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INTRODUCTION. 

T  ONG  ISLAND,  tlic  land  of  beautiful  homes  and  of  healthful  re- 
sorts— the  paradise  of  the  I^'.mpire  State — is  also  a  place  of  great 
historic  interest,  and  there  is  j_  obablv^  not  another  spot  in  the  whole 
country  where  the  past  and  pre  ent — the  work  of  the  Founders  and 
Builders — is  so  closeK'  interwo\'en.  The  rivers,  streams,  valleys  and 
mountains  and  e\'en  many  of  the  ancient  towns  bear  the  significant 
names  given  b\  the  aborigines;  while  the  tottering  old  chimney  tops, 
quaint  colonial  houses,  and  ancient  landmarks  of  e\'ery  description 
still  remain  as  reminders  of  the  long  ago,  awakening  in  the  mind  of 
the  beholder  a  desire  to  know  something  of  their  history,  to  look  into 
the  past,  to  know  the  habits,  customs  and  history  of  the  people  who, 
from  \'arious  causes — love  of  adventure  or  religious  persecution — left 
their  homes  in  the  Old  World  and  founded  this  '■'■  Paradise  by  the  Sea'' 
where  thousands  annually  resort  for  health  and  pleasure,  and  where 
thousands  more  have  erected  beautiful  homes — some  temporary,  for 
the  summer  months — while  others  have  established  permanent  homes 
with  all  the  home  enxironments. 

Could  the  Rip  Van  Winkles  of  the  past  enter   the    abodes  of   the 
Builders    of    the    present,  ^tness    the    changes    that    ha\'e    been 

wrought — the  beautifid  moaei.  .iWellings  erected  on  the  sites  of  the 
old  foundations,  the  evergreens  and  blooming  shrubs  that  have  taken 
the  place  of  the  stately  forest  trees,  miles  of  smooth  green  lawn,  with 
clusters  of  beautiful  flowers, — they  would  be  even  more  astonished 
than  was  the  famous  character  of  lr\ing's  legend. 

Every    home    and    every    family    has    its    individual    history — the 
struggles   of    the    pioneer   and    the   achievements    of   men    of    modern 
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times — these  form  a  continuous  history,  linked  with  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  Island,  interesting  to  those  of  the  present,  and  will 
be  more  so  to  future  generations. 

To  preserve  in  permanent  form  all  that  relates  to  the  past  as  well 
as  the  present — a  duty  we  owe  to  our  descendants — is  the  object  of 
this  work. 

The  old  landmarks  of  the  past  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
beautiful  homes  of  the  present  generation.  These  are  executed  in  the 
highest  style  of  modern  art,  in  steel,  photogravures,  etc.,  and  no  pains, 
or  expense  has  been  spared  to  make  this  one  the  most  attractive  work 
of  the  kind  e\'er  published. 


) 

I 


''HOMK,   SWEET    HOME." 


The  Home  of  the  Parents  of  John  Howard  Payne, 
East  Hampton,  L.  I. 


npHE  NAME  of  the  authoF  of  "Home,  Swcct  Home"  will  ever  be  as- 
sociated with  the  quaint  old  farm  house  at  East  Hampton,  even 
though  he  never  lived  there,  and  never  had  any  place  which  he  could 
really  call  home,  being  known  as  the  "homeless  wanderer."  It  was 
the  only  place  his  father  could  ever  call  home;  and  it  was  here  that 
he  brought  his  young  bride,  a  native  of  the  place,  and  the  happiest 
hours  of  his  life  were  spent  with  her  beneath  this  roof.  It  was  in  this 
house  that  five  of  his  children  were  born  and  it  was  here  that  the 
sweet,  loving  wife  helped  him  in  his  professional  duties  as  teacher,  and 
her  sweet  winning  smile  was  more  potent  than  the  "rod  and  the  rule," 
the  'governing  power  in  those  days. 

In  is  no  wonder  that  Pavne  the  elder  was  enchanted  with  the 
place  which,  one  hundred  years  later,  was  known  as  the  "Artist's 
Paradise."  A  writer  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  says  of  East 
Hampton : 

"Imagine  if  you  can,  a  village  scattered  along  the  street  a  mile 
and  a  half  long,  and  so  wide  that  between  the  two  roadways  lies  a 
grassy  field,  and  near  one  end  in  the  midst  of  this  field  a  little  blue 
pond  reflects  the  sky  where,  toward  sunset,  groups  of  old  cows  stand 
drinking  under  the  shade  of  the  willows.  The  roadways  are  bord- 
ered  with    tall,    shady    trees,    elms    and    horse    chestnuts,    maples    and 
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THE     PAYNE     HOMESTEAD. 
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honey  locusts,  and  back  of  these  stand  the  most  picturesque  of  houses. 
The  oldest  ha\'e  their  gables  toward  the  road,  and  their  low  lean-tos 
pointing  up  the  street;  many  are  weatherbeaten  gray,  others  are 
whitewashed,  while  here  and  there  a  crimson  house  shows  that  some 
one  comes  from  the  cit\'  to  spend  the  summer  months  in  this  cool 
place.  That  white  house  is  said  to  be  the  birthplace  of  John  How- 
ard Pavne.  [See  correction  of  this  statement  in  personal  sketch  of 
Payne.]  In  this  one  Re\'.  Lyman  l^eecher,  once  minister  here,  sat  in 
his  old  chair  to  write  his  sermons. 

'■'■  This  with  its  pillared  stoop  is  one  of  the  Gardiner  houses  now 
occupied  b\'  the  ^aughter-in-law  of  ex-President  Tyler. 

"  However  old  and  gray,  or  new  and  white  the  houses  are,  they 
are  alike  covered  with  great  \  ines  of  pink  and  white  roses,  and  in  the 
little  box-bordered  gardens  are  such  red  poppies,  larkspurs  and 
monk's-hood    that   we    are   carried  back  to  the  days  of  long  gone  by. 

"  At  each  end  of  the  town  stands  a  veritable  windmill  over  a  hun- 
dred years  old,  but  still  doing  their  dailv  work,  wind  permitting; 
and  one  poor  old  mill  stands  />o/-s  dc  co>?ibdt^  solitary  and  alone,  on  a 
slight  rise  on  the  Amagansett  road,  and  seems  to  watch  with  envious 
eyes  its  sprightlv  brother.  Poor  thing,  its  working  days  are  over,  for 
its  arms  were  carried  ofT  by  an  August  gale,  and  its  sole  purpose  now 
is  to  stand  as    a  model  for  the  artists,  a  destiny  it  patientlv  fulfils. 

"Halfway  down  the  \'illage  stands  the  academy  [where  Payne 
taught  school],  an  ancient  building  with  ends  of  cream  colored  brick 
and  a  roof  with  a  graceful  slope,  and  dormer  windows  surmounted 
by  a  cupola  in  which  still  hangs  the  old  bell.  Here  may  be  seen 
many  quaint  old-time  relics — chairs  and  ancient  costumes,  and  treas- 
ures of  the  sea  such  as  delight  the  eye  and  give  the  proper  artistic 
feeling." 
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East  Hampton  was  incorporated  by  patent,  under  Gov.  Nicoll, 
March  13,  1666.  The  trustees  named  in  the  patent  were  John  Mul- 
ford,  Thomas  Baker,  Thomas  Chatheld,  [eremiah  Concklyn,  Stephen 
Hedges,  Thomas  Osborne,  Sen.,  and  [ohn  Osborne.  The  patent  was 
confirmed  by  Go\ .  Dongan,  Dec.  9,  1786.  It  was  recognized  as  a 
town    1788. 

THE     PAYNE     HOMESTEAD. 

The  glorv  of  the  old  Payne  Homestead  at  this  place  has  long 
since  departed,  and  the  sentimental  has  given  place  to  the  practical. 
The  Brooklyn  Eag/c,  under  date  of  Oct.  30,   1898  says:    "The  once 


embowered  homestead  which  has  served  as  the  East  Hampton  town 
clerk's  office  for  nearly  twenty-five  years,  and  as  the  residence  ot  the 
Osborne  family  since  the  first  decade  of  the  century  has  disappeared 
from  the  village  street.  This  ancient,  shingled,  weather-beaten  cot- 
tage had  peculiar  interest  for  the  antiquarian,  since  local  tradition 
pointed  it  out  as  the  home   of  the  father  of  John    Howard  Pavne  at 
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the  time  he  was  employed  as  a  tutor  in  Clinton's  Academy,  which 
stands  a  short  distance  further  up  the  main  street.  One  of  the  most 
interesting  features  of  the  old  house  was  a  large,  wide-open  fireplace. 
This  has  novy  disappeared  and  the  big  chimney  had  to  be  taken  out 
before  the  building  could  be  moyed.  The  kitchen,  in  vyhich  the  an- 
cient fireplace  stood  was  a  fayorite  interior  with  the  artists  in  the  days 
when  luist  Hampton  was  an  artist's  colony.  Scores  of  seekers  for  the 
yeritable  interior  where  the  author  of  "Home,  Sweet  Home"  spent 
his  boyhood  days  haye  represented  the  ancient  hearthstone  with  the 
bright  brass  andirons,  and  big  blazing  fire  of  oak  logs  upon  their  can- 
yass.     The  house  itself  has  been  remoyed  bodily  and  intact. 

"An  old  faded  manuscript  record,  written  in  the  clear  round  hand 
of  the  epoch,  with  elaborate  flourishes  for  the  title  pages  and  head- 
ings, recording  the  proceedings  of  the  trustees  of  Clinton  Academy  is 
in  possession  of  |.  I.  Gardiner,  who  treasures  many  precious  docu- 
ments of  colonial  days  in  his  library.  This  manuscript  record  shows 
that  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  on  the  28th  of  December,  1784, 
it  was  yoted  that  Mr.  Jabez  Peck  be  elected  master  for  the  Classical 
School,  and  Mr.  William  Payne  master  for  the  English  and  Writing 
School."  The  institution  before  the  incorporation  was  called  the 
East  Hampton  Academy,  and  the  teachers  are  designated  in  the  record 
as  masters  or  tutors.  It  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Clinton 
Academy  in  1778.  The  name  of  Aaron  Isaacs,  the  father  of  Payne's 
second  wife  (mother  of  John  Howard  Payne)  is  found  among  the  list 
of  trustees  at  this  time.  On  Dec.  26,  1787,  the  trustees  chose  Rey. 
Samuel  Buell  as  principal  of  the  academy.  At  this  time  there  were 
three  departments,  the  classical,  the  academic,  and  the  common  school 
departments.  Tuition  was  charged  at  the  rate  of  three  shillings  a 
month. 
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THE    ANCESTRAL   SIRE    OF   JOHN    HOWARD    PAYNE. 

So  Many  inaccuracies  have  been  found  and  misstatements  made 
regarding  the  ancestry  of  the  Payne  family  and  the  Hfe  of  John  Hovy- 
ard  Payne,  that  we  gi\'e  herewith  a  condensed  life  and  a  complete 
genealogy  of  his  American  ancestry. 

CbOttldS  PdinCt  the  progenitor  of  the  family  from  which  John 
Howard  J-'ayne  descended  was  the  son  of  Thomas  supposed  to  ha\'e 
come  from  Kent,  England,  and  presumably  identical  with  Thomas 
Payne  of  Yarmouth,  the  first  Deputy  from  that  place  to  the  Old  Col- 
ony Court  at  I^lymouth  in   [une,    1639. 

CbOttldS  PflinC  ( 2  )  son  of  Thomas  (  i  )  came  to  New  England 
when  a  lad  ten  years  of  age,  and  settled  in  Eastham  before  1653,  as 
he  was  constable  there  at  that  date.  He  was  admitted  freeman  1658. 
He  represented  luistham  at  the  Colony  Court  167  1-2-3,  1676-78- 
80-Hi,  and  in  1690.  He  remo\'ed  to  l^oston  before  1695.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  education,  and  was  a  \'ery  fine  penman. 
He  died  at  P^astham  August  16,  1706.  He  married  Mary  Snow, 
daughter  of  Hon.  Nicholas  Snow,  who  came  in  the  Anne  to  Plymouth 
in  1623,  and  in  1654  removed  to  Eastham,  Mass.  He  married  Con- 
stance Hopkins,  daughter  of  Stephen  Hopkins  of  Plymouth,  fourteenth 
signer  of  the  "  Mayflower  Compact." 

The  children  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Snow)  Paine  were:  Mary, 
Samuel,  Thomas,  Eleazer,  Elisha,  yo/m,  born  March  14,  1 660-1, 
Nicholas,  James,  Joseph,  Dorcas. 

Deacon  John  Paine,  sixth  child  of  Thomas  (2)  and  Mary  (Snow) 
Paine,  was  born  in  Eastham,  Mass.,  March  14,  i  660-1.  He  was  ad- 
mitted freeman  June  1696.  He  was  elected  clerk  of  the  town  1706 
and  re-elected  until   1729.      He  was   Treasurer  from   1709  to   1736, 
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and  Representative  to  the  General  Court  at  Boston  1703-9-14-16- 
18-24-5.  He  was  of  a  literary  turn  ot  mind,  and  some  of  his  spare 
moments  were  devoted  to  literar\'  pursuits.  Scraps  of  prose  and 
poetry  written  b\'  him  are  still  in  the  hands  of  his  descendants.  He 
died  Oct.  26,   1731. 

He  married  first  Bennet  bVeeman,  daughter  of  Major  John  and 
Mercy  (Prence)  Freeman,  born  March,  1671.  She  was  ''a  pleasant 
companion,  a  most  lo\'ing  and  obedient  wife,  a  tender  and  compas- 
sionate mother,  and  a  good  Christian."  By  her  he  had  John,  Mary, 
lVillici?iiy  born  June  6,  1695,  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Klizabeth,  Theophi- 
lus,  Joseph,  Nathaniel,  Rebecca,  Mercy,  Benjamin    again. 

He  married  2nd,  Alice  Mayo,  and  had  by  her  Hannah,  lames, 
Thomas,  Alice,  Hannah. 

CieUt.  mniiam  Paine,  third  child  of  Dea.  John  and  Bennet  (  Free- 
man) Paine,  was  born  at  F>astham,  June  6,  1695.  ^^  ^'^^  ^  Repre- 
sentatixe  to  the  Pro\incial  Legislature  from  Eastham  1731-32-35- 
38-39-40-43-44.  He  was  appointed  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices 
in  1738.  He  took  part  with  the  Colonial  forces  in  the  capture  of 
Louisbourg  as  Lieutenant  in  Capt.  F'Jisha  Doane's  company.  Col. 
Gorham's  7th  Mass.  Regiment,  and  died  in  service  in   1746. 

His  first  wife  was  Sarah  Bacon,  of  l^arnstable,  who  he  married 
in  1727.  He  married  2nd,  June  14,  1741,  FMizabeth  Myrick,  a 
widow,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Osborn,  pastor  of  the  South 
Church  in  F>astham,  and  sister  of  Dr.  John  Osborn,  the  distinguished 
physician  and  poetical  writer  of  Middletown,  Conn.  By  his  first  wife 
he  had  Sarah,  Ruth,  Josiah,  Jedediah.  He  had  one  child  by  his 
second  wife,  IVilliatn^  born   1746. 
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lUillidttl  PflillC  or  Favne  (2)  son  of  Lieut.  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Myrick  nee  Osborn )  Paine  was  born  in  1746,  the  year  his  father 
died  in  the  Colonial  ser\'ice.  His  mother  remarried  and  he  was  placed 
in  the  family  of  Rev.  Joseph  Crocker,  pastor  of  the  South  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Eastham.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine 
under  Dr.  Joseph  Warren,  who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  inter- 
rupted in  his  studies  bv  the  events  which  immediately  preceded  the 
Revolution,  and  opened  an  English  Grammar  School  in  Boston,  but 
on  account  of  the  occupation  of  that  city  by  the  British  he  gave  it  up 
and  became  a  tutor  in  a  private  family.  Writing  to  a  friend,  of  his 
experience  at  that  time,  he  says:  He  was  obliged  to  be  in  his  school 
"  from  the  first  entrance  of  light  till  nine  in  the  e\ening."  While  on 
a  visit  to  Barnstable  he  married  Lucy  Taylor,  who  died  shortly  after 
the  marriage.  He  went  to  New  London,  Conn.,  and  there  engaged 
in  a  mercantile  adventure  to  the  West  Lidies.  On  his  return  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Miss  Sarah  Isaacs  of  East  Hampton,  L.  L, 
who  was  on  a  visit  there,  and  soon  after  married  her.  Her  father  was 
a  convert  from  the  Jewish  faith,  who  came  from  Hamburg,  Germany, 
previous  to  the  Revolution,  and  settled  at  East  Hampton.  He  was 
a  man  of  education  and  wealth,  but  difficulties  in  his  own  country 
and  the  Revolution  in  his  adopted  country  induced  heavy  losses  and 
left  him  comparatively  poor.  His  wife,  a  Miss  Hedges,  was  the 
daughter  of  a  lady  whose  maiden  name  was  Talmage.  His  uncle 
Talmage  was  the  Earl  of  Dysant,  a  Scottish-English  nobleman. 

William  Paine,  or  as  he  wrote  his  name,  Fayfie^  settled  in  East 
Hampton  after  his  marriage,  about  1780.  Go\  ernor  De  Witt  Clinton 
caused  to  be  erected  an  academy  there  in  which  Payne  became  one 
of  the  teachers.  His  (Payne's)  wife  who  was  a  woman  of  remark- 
able beauty,  fine    education    and    many    excellent  traits    of   character. 
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assisted  her  husband  in  teaching.  Pavne  continued  there  for  about 
ten  years.  Se\xral  ot  his  children  were  born  there,  and  this  was 
really  the  onl\  home  he  e\'er  possessed.  He  remo\'ed  to  New  York 
in  1790,  where  he  taught  school  tor  some  vears.  In  1793  he  re- 
sided at  No.  5  Dev  street,  and  he  also  resided  and  taught  school  on 
Little  Qiieen  street.  In  1799  he  was  invited  by  some  influential  men 
in  Boston  to  open  a  school  there  which  became  quite  noted.  He 
returned  to  New  York  about  1809  and  taught  school  on  Common 
near  Grand  street.       He  died  March  7,   1812. 

In  the  cemetrv  at  East  Hampton  is  the  grave  marked  by  a  stone 
of  Andrew  Isaacs  the  father  of  William  Payne's  wife,  Sarah  Hsaacsj 
Payne,  ow  which  is  inscribed: 

"  Bkhold  an  Israklite  in  whom  is  no  guile." 

William  Payne  by  his  wife  Sarah  (Isaacs)  Payne  had  issue: 

I.  Lucy  Taylor,  born  1781,  at  East  Hampton,  marrie  i  in  18 16, 
Dr.  John  Cheever  Osborne,  of  New  York;  died  in  Brooklyn,  1865, 
left  no  issue. 

II.  William  Osborne,  born  at  East  Hampton,  Aug.  4,  1783,  died 
March  24,   i  804. 

III.  Sarah  Isaacs,  born  at  P'>ast  Hampton,  July  11,  1785,  died  in 
New  York,  Oct.   14,   1808. 

IV.  Eloise  Richards,  born  at  East  Hampton,  March  12,  1787, 
died  at  Leicester,  Mass.,  July,   1819. 

V.  Anna  Beren  Leagers,  born  at  I^ast  Hampton,  April  9,  1789, 
died  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  Oct.   1  1,   1789. 

VI.  yohfi  Hcnvcvd^  born  in  New  York  City,  at  3  3  Pearl  street, 
June  9,   I  79  I,  died  at  Tunis,  Africa,  April  9,   1852. 

VI I.  Eliza  Maria,  born  in  New  York  City,  Sept.  19,  1795,  died 
there  May    25,  1797. 
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VIII.  Thatcher  Taylor,  born  in  New  York  City,  Aug.  14.,  1796, 
married  in  New  York  1833,  Mrs.  Anna  Elizabeth  Bailev,  died  in 
Brooklyn  Dec.  27,  1863. 

IX.  Elizabeth  Mary,  born  in  Boston,  Mass.,  died  there  aged 
about  two  years. 

jObn  Reward  Payne,  sixth  child  of  William  and  Sarah  (Isaacs) 
Payne,  was  born  at  33  Pearl  street,  corner  ot  Inroad,  June  9,  1791. 
His  early  education  was  conducted  under  his  father's  supervision. 
His  literary  tastes  were  developed  very  early  in  life,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  while  a  clerk  in  a  counting  house  in  New  York,  he  edited 
the  T'hespia?i  Mir/'o/\  a  weekly  journal.  The  following  year  he  en- 
tered Union  College  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  publishing 
during  that  period  a  periodical  called  "  The  Pastime.^''  He  had  al- 
ready evinced  considerable  dramatic  talent,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
he  made  his  first  appearance  as  an  actor  at  the  old  Park  Theatre, 
New  York,  Vch.  24,  1809,  as  ^  oung  Norval.  He  was  looked 
upon  at  the  time  as  a  juvenile  wonder,  and  met  with  great  success, 
playing  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  other  cities  to  crowded 
houses.  He  appeared  at  Drury  Lane  Theatre,  London,  as  Young 
Norval,  afterwards  playing  in  the  principal  cities  of  Great  Britain 
and  Erance,  filling  the  various  roles  of  actor,  manager  and  playwright 
for  twenty  years.  His  first  play,  a  translation  from  the  Erench,  he 
sold  to  Covent  Garden  for  .£\^o.  During  his  subsequent  career  he 
wrote,  translated  and  adapted  some  sixty  plays.  Of  his  appearance 
at  this  period  a  contemporary  wrote:  "Nature  bestowed  upon  him 
a  countenance  of  no  common  order,  and  though  there  was  a  round- 
ness and  fairness  which  but  faintly  express  strong,  turbulent  emotions, 
or  display  the  furious  passions,  these  defects  were  supplied  by  an  eye 
which  glowed  with  animation  and   intelligence.      A  more  extraordin- 
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arv    mixture    of    softness    and    intelligence    were    never  associated  in  a 
human  coimtenance,  and  his  face  was  a  true  index  of  his  heart." 

While  living  in  I>ondon  and  l^aris  he  was  intimate  with  Washing- 
ton Irving  and  wrote  a  number  of  plays  chiefly  adaptations  from  the 
French.  In  one  of  these — "Clari,  or  the  Maid  of  Milan'' — occurs  his 
deathless  song  of  "Home,  Sweet  Home."  Payne  soon  after  sold  his 
entire  collection  to  Charles  Kemble,  manager  of  the  Covent  Garden 
theatre  for  ^1230,  including  "Clari,  or  the  Maid  of  Milan,"  the  price 
for  that  being  $30.  At  Kemble's  request,  Payne  turned  this  into  an 
opera.  The  elder  sister  of  Ellen  Tree  took  the  principal  part  and 
sang  for  the  first  time,  "Home,  Sweet  Home."  It  pro\  ed  a  success 
from  the  start,  and  Miss  Tree  made  the  part  of  Clari  a  great  feature 
which  enlarged  a  fortune;  fortune  for  others,  but  left  the  author 
only  the  name.  But  Payne  will  be  remembered  long  after  the  mid- 
titude  of  poems  and  dramas  are  entirely  forgotten.  Pavne  after- 
wards wrote  "Charles  II,"  which  proved  a  very  popular  play,  but 
fortune  still  refused  to  smile  upon  him,  and  he  returned  in  1832  to 
the  United  States,  receiving  several  substantial  benefits  in  New  York 
and  elsewhere  of  which  he  was  much  in  need,  being  almost  penniless. 
in  I  841  he  was  sent  as  consul  to  funis,  but  after  remaining  for  a 
time  he  returned  and  vainly  sought  a  more  congenial  locality  but 
finally  accepted  a  re-appointment,  and  there  died  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land,  without  ever  having  experienced  the  joys  of  a  "Home, 
Sweet  Home"  after  the  death  of  his  sainted  mother,  who  died  when 
he  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age.  His  body  rested  quietly  in  a 
strange  land  for  thirty  years,  not  in  a  "neglected  spot,"  but  in  a 
garden  of  carnations,  roses  and  heliotropes.  On  June  5,  1883,  ^^^ 
remains  were  disinterred  and  taken  to  the  little  i^rotestant  church  of 
Tunis,  where    the    chancel    window   is   inscribed   with    his  name.      As 
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his  remains  were  brought  into  the  church  an  Englishman  at  the  organ 
softlv  plaved  <'Home,  Sweet  Home,"  which  an  American  lady  sang 
with  much  feeling.  At  the  interment  of  the  remains  in  Washington 
in  June  1883,  through  the  liberality  of  William  W.  Corcoran,  the 
benediction  of  the  ceremony  was  the  blending  ot  a  thousand  voices 
and  instruments  in  the  immortal  melody  of  "Home,  Sweet  Home." 
Payne,  like  his  friend  Ir\ing,  ha\'ing  lost  the  object  of  his  first  love, 
lived  a  life  o^  celibacy  to   the  end. 


CEDARMERE 


The    Home    of    William    Cullen    Bryant   at    Rosly 


N. 


I 


r  IS  PLEASANT  to  tiim  from  the  sad  memories  of  the  homeless 
wanderer  who  could  so  faithfully  portray  the  beauties  and  joys  of  a 
homelife  he  had  never  known  since  early  childhood,  to  the  peaceful, 
quiet,  yet  bright  and  cheerful  home  of  William  Cullen  Bryant. 

RoSLYN. 

The  very   name    of   the  place  is  musical,  and  it  can  only    be  pro- 
nounced in  a  musical  tone  of  voice.      Bryant   had  no  need  to  invoke 
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the  muses,  for  they  were  always  present  with  him  amid  these  delight- 
ful surroundings.      Byron  says — 

"There's  music  in  the  sighing  ot  a  reed, 
There's  music  in  the  gushing  of  a  rill. 
There's  music  in  all  things  if  men  had  ears, 
Their  earth's  an  echo  of  the  spheres." 

Roslyn  lies  at  the  head  of  Hempstead  harbor,  beautifully  nestling 
between  the  hills.  I'he  \illage  was  founded  early  in  the  history  of 
the  old  town  of  Hempstead  and  was  formerly  known  as  Hempstead 
Harbor.  The  situation  is  well  adapted  for  tra\  el  and  commerce,  it 
being  located  both  on  the  harbor  and  on  the  Locust  Valley  branch 
of  the  Long  Island  Railroad. 

Roslyn  is  abundantly  supplied  with  streams  gushing  forth  from 
the  base  of  the  hills  and  hurrying  merrily  toward  the  great  ocean. 

"Men  mav  come  and  men  may  go. 
But  I  go-y»n  forever,  forever." 

Numerous  dams  are  thrown  across  their  courses,  forming  beautifid 
little  lakelets,  which  besides  adding  charms  to  the  scenery,  furnish 
the  power  to  driye  the  machinery  of  seyeral  small  mills  and  factories, 
and  not  least  important,  the  inhabitants  haye  a  neyer-failing  supply 
of  the  best  water  for  household  purposes ;  thus  beauty  and  utility  are 
combined — the  sentimental  and  the  practical. 

As  one  leayes  the  cars  at  the  station,  he  obseryes  a  small  collection 
of  buildings,  but  this  is  not  Roslyn  proper.  To  know  its  charms 
and  appreciate  its  beauties  he  must  take  a  carriage  and  driye  through 
the  entire  length  of  its  winding  streets.  Eyery  few  rods  a  turn  in 
the  road  reyeals  new  scenes  of  woodland,  lawn  and  water,  the  beauty 
of  the  landscape  is  enhanced  by  the  bright  coloring  of  flowers  of 
every  hue  and  shade. 
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To  many  persons,  Roslyn  is  best  known  as  having  within  its  en- 
virons 

Cedarmere,  the  Home  of  Bryant. 

A  recent  writer  in  the  Brooklvn  Eagle  in  noting  the  manv  im- 
provements that  were  being  made  in  and  around  Roslyn,  says  : 

Of  all  the  land  changes  in  or  about  Roslvn  the  most  radical  will 
be  that  of  the  dismemberment  ot  the  hne  property  owned  by  the 
poet  Brvant.  When  he  gradually  added  year  by  year,  after  buying 
the  old  (Quaker  homestead,  such  portions  of  neighboring  farms  as  he 
could  buv,  his  intention  was  to  make  a  family  settlement,  and  to  that 
end  gave  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Park  Godwin,  the  line  estate  now 
owned  by  Mrs.  F.  N.  Goddard. 

The  special  delight  of  Mr.  Bryant  was  the  upland  farm,  a  mag- 
nificent tract  of  meadow  and  woodland  containing  some  of  the  most 
ancient  and  beautiful  trees  in  the  country.  From  the  brow  of  the 
hill  there  are  several  line  views  in  all  directions.  Fntering  the  woods 
opposite  the  house  is  a  well-beaten  path  broken  by  several  old- 
fashioned  turnstiles  and  long  known  as  the  poet's  walk.  On  the  hill- 
top Mr.  Bryant  had  built  a  picturesque  cottage  for  the  sister  of  his 
friend,  the  celebrated  Unitarian  preacher,  Orville  Dewey. 

The  view  from  the  rear  of  the  house  shown  in  the  engra\  ing  is 
the  most  picturesque  and  beautiful  of  all  the  surroundings. 

His    own    lines    from    ''"Thandtopsis"'    or    '^A    Forest     Hymti'     are 

eminently  appropriate  as  a  framing  for  the  picture. 

"Strano-er  if  thou  hast  learned  a  truth  that  needs 
No  school  of  long  experience,  that  the  world 
Is  full  of  guilt  and  misery,  and  hath  seen 
Enough  of  all  its  sorrows,  crimes  and  cares 
To  tire  thee  of  it,  enter  this  wild  wood 
And  view  the  haunts  of  nature." 
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Whatever  changes  may  take  place  in  time  to  come,  Roslvn  and 
"Cedarmere"  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  name  ot  Bryant,  and 
thousands  who  admired  the  personalitv  of  the  man  as  his  writing  will 
visit  this  spot,  where  the  poet  did  some  of  his  best  work  and  drew 
inspiration  from  his  surroundings. 

Bryant  and  His  Ancestors. 

When  a  man  has  achieved  distinction  in  anv  line  or  has  displaved 
what  men  call  genius,  we  naturallv  turn  backward  to  ascertain  what 
if  anything  is  due  to  heredity  or  whether  all  is  due  to  environment. 
Nothing  remarkable  appears  in  the  earlv  historv  ot  the  Bryant  family 
of  this  countrv  for  at  least  three  or  four  generations.  They  were 
married  and  given  in  marriage  with  good  old  New  England  families. 
That  the  English  ancestors  were  men  of  some  distinction  is  shown  in 
the  fact  that  one  branch  of  the  familv  had  been  awarded  a  coat  of 
arms  for  distingished  ser\ice.      This  is  described  as 

Aryns — Argent  on  a  cross  or  a  cenquefoil  between  four  lozenges 
gules. 

Crest — A  flag,  azure  charged  with  a  saltire  argent. 

Stephen  BryflJtt  is  the  first  of  the  name  mentioned  in  the  New 
England  records.  The  date  and  place  of  his  birth  are  not  given. 
The  History  of  North  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  states  that  he  was  in 
Plymouth  Colony  as  early  as  1632.  His  name  is  entered  on  the  list 
of  1643  among  those  able  to  bear  arms,  which  he  probablv  did.  He 
was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  colonv  in  1653  and  was  chosen 
constable  of  Duxbury,  June  6,  1654,  and  was  constable  at  Plvmouth, 
Jan.  1,  1663.  He  married  Abigail,  daughter  of  John  Shaw,  of 
Plymouth,  and  had  issue  Abigail,  John,  Mary,  Stephen,  Sarah,  Lvdia, 
Elizabeth. 
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Stephen    Bryant,    (2)    son     of    Stephen     (O    and     Abigail     (Shaw) 
Bryant  was  born  at  I'lvmouth,  Feb.  2,    16  c;  8.     He  married  Mehitabel 

and    had    Stephen    (3),    David,    William,    Hannah,     Jc/uiboii, 

rimoth\'. 

TCbabOd    Bryant,  hfth  child  of  Stephen  (2)  and  Mehitabel  ( ) 

Bryant  was  born  at  Middleboro,  Mass.,  July  5,  i6gg;  died  Aug.  2, 
1759.  He  married  Ruth  Staples;  she  died  March  27,  1777.  They 
had  Plu/ip,  born  1732,  Nathan,  Seth,  job,  Ciamalius,  Phebe,  Ruth, 
Sarah,  Anna,  Prudence. 

Dr.  Philip  Bryant,  (O  eldest  child  of  Ichabod  and  Ruth  (Staples) 
l^ryant  was  born  in  Middleboro,  Mass.,  December,  1732.  He  li\'ed 
some  time  with  his  father  at  Titicut  (Teightaqued),  a  parish  formed 
of  part  of  Middleboro  and  part  ot  South  Bridgewater.  With  his 
father  he  removed  to  North  Bridgewater,  concerning  which  he  was 
wont  to  say  that  he  remembered  the  time  when  a  greater  part  of  it 
was  thought  quite  unht  tor  the  purpose  of  settlement.  He  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Abiel  Howard  of  West  I3ridgewater,  whose  daughter 
he  married.  He  was  a  man  of  great  bodily  activity,  a  calm  and  even 
temper,  healthful  habits  and  kindly  manners.  He  continued  to  practice 
medicine  with  much  success  to  a  very  old  age,  which  was  terminated 
by  his  death,  February,  1817,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his  age. 
He  married  in  1757,  Selena,  daughter  of  Dr.  Abial  Howard.  She 
died  |une  25,  1777.  He  married  second,  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Richards.  He  died  Dec.  19,  1816,  aged  80.  His  children 
were  all  by  his  first  wife.  These  were  Oliver,  born  March  5,  1758, 
Ruth,  Daniel,  Bezaleel,  Philip,  Jr.,  Cyrus,  Anna,  Selena,  Charity. 

Dr.  PhHtp  Bryant,  (  2  )  son  of  Dr.  Phillp  (  1  )  and  Selena  (Howard) 
Bryant,  was   born   at   West   Bridgewater,  Mass.,  x\ug.   12,   1767.       He 
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was  a  physician  and  settled  at  Cumington,  Mass.  His  son,  William 
Cullen  Brvant,  said  ot  him: 

"Mv  father  delighted  in  poetrv,  and  in  his  librarv  were  the  works 
ot  most  ot  the  eminent  English  poets.  He  wrote  verse  himself, 
mostly  humorous  and  satirical.  He  was  not  unskilled  in  Latin 
poetry,  in  which  the  odes  ot  Horace  were  his  favorites.  He  was 
fond  of  music,  plaved  on  the  \4olin,  and  I  remember  hearing  him 
say  that  he  once  made  a  bass-viol — for  he  was  very  ingenious  in  the 
use  of  tools — and  plaved  upon  it.  He  was  of  a  mild  and  indulgent 
temper,  somewhat  silent,  though  not  hesitating  in  conversation,  and 
never  expatiated  at  much  length  on  anv  subject.  His  patients  gen- 
erally paid  him  whatever  they  pleased,  if  ever  so  little,  so  that  he 
could  not  by  anv  means  be  called  a  thriving  man.  In  one  respect 
he  did  not  stint  himself :  he  always  dressed  well,  and  with  the  most 
scrupulous  neatness,  his  attire  being  that  of  a  Boston  gentleman,  and 
he  had  a  certain  metropolitan  air.  In  figure  he  was  square  built, 
with  muscular  arms  and  legs,  and  in  his  prime  was  possessed  of  great 
strength.  He  would  take  up  a  barrel  of  cider  and  lift  it  into  a  cart 
over  the  wheel,  a  feat  which  he  was  not  unwilling  to  speak  of.  His 
life  was  a  laborious  one,  being  obliged  to  make  professional  visits  to 
persons  liWng  at  a  distance,  often  in  the  most  inclement  weather. 
He  always  made  these  journevs  on  horseback.  The  family  was 
frequently  disturbed  at  midnight,  sometimes  in  the  dead  of  winter, 
or  in  the  midst  of  a  furious  storm  by  a  messenger  from  a  sick 
person,  who  had  put  ofT  sending  for  him  until  that  untimely  hour. 
Physicians  sav  that  the  patients"  desire  to  see  the  doctor  is  verv 
sure  to  increase  with  the  lateness  and  unseasonableness  ot  the 
hour." 

Dr.  Bryant  married  in   i"92,  Sarah  Snell,   daughter  of    Ebenezer 
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and  Sarah  (Packard)  Snell,  born  at  Xorth    l^ridgewater,    Mass.,  April 
6,    1766.       Their  children  were: 

I.  Anson,  born  April    16,    1793,  married  Adeline  Plummer. 

II.  William  Cullen,  born  Now  3,   1794,  married    I'rances    Fair- 
child. 

III.  Cvrus,  born   [ulv    12,    1798. 

I\'.    Sarah  Snell,  born   |ul\    24,   1802. 

\\    Arthur,  born  Nov.  28,   1803,  married  Henrietta  R.  Plummer. 

UJWWm  Cullen  Bryant,  second  child  of  Dr.  Phillip  (2)  and  Sarah 
(Snell)   Hrvant,  was  born   in    C-umington,  Mass.,  No\.  3,   1794.       He 

displayed  the  bent  ot  his  mind  e\  en  in 
childhood,  making  metrical  translations 
from  the  Latin  before  he  was  ten  years 
old.  His  father  superintended  his  ed- 
ucation. His  "Embargo,"  a  political 
satire,  and  the  "Spanish  Revolution" 
were  published  in  his  14th  year,  and 
again  in  1809-  Kntering  Williams  Col- 
lec'-e  in  i  810  he  remained  but  two 
vears,  during  which  he  took  high  rank 
in  literary  studies.  He  chose  the  legal 
profession  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1815,  and  commenced  practice  in 
Plainfield,  Mass.,  remo\ing  thence  to  Great  Harrington;  but  though 
he  rose  to  distinction  in  the  courts,  his  tastes  inclined  him  to 
literature.  "Thanatopsis"  was  written  in  his  i  8th  year.  He  wrote 
several  prose  articles  for  the  North  American  Review  in  1818. 
In  182  I,  he  delivered  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society  ot  Harvard 
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University  a  poem  on  the  "Ages,"  and  a  volume  containing  several 
ot  his  poems,  published  at  Cambridge,  at  once  stamped  him  as  a 
genuine  poet.  He  was  married  while  living  at  Cireat  Barrington, 
and  there  wrote  some  of  his  hnest  poems. 

He  mo\'ed  to  New  York  in  1825  and  edited  the  New  York 
Review,  which  was  soon  after  merged  into  the  United  States  Review, 
for  which  he  wrote  poems  and  criticisms.  In  i(S26  he  became  one 
of  the  editors  of  the  Evening  Post,  This  he  subsequently,  upon 
obtaining  its  exclusive  control,  changed  from  a  Federal  to  a  Demo- 
cratic print,  fa\ oring  free  trade. 

In  1832-45-4.9-57  he  traxeled  in  Europe,  his  observations  form- 
ing material  for  his  books  entitled  "Letters  of  a  Traveler,"  "Letters 
from  Spain  and  Other  Countries."  In  1  849  he  extended  his  journey 
into  Egypt  and  Syria.  From  1827  to  1834,  with  Sands  &  Verplank, 
he  edited  the  "Talisman,"  an  annual,  and  contributed  "Medlield" 
and  the  "Skelerton  C-a\  e"  to  the  ''Tales  of  the  (Jlauber  Spa."  In 
1832  a  complete  edition  of  his  poems  appeared  in  New  York  and 
Irving,  then  in  England,  caused  it  to  be  reprinted  there  with  a  laud- 
atory preface,  securing  him  a  FAiropean  reputation.  I^efore  going 
abroad  in  1832  he  associated  William  Legget  with  himself  in  the 
management  of  the  Post.  He  continued  his  own  connection  with 
the  paper  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  made  his  first  purchase 
of  property  in  Roslyn  in   1845,  soon  after  removing  there. 

Of  all  the  American  poets,  probably  none  was  more  beloved 
than  Bryant,  and  when  he  had  attained  his  eightieth  year,  the  sugges- 
tion was  made  by  a  few  of  his  admiring  friends  that  a  suitable  tribute 
of  respect  to  his  genius  was  due  to  him,  and  after  consultation  it  was 
decided  that  a  commemorative  vase  of  appropriate  original  design 
and  choice  workmanship,  would  be  the  best  form  of  intended  tribute, 
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especialK'  since  Mr.  Hr\anr  did  not  need  any  material  aid,  and  more- 
over, the  sculptor  and  painter  and  engra\er  conspicuonslv  paid  their 
respects  to  him. 

A  committee  of  tvvent\'-li\'e  gentlemen  of  New  York  and  l^rook- 
lyn  took  the  matter  into  tlieir  charge,  and  associated  with  them 
prominent  citizens  of  other  parts  of  the  coiintrv  from  Boston  to  San 
I'rancisco.  The  committee  waited  upon  Mr.  Brvant  at  his  home 
upon  the  eightieth  anniversary  of  his  birthday,  Nov.  3,  1874,  and 
after  an  address  by  Mr.  [onathan  Sturgess,  the  written  testimonial  of 
respect  with  its  large  list  of  signers  was  presented,  and  Mr.  i^ryant 
made  an  appropriate  and  memorable  reply.  The  occasion  w^as  re- 
markable from  the  representative  character  of  the  company  that  met 
together,  and  from  the  interest  of  the  inter\'iew. 

Arrangements  were  made  at  once  for  competiti\e  designs,  and 
the  field  of  competition  was  thrown  open  to  the  whole  craft  of  sil\  er- 
smiths.  The  design  of  Mr.  Whitehouse,  of  the  firm  of  Tiffany  &  Co., 
was  accepted  unanimousK',  alike  from  its  beauty  and  fitness  and  the 
public  were  encouraged  to  study  their  merits  by  friendly  comments 
from  the  committee,  and  by  articles  in  the  newspapers  and  illustra- 
tions in  the  magazines. 

In  stating  his  conception  of  the  design  to  the  committee,  Mr. 
James  H.  Whitehead  the  artist  said:  "When  the  Bryant  testimonial 
was  first  mentioned  to  me,  my  thoughts  at  once  flew  to  the  country 
— to  the  crossing  of  the  boughs  of  trees,  to  the  plants  and  flowers, 
and  to  a  general  contemplation  of  Nature ;  and  these,  together  with 
a  certain  Homeric  influence,  produced  in  my  mind  the  germ  of  the 
design — the  form  of  a  Greek  vase,  with  the  most  beautiful  American 
flowers  growing  round  and  entwining  themselves  gracefully  about  it, 
each  breathing  its  own  particular  glory  as  it  grew." 
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The   vase   is    entirely    covered    with    a    fretwork   formed    of  apple  j 
branches    and    their    blossoms,  or   a    delicate    basket    work    from    the  \ 

apple-tree,  which  so  well  expressed  Mr. 
l^rvant's   poetry    in    its    fragrant    bloom   ! 
and  its  wholesome  fruit.      l^eneath  this 
fretwork,   and    forming    the    finer    lines  ' 
of  the    fret,   are    the    primrose    and    the  \ 
amaranth,    which    out    of    the    lips    of   ' 
their    lo\  eliness   speak    their  lessons    of   . 
inspiration    and    of   immortality.      The 
body  of  the  \ase   which   is   thus  formed  \ 
and     enriched,     bears     expressive     and  : 
elaborate    medallions    of   the    poet    and  ; 
of    the    main    aspects    of    his    life    and 
works.      The    most   prominent  of  these  j 
medallions  is  a  portrait  bust  of  the  poet.      Abo\  e  his  head  is  the  Ivre  ! 
which  represents  his  art,  and    below  is  the  printing  press  in  its  prim- 
itive form,  which  suggests  his  career  of  journalism,  while  more  prom- 
inent still,  further  below,  is  the  elaborate  and  beautiful  design  of  the 
water-fowl  which  so   presents    God    over    nature  in  the  charming  and  ! 
exalting  poem  of  that  name.      On  the  opposite  side  of  the  vase  there  \ 
is  a  carefully  designed   and   executed   study  of    Poetry  contemplating  ; 
Nature — two    female    figures,    which    balance    wisely    the   somewhat  i 
severely    masculine    character    of    the    other    designs,   and    give    their  \ 
womanly  grace  to  the   honor   of    the    poet    whose    life    and    works    so  ; 
well  harmonize  in  respect  for   woman,  and    for    the   home,  marriage,  \ 
and  religion,  that  give   her    the    best    defence    and    power.       Between  ! 
these  two  principal  medallions    there  are  on  each  side    two  groups  il-  \ 
lustrating  scenes  in  the  poet's  life,  making  four  groups  in   all.      The 
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hrst  group   presents   him  in  company   with    his  father,  who   points  to 

Homer  as  a  model  in  poetic   composition: 

For  he  is  grave  who  taught  my  youth 
The  art  ot  verse,  and  in  the  bud  of  Hfe 
Offered  nie  to  the  muses." 

The  next  group  presents  him  as  the  student  of  nature  such  as  he 
appears  in    "  Thanatopsis "  or  "A  l^'orest  Hvmn."       frhese  lines    are 

given  in  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  surround- 
ings bv  l^rvant's  home, 
"  Cedarmere,"  at  Ros- 
Ivn,  L.  I.] 

The    third     design 

illustrates     his     life     as 

journalist,     and     the 

fourth     represents     him 

in  his  good   old   age   as 

translator  of    the    Iliad 

and  the  Odvssev.      The 

lower  part  of   the  bowl 

bears      ornamentation 

from    the    characteristic 

products    of  American    agriculture — cotton    and   Indian   corn.      The 

neck  is  encircled    with    primrose  and   i\y  in   token  of  youth   and   old 

age,  while   the   ''fringed  genitian "   suggests   the  grave   thought   from 

its  blue  petals: 

"  I  would  thus  when  I  shall  see 
The  hour  of  death  draw  near  to  me, 
Hope  blossoming  within  my  heart. 
May  look  to  heaven  as  I  depart." 


THE    HOME   OE   GOVERNOR   DE   WITT   CLINTON         j 


In    the    Ancient    Village    of    Maspeth. 


The  once  prett\'  and  ancient  xillage  of  Maspeth  in  (Queens  i 
County  is  fast  being  merged  into  (jreater  New  York,  and  its  identity  ; 
will  soon  be  lost  in  the  march  of  improvement,  but  its  historic  as-  . 
sociations  will  still  cling  to  it,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  once  the  ■ 
home  of  the  eminent  statesman  and  public  benefactor  Cjovernor  De  ' 
Witt  Clinton  will  cause  it  to  be  remembered  b\  the  student  of  i 
American  history  long  after  it  has  ceased  to  exist  as  a  distinct  neigh-  ! 
borhood.  A  writer  in  the  New  York  Evening  Post  of  a  quarter  of  a  j 
century  ago  says  of  it:  j 

"The  original  settlement  was  probably  made  on  Turner's  Island,  i 
although  one  woidd  now  hardU  beliexe  that  more  than  two  hundred  ; 
years  ago  that  island  was  the  site  of  the  flourishing  Dutch  hamlet  ' 
with  quaint  gabled  cottages,  a  church  and  a  dominie,  and  a  group  of  i 
Indian  wigwams  scattered  among  the  forests  and  uplands  bordering  , 
on  the  marshes.  ! 

"In    1644  Director  Kieft   despatched  a  force  of  twenty-one  men 
under   La   Montague   and   Capt.    John    Lhiderhill   to   exterminate   the  ' 
Indians.       Landing    at    Cow    Bay    on    the    Sound    they    surprised    the  j 
Indian    \  illage    at    Maspeth    and    conveyed    their    saxage    prisoners    to  : 
New  Amsterdam,  where  the  Mespat  Indians  were  put  to  death. 

"On  the  upland  eastward  from  I'\irman's  Island  and  the  marshes  ; 
is  situated  the  modern  \'illage  of  Maspeth.      ^-     ^     ^     *      Ascending  ■ 
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the  gentle  eminence  to  the  left  we  find  the  mansion  and  hospitable 
home  of  Mr.  William  Furman,  the  earliest  promoter  of  fish  culture 
in  the  country.  His  well-stocked  and  \'erv  successfid  trout  ponds 
are  in  the  neio-hborhood.  Here  formerU'  lived  Mr.  Garret  Furman, 
the  'guide,  philosopher  and  friend  of  Maspeth.  In  a  quiet  corner  of 
the  grounds  is  the  ancient  burial  place  of  the  ancestors  of  the  late 
Dr.  Valentine  Mott.  Tlie  maternal  branch  of  his  family  the  Ways, 
who  were  prominent  Quakers  formerU'  owned  the  estate.  Up  to  the 
time  of  the  Revolution  a  large  part  of  the  population  belonged  to 
the  SocietN'  of  b'riends,  and  in  earU  times  the\'  sufTered  much  perse- 
cution. W\  that  is  left  is  tlieir  old  burvino-  crround  eastward  from 
the  village. 

"Yet  further  on,  at  the  eastern  limit  of  the  Furman  property  is  a 
road  leadiniT  northwardly  to  the  banks  of  the  Newtown  Creek,  and 
beside  this  road,  embowered  in  stately  trees  is  the  old  home  of  De 
Witt  Cdinton.  At  an  early  day  it  was  the  abode  Joseph  Sackett,  a 
worthy  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  who  died  at  a  vener- 
able ai^e,  twenty  years  before  the  Revolution.  Then  Walter  I'Vank- 
lin,  an  opulent  New  York  merchant,  lived  here  till  his  death  in  1780. 
After  him  it  was  occupied  by  Colonel  Corsa,  renowned  for  his  chiv- 
alry at  l^)rt  l-'rontenac  in  the  old  bVench  War.  De  Witt  Clinton, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  l^Vanklin,  and  a  niece  of  Corsa,  succeeded 
him,  and  made  this  favored  mansion  his  country  residence  for  a  con- 
siderable part  of  his  life.  It  was  here  he  planned  the  stupendous  un- 
dertaking of 'uniting  the  waters  of  Frie  with  the  ocean.' 

"Afterwards  the  venerable  building  became  the  home  of  judge 
David  S.  Jones,  whose  father,  Mr.  Samuel  Jones,  was  called  by  his 
illustrious  pupil  '  the  father  of  the  bar  of  New  York.' 
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COUNTRY  HOME  OF  GOVERNOR  DE  WITT  CLINTON,    AT  MASPETH,   L.   I. 
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SAGAMORE    HILL. 


The  Home  of  Prksidknt  Roosevelt  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  L 


npHE    town    of  Oyster    Bay,    one   of  the   oldest  settlements  in  the 

country,  had  only  a  local  reputation  until,  bv  a  fortunate  chain 

of  circumstances,    it  became  the  home  ot   a    President  of    the  United 

States,    the    first    town    on    Long    Island    to    enjoy    that    distinction, 
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although    the   island    has    been    the    birthplace   or  residence  of  many 
famous  men. 

The  name  suggests  simply  that  choice  shell  hsh,  the  boast  ot 
American  epicures,  and  y.et  its  natural  beauties  are  probably  not  sur- 
passed by  any  town  on  the  island.  It  has  a  history  of  oyer  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years.  Its  "discoyery"  dates  back  almost  to  the  time 
of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  and  it  was  a  ''bone  of 
contention"  between  the  Puritans  and  the  Hollanders,  for  years  after 
its  discovery. 

DeVries  in  his  journal  under  date  of  January  4,  1639,  says: 
"We  anchored  in  the  eastern  hayen,  a  commodious  hayen,  a  little 
north  of  Long  Island.  This  haven  is  in  the  Island  upwards  of  two 
miles  wide.  We  found  oysters  there  from  which  the  Dutch  call  it 
Oyster  Bay." 

Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  said  of  it:  "Oyster  Bay,  so  called  from  the  abundance  of  fine 
and  delicate  oysters  which  are  found  there,  is  a  short  league  across  at 
the  mouth,  deep  and  navigable,  without  either  rocks  or  sand;  it  runs 
inland  nearly  west,  and  divides  itself  into  two  rivers,  which  are  broad 
and  clear,  on  which  lie  some  fine  maixe  lands.  This  land  is  situated 
on  such  a  beautiful  bay  and  ri\'er  that  it  could  at  little  cost  be  con- 
verted into  good  farms  for  the  plough.  There  are  also  some  fine 
hay-valleys. 

The  first  purchase  of  land  by  the  English  in  Oyster  Bay  was  by 
Matthew  Sunderland  and  James  Farrett  for  Earl  Sterling,  and  the 
following  is  a  true  copy  of  this  purchase: 

"Know  all  men  whom  this  p'sent  writeing  may  concern,  that  I, 
James    ffarett,    Genl.    Deputy    to    the    Right  Honourable,  the  Earl  of 
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Sterlinge  doe  by  these  p'sents  in  the  name  and  behalfe  of  the  said 
Earl,  and  in  my  own  name  as  his  deputy  as  it  doth  or  may  in  any 
way  concerne  myselfe,  give  and  giant  free  liberty  unto  Matthew 
Sunderland,  seaman,  at  Boston  in  New  England,  to  possesse  and 
ymprove  and  enjoy  two  little  necks  of  land,  the  one  upon  the  east  side 
of  Oyster  Bay  Harbour,  wich  two  necks  and  every  part  therein  and  all 
belofiging  thereunto,  or  that  the  aforesaid  two  necks  may  aftora,  to 
remaine  to  the  said  Matthew  Sunderland,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for 
now  and  ever  with  full  power  to  the  said  Matthew  to  dispose  thereof 
at  his  own  pleasure."  -^  ^  -^  -^  The  consideration  named  was 
that  "  the  said  Matthew  Sunderland  should  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  said  Earle  or  his  Deputy  tenn  shillings  lawful  money  of 
England,  and  the  first  payment  to  be  and  beginnin  upon  Lady  Day 
next  ensueinge  in  the  yeare  of  God  1640  years,  so  to  continue.  And 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Matthew  to  compoint  and  agree  with 
the  Indians  that  now  have  the  possession  of  the  said  necks  for  their 
constant  good  will.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  set  my  hand  and  scale 
this  being  the  i  8th  day  of  June,   1639.  James  fferrett. 

Among  the  early  New  York  families  to  establish  a  summer  home 
at  Oyster  Bay  was  that  of  Cornelius  Van  Schaick  Roosevelt,  the  grand- 
father of  the  present  representative  of  the  family  here.  The  place 
where  he  resided  was  known  as  "Tranquility,"  and  to  him  it  was  all 
that  the  name  implied — rest,  peace  and  quietness.  His  son  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  Sen.,  the  father  of  the  Vice-President,  became  very  much 
attached  to  the  place  and  spent  the  long  summer  and  autumn  months 
at  this  most  delightful  resort. 

Thus  it  happened  that  the  early  childhood  of  young  Theodore 
was  spent  amid  these  surroundings.  It  is  said  that  ''he  was  a  mere 
wisp  of  a  boy,    pale    and    puny,  without  health   or  strength.     But   he 


36  LONG  ISLAND   HLSTQRIC   HOMES. 

had  a  will,  and  determined  to  overcome  his  lack  ot  physical  vigor." 
The  boys  in  the  neighborhood  knew  him  as  the  wiry,  earnest,  deter- 
mined little  fellow,  perfectly  fearless,  and  ready  to  encounter  any 
difficulty  or  danger  that  would  add  to  his  bodily  health  and  strength. 
He  "rode  and  swam  and  climbed  and  jumped;"  his  "vacht"  was  a 
row  boat  in  which  he  could  exercise  his  muscles  and  toughen  every 
limb,  and  this  "toughening"  process  was  continued  years  after  on  his 
western  ranch. 

Memories  of  his  childhood  days  at  Oyster  Bay  clung  to  him  long 
after  he  left  home  to  prepare  for  his  great  life  work,  and  not  long 
after  his  graduation  in  i(S<So  he  purchased  one  hundred  acres,  mostly 
woodland,  to  which  he  ga\  e  the  name  of  "Sagamore  Hill" — a  name 
at  the  time  having  no  particular  signihcance — but,  associated  with  his 
subsequent  achievements  it  is  fitly  named. 

Sagamore  Hill  is  situated  near  the  centre  of  the  town  about  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  terminus  of  the  Oyster  Bay  Branch  of  the 
Long  Island  Railroad.  The  drive  along  the  bay  and  through  the 
residential  part  of  the  town  is  a  most  delightful  one.  A  few  old  land- 
marks are  seen  which  recall  memories  of  the  past,  but  the  beautiful 
residences  on  either  side  of  the  road,  shaded  by  fine  old  forest  trees 
— notably  the  oak,  locust,  chestnut  and  maple — form  a  most  attract- 
ive picture  and  give  a  homelike  appearance  to  all  the  surroundings. 

The  entrance  to  Sagamore  Hill  is  up  a  winding  road  through  a 
thickly  wooded  country  for  some  distance  until  a  "Private  Road" 
turning  sharply  to  the  left  is  reached,  which  leads  up  to  the  home  of 
the  Vice-President.  The  \'icw  on  reaching  the  crest  of  the  hill  is  a 
most  beautiful  one,  although  partly  obscured  on  the  west  and  south 
side  of  the  house  by  the  dense  growth  of  forest  trees.  From  the  east 
and  south  side  a  fine  \  iew  of  the  bay  is  presented.     A  lawn  of  several 
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eral  acres  slopes  down  to  the  wall  ot  forest  trees,  and  the  other  side 
which  is  nearly  le\el,  is  devoted  to  farming  purposes.  A  variety  of 
shade  trees  and  shrubs  are  scattered  here  and  there,  both  in  front  and 
rear  of  the  house,  which  is  the  only  attempt  at  ornamentation. 

The  house  is  what  is  known  as  the  Queen  Anne  style  of  archi- 
tecture, which  was  the  pre\'ailing  style  previous  to  the  introduction 
of  the  colonial,  but  in  many  respects  superior  to  the  latter.  It  is  a 
substantial  edifice,  the  first  story  being  of  brick,  the  second  and  third 
stories  of  frame.  A  wide  piazza  extends  around  two  sides  from  which 
a  beautiful  view  of  the  surrounding  country  is  obtained. 

The  entrance  to  the  house  is  through  a  vine-covered  porte 
cochere.  The  wide  hall,  simply  furnished,  contains  numerous 
trophies  of  the  Colonel's  life  in  the  far  west.      The  large  library,  the 

entrance  of  which  is 
from  the  hall,  looks 
like  the  workshop  of 
an  active  brain  worker. 
A  portrait  of  the  father 
which  hangs  on  the 
wall  looks  benignly 
down  on  the  son  who 
with  unceasing  energy 
and  tireless  industry 
works  out  the  great 
problems  of  life,  stim- 
ulating in  others  a  desire  to  be  something  and  do  something  for 
their  fellow  men. 

Everything  about  the  house  is  simple  and  homelike,  with  no  at- 
tempt at   display  or    useless    ornamentation.      The   children    rough  it 
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as  did  their  father,  enjoying  the  utmost  freedom,  apparently  un- 
concious  of  the  honors  that  have  been  showered  upon  the  father  by 
a  grateful  and  appreciative  constituency.  The  veteran  war-horse 
"Texas"  that  carried  him  through  the  Santiago  campaign  munches 
his  oats  and  hay  in  the  stable  in  peace  and  quietness,  glad  no  doubt 
that  his  campaigning  days  are  over  and  that  for  the  remainder  of  his 
life  he  can  enjoy  the  cool  breezes  of  Oyster  Bay  in  summer  and  a 
warm  comfortable  stall  in  winter. 

RoOSRVELT    AND    AlIJED    FaMILIES. 

This  family  was  one    of    considerable    importance    in    Holland  as 

shown    by    the    Coat    Armour,    indicating    the 
origin  of  the  family. 

Arms — Argent  on  a  mount  vert,  a  rose 
bush  with  three  roses  ppr. 

Crest — Three  ostrich  feathers  per  pale, 
gules  and  argent. 

Motto — Qui  plantavit  curabit.  [The  one 
who  planted  it  will  take  care  of  it.] 

.^^  This    is    the    same    in     substance    as    that 

XX])\ipZ\tVl,  borne  on  the  arms  of  the    State    of   Connecti- 

cut, viz.:    ^ti  translulit  sustc?iit.      [He  who  transplanted  sustains.] 

Claes  Martinzen  Van  Roosevelt,  meaning  Nicholas  the  son  of 
Martin,  of  the  Roseheld,  who  emigrated  to  America  from  Holland 
in  1654,  was  the  first  of  the  name  in  this  country.  His  descendants 
intermarried  with  the  Schuylers,  Bogaerts,  Provosts,  Van  Schaieks, 
De  Peysters,  Latrobes,  HofTmans,  Barclays,  Van  Courtlandts,  Lispen- 
ards,  etc. 
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The  family  earlv  obtained  an  extensive  tract  of  land  in  New  York 
Citv,  extending  from  Chatham  Street  to  the  East  River,  lying  between 
Pearl,  Roosevelt  and  Catharine  streets,  or,  as  it  was  originally  called, 
Riitger's  Old  Farm.  Hence  in  this  way  and  by  its  commercial  en- 
terprise it  has  became  affluent.  The  family  has  been  represented  in 
Colonial  and  State  afTairs  through  every  generation  down  to  the  pres- 
ent period,  and  owing  to  the  achievements  of  the  present  representa- 
tive of  the  family  the  name  is  as  familiar  to  every  schoolboy  through- 
out the  country  as  is  that  of  Washington  or  Grant. 

The  wife  of  Claes  Martinzen  Van  Roosevelt  was  Jannetje  Samuels 
or  Thomas,  probably  the  latter.      They  had  issue: 

Elsje  Roosevelt,  born  Feb.  12,  1652. 

Anna  Margaret,  born  Aug.  23,   1654,  died  young. 

Christina,  born  [uly  30,   1656. 

Nicholas,  bap.  Sept.   10,   1658. 

Martin,  bap.  Sept.  10,   1659. 

Nicholas  Roosevelt,  fourth  child  of  Claes  and  Jannitje  Roosevelt, 
was  bap.  Oct.  2,  1658.  He  married  Dec.  26,  1682,  Heytje  Jans. 
He  was  Alderman  of  New  York,  1698  to  1701.  He  removed  to 
Esopus,  and  died  July  30,  1742.  By  his  wife  Heytje  Jans  he  had 
issue:  Johannes,  born  Feb.  27,  1689;  l^'.lsje,  bap.  Jan.  1,  1691; 
Jannetje,  Isaac,  bap.  Feb.  18,  1701;  Nicholas,  Rachel,  Jacobus, 
bap.  1692. 

jlObanneS  ROOSmIt,  eldest  child  of  Nicholas  and  Heytje  (Jans  ) 
Roosevelt,  was  bap.  Feb.  27,  1689.  He  was  Assistant  Alderman 
of  New  York  from  1717  till  1727  and  Alderman  from  1730  until 
1733.  He  married  Heltje  Sjverts.  This  name  is  also  spelt  Hyla 
Suerts  in    the  Dutch  records   of  New  York.      She  was   the  daughter 
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of  Olphert   Suerts,  who    married    Margricji    Cloppcrs  (born  May  30,  | 

1708)  daughter  of  Cornelius    |ansen    Clopper.      The    latter    resided  ; 
on  Maiden  Lane,  corner  ot    Pearl  Street  called  Smet's  Valley  or  Fly 

in   1664.      Valentine   says:    "He  had    long   resided  on  the  corner  of  i 

Maiden    Lane    and    was   considered    in    his    day    one    of    the    wealthy  | 

citizens."       He  was  ot  Dutch  descent  and  was  estimated  to  be  worth  ; 

^10,000.      At    that   date    there    were    only    ten    men    in    New   York  ' 
estimated  to  be  worth  that  amount. 

Johannes  Roosevelt  bv  his  wife  Hyla  Suerts  had  issue:    Margaret,  j 

bap.    May    5,    1709;    Nicholas,    bap.   Oct.    1710;    Maris,    June    12,  , 

1720;    Oliver,  born    Feb.  7,    1716;    yacobus^  born    Aug.    13,   1724;  j 

Cornelius,  July  8,   1721.  J 

]|dCObU$    Roosevelt,    fifth    child  of   Johannes,   was    born    Aug.     14,  ; 

1724.      He  married  hrst,  Annetje  Bogart;    second,  Elenora  Thomp-  j 

son.      By   his   first  wife    he    had    Anna,  married    Andrew    Hermance;  I 

Helena,    born     Aug.     1,     1761;    Margaret,   born    March     12,    1755;  j 

Maria,  born  June  3,   1763;    John,  born  Jan.   16,   1751  i    yacobusA2\  \ 

born  Oct.  25,   1759;    Nicholas,  died  young.  ■ 

j 

3(IC0bU$  Roosevelt,  (2)  son  of  Jacobus  (i)  and  Annetje  (Bogaert)  ^ 

Roosevelt,  was  born  Oct.  25,   1759;    died    Aug.  13,  1840.      He  was  j 
known  as  James  L  Ronsevelt.      Hg  was  Commissary  during  the  War 
of  the    Revolution,  gi\ing    his    services  gratiutously.      "Getting  sup- 
plies" for  the  Continental  army  became  so  impressed  on  his  mind  as 

to  enter  into  his  every-dav  transactions,  and  long  after  the  war  when-  ; 

ever  he  went  to  market  (as  was  the  custom  of  the  head  of  the  family  \ 
m  those  days,  taking  a  servant  along  to  carry    the    basket)    he  always 

referred  to  it  as  going  for  supplies.      He    married  Mary  Van  Schaick.  j 
They  had  issue  Catharine,  married  Michael  Burke,  Henry,  Alfred,  died 
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young;  Nicholas,  born  1767,  died  young;  James  ).  Cornelius  J  .  S. 
born   I  794. 

Cornelius  Uan  Scbaick  RooseiJelf,  youngest  child  of  jacobus  (2), 

was  born  Jan.  30,  1794.  From  his  father  and  grandfather  he  in- 
herited a  large  fortune,  and  this  he  augmented  bv  various  successful 
financial  ventures,  becoming  one  of  the  richest  men  in  New  ^  ork. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  importation  of  hardware  and 
plate  glass.  He  was  one  of  those  who  founded  the  Chemical  l^ank 
on  the  single  principle  of  honesty,  and  that  institution  has  never  failed 
to  pay  its  obligations  in  gold,  and  during  the  Civil  War  redeemed  its 
notes  at  one  time  at  $280  in  greenbacks.  He  introduced  in  busi- 
ness the  principle  of  giving  no  notes. 

Mr.  Roosevelt  married  Margaret  Barnhill,  of  Scotch-Irish  ances- 
try, of  Pennsylvania.  Her  grandfather  was  Thomas  Potts,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress. 

The  issue  of  this  marriage  was: 

Weir. 

C.  V.  S.  Jr. 

[ames  A. 

Robert. 

Theodore  ( /). 

CbCOdOrC  Roosevelt,  (O  youngest  child  of  ComeHus  Van  Schaick 
Roosevelt  and  Margaret  (Barnhill)  Roosevelt  his  wife,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  Sept.  29,  1831,  died  there  Feb.  9,  1878.  He  joined  the 
firm  of  Roosevelt  &  Co.,  glass  importers,  then  located  at  No.  2 
Maiden  Lane,  and  continued  in  that  business  till  1876,  when  he  es- 
tablished a  banking  house  in  partnership  with  his  son  at  No.  32  Pine 
street.      Mr.  Roosevelt  was  among    the    pioneers   in   the  development 
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of  what  was  known  as  the  up-tovvn  district  of  Manhattan  Island.  He 
built  an  elegant  residence  on  West  57th  street,  and  there  he  passed 
the  last  hours  ot  his  life. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Roosevelt  was  one  of  the  three  State 
Commissioners  of  Public  Charities,  a  position  for  which  he  was  ad- 
mirably fitted  by  his  experience  and  his  peculiar  devotion  to  philan- 
thropic enterprises.  He  was  Vice-President  of  the  Union  League 
Club,  and  a  member  of  the  Century,  St.  Nicholas,  and  \'arious  other 
kindred  organizations.  When  Arthur  was  supposed  to  be  on  the 
point  of  gix'ing  up  the  position  of  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York 
attention  was  turned  upon  Mr.  Roosevelt  as  a  gentleman  conspicu- 
ously fitted  for  it,  and  one  who,  it  was  thought  would  discharge  its 
functions  to  the  advantage  of  the  communitv  and  his  own  honor.  At 
first  an  opposition  was  made  on  account  of  his  participation  in  an 
importing  business  from  which  some  believed  he  had  not  entirely 
alienated  himself.  He  was  tendered  the  position  by  President  Hays, 
but  the  Senate,  for  the  above  named  reasons,  failed  to  confirm  the 
appointment. 

Mr.  Roosevelt's  charitable  enterprises  were  so  numerous  and  varied 
in  character  that  it  is  difficult  to  refer  to  them  all,  bvit  perhaps  no 
more  useful  institution  owes  to  him  a  share  of  its  paternity  than  the 
Orthopoedic  Hospital  in  59th  street  near  Ninth  avenue.  Knowing 
that  prompt  and  skilled  treatment  would  in  many  instances  spare  the 
victims  of  accident  or  disease  from  becoming  deformed  he  had  lent 
his  best  exertions  to  establish  an  institution  where  such  permanent 
treatment  would  be  really  accessible. 

The  Newsboy's  Lodging  House  is  also  deeply  indebted  to  him 
for  its  success.  From  its  inception  he  paid  special  attention  to  the 
development  of  its  resources  and   the  perfection  of    its  management. 
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The  uptown  branch  of  the  establishment  devolved  entirely  upon  him 
for  a  support  which  was  liberally  accorded.  He  also  greatly  enlisted 
himself  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  aided  bv  his  counsel  and  his  purse  in 
developing  its  usefulness.  In  fact,  during  a  business  career  which  ab- 
sorbed a  great  part  of  his  time  and  thought  for  the  amelioration  of  his 
fellow-creatures'  conditions,  and  in  evolving  plans  for  having  charity 
more  widely  distributed  and  turned  to  the  best  advantage.  When  the 
scheme  of  uniting  all  benevolent  organizations  for  the  purpose  of 
mutual  assistance  and  general  co-operation  was  proposed,  Mr.  Roose- 
velt warmly  encouraged  the  movement.  He  took,  part  in  organizing 
the  Bureau  of  United  Charities  which  he  believed  would  subserve  a 
great  object,  but  was  forced  with  his  associates  to  give  over  his  design 
by  the  disinclination  of  some  charitable  institutions  to  make  their 
methods  and  resources  public. 

He  married  Martha,  daughter  of  James  and  Martha  Oswald  Bul- 
loch, of  Roswell,  Ga.  Her  maternal  great  grandfather  was  Daniel 
Stewart,  who  joined  the  Revolutionary  army  when  a  boy  and  was 
captured  by  the  British,  but  escaped  from  a  prison  ship  and  afterwards 
served  as  captain  under  Sumter  and  Marion. 

Martha  Bulloch's  paternal  grandfather  was  James  Bulloch  who 
was  a  captain  of  the  Georgia  troops  in  the  Revolution  and  an  original 
member  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati.  James  Bulloch's  father  was 
Archibald  Bulloch,  first  Revolutionary  Governor  of  Georgia,  who 
married  Mary  de  Vaux,  whose  paternal  grandfather,  a  Huguenot,  fled 
from  France  after  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Her  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  Edward  Bellinger,  one  of  the  Carolina  land- 
graves. Archibald  Bulloch's  father  was  James  Bulloch,  who  came 
from  Scotland  about  171  5,  and  settled  in  Georgia;  was  a  member  of 
the  Provincial  Congress,  and  held  positions  of  honor  and  trust.      He 
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was  a  blood  relation  of  the  Douglasses,  Bartons  and  other  prominent 
families.  ; 


The  issue  of  the  marriage  ot  Theodore  Roosevelt  (i)  and  Martha  i 
(Bulloch)  Roosevelt,  his  wife,  was  ! 

I.  Anna,  married  C-apt.  W.  S.  Cowles,  U.  S.  N.  I 

II.  Theodore,  ! 

III.  Elliott,  i 

IV.  Corinne,  married  Douglass  Robinson,  jr.  1 

Mrs.  Roosevelt  died  Feb.  15,  1884.  She  was  a  member  of  the  i 
Rev.  Dr.  Hall's  Church,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  manv  charities,  ' 
including  the  Orthopoedic  Hospital,  of  which  her  husband  was  one  of  \ 
the  founders.  I 

TThe  data  for  the  following   sketch    was   gathered    from    cyclope-  ] 

dias  and  other  publications,  without  the  assistance  or  co-operation  of  1 

the  subject  himself,  who  has  neither  the  time    nor   the    inclination    to  \ 

devote  to  personal  matters.      The  proofs,  however,  have  been  submit-  ! 

ted  to  competent  authority  for  revision  and  correction.] 

i 
Col.  CbCOdOrC  ROOSCl^Clt,  t^^ldest  son  of  Theodore  (  1  )    and  Martha  j 

(Bullock)  Roosevelt,  was  born    in    New    York    City,  Oct.  27,    1858,  '. 

graduated  at  Harxard  in    1880.       Politics    seemed    to    have  a  fascina-  { 

tion  for   him    from    the    beginning,    but    before   entering  the    field   he  j 

called  on  his  uncle  Robert  and  said,  "  Uncle  Bob  I  want  your  advice.  ! 

Shall    I    run    for   the    Assemblv'"     "I    can't   say,"    replied  his  uncle,  i 

"Here    is    Col.  Charles    Hutchinson,    of    Utica,  who  may  answer   the  . 

.         -      i 
question."      "Take   it,"    said    Hutchinson,    "there's   an    opening   fori 

voung  men  of   independent    fortune    and   good    education    in    public  \ 

life.      You  ought  to  make  the  experiment." 
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Young  Roosevelt  "made  the  experiment"  and  succeeded  as  he 
has  in  every  subsequent  "experiment"  of  his  life.  The  word  "fail  " 
is  not  a  part  of  his  vocabulary.  He  literally  "batters  down"  all  op- 
position as  he  did  on  the  famous  field  of  San  [uan,  and  then  quietly 
surveys  the  situation  and  sums  up  the  cost  preparatory  to  a  second 
onslaught  if  necessary. 

A  writer  in  one  of  the  New  York  dailies  gives  his  impressions  of 
the  young  man  as  he  saw  him  at  a  State  Convention  some  time  after 
his  first  election  to  the  Assembly. 

"  Mr.  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  the  Convention  seemed  to  be  a 
light-footed,  agile,  nervous,  yet  prompt  boy,  with  light  brown,  yet 
slightly  curling  hair,  blue  eyes  and  an  eye-glass,  and  ready  to  rise  and 
speak  with  a  clear,  sharp  boyish  voice,  a  manner  more  of  the  under- 
graduate than  the  finished  orator,  but  unmistakable,  candid,  untrifling 
and  withal  kind  and  chivalric.  He  has  a  slight  flush  of  the  counten- 
ance, and  resolute  expression  of  the  head,  well  adapted  to  start  sym- 
pathy and  possibly  enthusiasm.  1  was  a  little  reminded  of  Blanche 
Roosevelt,  the  singer.  He  applauded  Warner  Miller  with  his  hands 
when  the  latter  was  applauded  in  rising  to  make  a  counter  nomina- 
tion. George  Bliss  applauded  Roosevelt  with  his  feet  but  did  not 
applaud  Miller.  Roosevelt  sometimes  turned  and  conferred  with 
Robert  McCord  behind  him.  He  set  the  conciliatory,  yet  manly 
tone  in  much  which  characterized  the  whole  Convention,  and  I  never 
saw  a  State  Convention  anywhere  in  the  Union,  though  I  have  seen 
them  from  Massachusetts  to  Michigan  and  South  Carolina,  equal 
in  modesty,  intelligence  and  appearance  as  this."      "^      "^      '^ 

Young  Roosevelt  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  as  a  Republican. 
He  led  the  minority  during  the  session  of  1882,  was  active  in  reform 
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measures,  and  on  his  re-election  in  1883,  was  largely  instrumental  in 
carrying  out  the  State  Civil  Servace  Reform  Law  and  an  act  for  regu- 
lating primary  elections.  As  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Cities 
in  1884  he  succeeded  in  abolishing  the  fees  of  the  County  Clerk  and 
Register,  and  in  providing  for  their  payment  by  salaries;  curtailing 
abuses  in  the  Sherift's  and  Surrogate's  offices,  and  securing  a  passage 
of  a  bill  that  deprived  aldermen  of  the  power  to  confirm  appoint- 
ments to  office,  and  centered  in  the  Mayor  the  reponsibility  of  ad- 
ministering municipal  affairs.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  New  York 
delegation  to  the  National  Republican  Convention  in  1884,  and  an 
unsuccessful  candidate  for  Mayor  of  New  York  in  1886.  He  was 
nominated  as  an  Independent,  but  was  endorsed  by  the  Republicans. 
In  May,  1889,  President  Harrison  appointed  him  Civil  Service  Com- 
missioner, and  he  served  as  President  of  the  Board  until  May,  1895. 
He  succeeded  in  changing  the  whole  system  of  public  appointments 
and  in  establishing  important  reforms.  He  resigned  in  May,  1895, 
to  accept  the  position  of  President  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Police 
Commissioners  and  with  characteristic  energy  and  vigor  he  began  the 
work  of  reform  by  the  application  of  ci\'il  service  principles  in  ap- 
pointments to  and  promotions  on  the  force.  He  rigidly  enforced 
the  excise  law  and  succeeded  in  closing  the  saloons  on  the  Sabbath, 
and  in  purifying  the  city  of  many  corrupting  influences  which  then 
existed. 

Col.  Roosevelt's  life  on  his  ranch  on  the  borders  of  the  Little 
Missouri  in  the  far  West,  with  all  its  exciting  ad\  entiires  has  been 
given  in  his  ''  Hunting  Trips  of  a  Ranchman."  He  went  out  as  a 
"tenderfoot,"  but  he  was  soon  able  to  give  the  cowboy  and  the  ranch- 
man points  that  they  little  dreamed  of. 

Col.  Roosevelt  is  as  modest  as  he  is  brave,  and  his  most  intimate 
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friends  could  never  succeed  in  drawing  from  him  any  incident  ot  his 
life,  the  description  of  which  necessitated  anv  reference  to  himself  as 
the  hero.  The  following  incident  would  probably  never  have  found 
its  way  into  print  but  for  the  fact  that  the  local  editor  considered 
the  joke  on  the  ''  profession  "  too  good  to  be  suppressed. 

It  appears  that  the  Colonel  while  stopping  at  a  hotel  in  a  border 
town  was  approached  by  a  typical  western  "  tough,"  who  with  ac- 
customed western  politeness  invited  the  "tenderfoot"  to  take  a  drink. 
The  invitation  was  politely  declined  with  thanks.  It  was  repeated, 
and  this  time  pressed  by  the  ''tough"  with  his  finger  on  the  trigger  of 
his  gun.  Suddenly  he  felt  something  between  his  eves  and  the  ball 
struck  wide  of  the  mark  and  entered  the  ceiling  above.  He  fell 
backwards  and  went  to  sleep.  When  he  awoke  he  was  not  certain 
whether  he  had  been  struck  with  a  cannon  ball  or  the  heels  of  a  mule; 
he  concluded,  however,  that  it  was  not  always  safe  to  meddle  with  a 
"tenderfoot." 

Col.  Roosevelt  first  became  known  to  the  general  public  outside 
of  his  own  State  when  he  accepted  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  in  1897.  Shortly  after  he  assumed  the  duties  of  office  he 
asked  for  an  appropriation  of  $800,000  for  ammunition  for  practical 
target  shooting  in  the  Navy,  and  a  few  months  later  for  another  ap- 
propriation of  $500,000  for  the  same  purpose.  The  results  at 
Manilla  and  Santiago  justified  what  was  considered  at  the  time  reck- 
less extravagance.  His  connection  with  the  Spanish  War  which  fol- 
lowed is  best  told  in  the  language  of  Col.  Watterson  in  his  History  of 
the  Spanish-American  War.      He  says: 

"It  is  the  nature  of  Americans  to  welcome  bold  experiments  and 
to  applaud  success.  There  was  no  volunteer  body  of  the  war  that 
received  as  much  attention  and  invited  as  much    interest   as  the  regi- 
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ment  of  cav'alrv  known  as  Roosevelt's  Rough  Riders.  That  was  its 
popular  name  although  Lieut. -Colonel  Roose\'elt  was  but  second  in 
command.  His  was  the  resolute  spirit  that  prompted  its  organiza- 
tion and  fixed  public  interest  upon  it. 

"The  Honorable  Iheodore  Roosevelt  was  Assistant  Secretarv  ot 
the  Navy  at  the  opening  ot  the  war,  one  of  those  characteristic  per- 
sonalities in  the  public  and  pri\  ate  lite  ot  the  United  States  that  rep- 
resent the  \  igor  ot  democracy  without  regard  to  difference  ot  opinion. 
Of  the  old  Dutch  stock  ot  New  York's  oldest  settlers  he  was  born  to 
great  wealth  and  with  determined  character.  Carefullv  educated  in 
universities  he  made  his  entrance  into  politics  early,  with  vigorous 
ideals  and  practical  methods.  Greeted  with  the  epithet  of  the  'dude' 
politician  he  received  the  epithet  with  the  good  nature  that  an  ath- 
letic, courageous  and  good-natured  man  would  naturally  exhibit. 

He  was  soon  a  representative  in  national  conventions,  was  the 
forlorn  hope  ot  his  party  tor  the  mayoralty  of  New  York,  was  ap- 
pointed President  ot  the  Civil  Servive  Commission,  was  Police  Com- 
missioner ot  New  York  and  became  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  I  897.  Recognizing  then  the  probabilities  of  a  war  with  Spain, 
he  began  to  encourage  the  system  of  State  Naval  Reserves,  and  made 
many  addresses  in  which  he  upheld  the  manful  necessity  ot  war  to 
compel  peace  and  secure  justice.  The  good  condition  ot  the  Navy 
at  the   outbreak  of  war  was  largely  due  to  his  labor  and    enthusiasm. 

When  war  was  inevitable  he  resigned  his  position  as  Assistant 
Secretary  and  asked  tor  a  commission  to  organize  a  regiment  of 
cavalry  of  which  Dr.  Wood  was  to  be  commissioned  Colonel.  Great 
was  the  public  surprise.  His  friends  remonstrated  with  him,  and 
urged  that  he  was  jeopardizing  his  career.      I'he  authorities  suggested 
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that  he  would  be  invaluable  in  the  Navv  Department.  "The  Navy 
Department,"  he  answered,  "is  in  good  order.  1  have  done  all  I 
can  here.  There  are  other  men  who  can  carry  it  on  as  well  as  I, 
but  I  should  be  false  to  mv  ideals,  false  to  the  views  I  have  openly 
expressed,  if  I  were  to  remain  here  while  fighting  is  going  on  after 
urging  other  men  to  risk  their  lives  for  their  countrv."  He  declined 
a  Colonel's  commission  and  asked  it  for  his  friend  Dr.  Wood. 
There  was  his  answer  in  this  self-reliant  courage  of  American  man- 
hood. Mr.  Roosevelt  had  written  admirable  historical  works,  exciting 
stories  of  adventure  in  hunting  "big  game"  while  he  was  leading 
the  life  of  a  ranchman  in  the  far  West.  He  was  at  once  at  the  be- 
ginning and  end  of  the  American  type,  rich,  intelligent,  thoughtful, 
cultured,  and  had  sa?id. 

Referring  to  Colonel  Roosevelt's  participation  in  the  battle  of 
San  Juan,  Hon.  Henry  B.  Russell  in  "  The  Story  of  the  Two 
Wars"  said:  "A  little  before  4  o'clock  occurred  the  second  thrilling 
episode  of  the  day.  Under  the  brow  of  the  little  hill  a  council  of 
war  was  held,  the  question  being  whether  they  should  push  on  and 
take  the  main  hill  where  the  Spanish  blockhouses  were.  Colonel 
Roosevelt  volunteered  to  head  the  charge.  It  seemed  a  mad  rush. 
A  foreign  officer  standing  near  the  position  when  the  men  started 
out  to  make  the  charge  was  heard  to  say: 

"'Men,  for  heaven's  sake  don't  go  up  that  hill.  It  will  be  im- 
possible for  human  beings  to  take  that  position.  You  can't  stand 
the  fire.' 

"  But  with  a  terrific  yell  they  rushed  up  to  the  enemy's  works, 
and  the  Spanish,  whose  courage  had  fled  after  the  first  charge,  re- 
tired, and  when  night  came  they  had  been  driven  back  upon  the 
city. 
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Col.  Watterson,  in  describing  the  charge  said:  "After  a  mo- 
ment's pause  for  formation,  the  \olunteers,  with  Lieut.-Colonel 
Roosevelt  marching  in  front  of  the  line,  made  a  dash  for  the  block- 
house, the  men  raising  the  terrible  yell  of  the  Western  Indians  as 
they  went.  A  murderous  fire  poured  from  the  block  house.  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Roosevelt  turned  and  waving  his  sword  called  on  his  com- 
mand to  follow  him  up  the  hill.  The  Spaniards  poured  a  steady 
fire  and  for  a  second  the  volunteer  fighters  hesitated  under  the  shock 
of  it.  At  that  critical  moment  the  Tenth  Cavalrv  on  the  valley  road 
to  our  left  and  the  First  Cavalry  in  the  rear  that  had  been  ordered 
against  the  wings  of  the  enemv  had  made  their  attacks  and  charged 
up  the  slopes  with  the  intrepidity  of  disciplined  veterans.  The  sound 
of  the  guns  was  echoed  by  cheers  from  the  Rough  Riders  who 
dashed  against  the  block-house  with  cyclonic  force.  At  the  sight  of 
such  impetuous  daring  the  enemy  burst  from  the  fort  and  ran  to  the 
cover  of  the  woods  behind,  leaving  seventeen  dead  on  the  ground  as 
they  fled.  Then  they  gave  way  on  both  wings,  and  3,000  Spaniards 
were  in  full  flight  before  950  Americans  that  had  fought  against  en- 
ormous odds  and  disadvantages.  No  pursuit  was  possible,  and  our 
victorious  troops  camped  on  the  groimd  and  held  it." 

The  most  authentic  as  well  as  the  most  graphic  account  of  the 
famous  charge  of  Colonel  Roosevelt  is  that  given  bv  himself  in  "The 
Rough  Riders."       He  says: 

"The  infantry  got  nearer  and  nearer  the  crest  of  the  hill.  At 
last  we  could  see  the  Spaniards  running  from  the  rifle-pits  as  the 
Americans  came  on  in  their  final  rush.  Then  I  stopped  my  men 
for  fear  they  should  iniure  their  comrades,  and  called  to  them  to 
charge  the  next  line  of  trenches  on  the  hills  in  our  front,  from  which 
we  had  been  undergoing  a  good  deal  of  punishment.      Thinking  that 


LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC   HOMES.  51 

the  men  would  all  come,  I  jumped  over  the  wire  fence  in  front  of 
us  and  started  at  the  double;  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  troopers 
were  so  excited,  both  with  shooting  and  being  shot,  and  shouting  and 
cheering,  that  thev  did  not  hear,  or  did  not  heed  me;  and  after  run- 
ning about  a  hundred  y^rds,  I  found  I  had  only  five  men  along  with 
me.  Bullets  were  ripping  the  grass  all  around  us  and  one  of  the 
men.  Clay  Green,  was  mortally  wounded;  another,  Winslow  Clark, 
a  Harvard  man,  was  shot  first  in  the  leg  and  then  through  the  body 
"^  "^  *  "^  ■^.  There  was  no  use  going  with  the  remaining  three  men, 
and  J  bade  them  stay  where  thev  were  while  I  went  back  and 
brought  up  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  This  was  a  decidedly  cool  re- 
quest, for  there  was  reallv  no  possible  point  in  letting  them  stay 
there  while  I  went  back;  but  at  the  moment  it  seemed  perfectly 
natural  to  me,  and  apparently  so  to  them,  for  they  cheerfully  nod- 
ded and  sat  down  on  the  grass,  firing  back  at  the  line  of  trenches 
from  which  the  Spaniards  were  shooting  at  them.      Meanwhile  I  ran 

back,  jumped  over  the  wire  fence,  and 
went  over  the  crest  of  the  hill,  filled  with 
anger  against  the  troopers,  and  especially 
those  of  my  own  regiment  for  not  having 
accompanied  me.  Thev,  of  course,  were 
quite  innocent  of  wrong  doing;  and  even 
while  I  taunted  them  bitterly  for  not  hav- 
ing followed  me,  it  was  all  I  could  do  not 
to  smile  at  the  look  of  injury  and  surprise 
that  came  over  their  faces,  while  they 
cried  out,  'We  didn't  hear  you,  we  didn't 
see  you  go.  Colonel;  lead  on  now,  we'll 
sure  follow  you.'      I    wanted   the  other  regiments   to   come  too,  so  I 
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ran  down  to  where  General  Sumner  was  and  asked  him  if  I  might 
make  the  charge,  and  he  told  me  to  go  and  that  he  would  see  that 
the  men  followed.  Bv  this  time  everybody  had  his  attention 
attracted,  and  when  I  leaped  over  the  fence  again,  with  Major 
Jenkins  beside  me,  the  men  ot  the  various  regiments  which  were 
already  on  the  hill  came  with  a  rush  and  we  started  across  the 
wide  valley  which  lay  between  us  and  the  Spanish  intrenchments. 
■)f  -^f  -jf  -x-  Long  before  we  got  near  them  the  Spaniards  ran, 
save  a  few  here  and  there,  who  either  surrendered  or  were  shot 
down  ^'  '^  ^^  '^K  Lieutenant  Davis's  hrst  sergeant,  Clarence  Gould, 
killed  a  Spanish  soldier  with  his  revolver  just  as  the  Spaniard  was 
aiming  at  one  of  my  Rough  Riders.  At  about  the  same  time  I  also 
shot  one.  I  was  with  Henry  Bardshar,  running  up  at  the  double, 
and  two  Spaniards  leaped  from  the  trenches  and  fired  at  us,  not  ten 
yards  away.  As  they  turned  to  run  I  closed  in  and  fired  twice,  mis- 
sing  the  first  and  killing  the  second.  My  revolver  was  from  the 
sunken  battle-ship  Maine,  and  had  been  given  me  by  my  brother-in- 
law,  Capt.  W.  S.  Cowles  of  the  Navy.  At  the  time  I  did  not  know 
of  Gould's  exploit,  and  supposed  my  feat  to  be  unique;  and  al- 
though Gould  had  killed  his  Spaniard  in  the  trenches  not  very  far 
from  me,  I  never  learned  of  it  until  weeks  after. 

"There  was  a  very  great  confusion  at  this  time,  the  different 
regiments  being  completely  intermingled — white  regulars,  colored 
regulars  and  Rough  Riders.  General  Sumner  had  kept  a  consider- 
able force  in  reserve  on  Kettle  Hill,  under  Major  Jackson  of  the 
Third  Cavalry.  We  were  still  under  a  heavy  fire,  and  I  got  together 
a  mixed  lot  of  men  and  pushed  on  from  the  trenches  and  ranch- 
houses  which  we  had  just  taken,  driving  the  Spaniards  through  a  line 
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of  palm-trees  and  over  the  crest  of  a  chain  of  hills.  When  we 
reached  these  crests  we  found  ourselves  overlooking  Santiago. 

"  While  1  was  re-forming  the  troops  on  the  chain  ot  hills,  one  of 
General  Sherman's  aides,  Captain  Robert  Howze — as  dashing  and 
gallant  an  officer  as  there  was  in  the  whole  gallant  cavalry  division, 
by  the  w^ay — came  up  with  orders  to  me  to  halt  where  I  was,  not 
advancing  farther,  but  to  hold  the  hill  at  all  hazards. 

"  I  now  had  under  me  all  the  fragments  of  the  six  cavalry 
regiments  which  were  at  the  extreme  front,  being  the  highest  officer 
left  there,  and  I  was  in  immediate  command  of  them  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  afternoon  and  that  night.  ^  "^  The  Spaniards  who 
had  been  holding  the  trenches  and  the  line  of  hills,  had  fallen  back 
upon  their  supports  and  we  were  under  a  very  heavy  fire  both  from 
rifles  and  great  guns. 

"Our  artillery  made  one  or  two  efforts  to  come  into  action  on  the 
firing  line  of  the  infantry,  but  the  black  powder  rendered  each  at- 
tempt fruitless.  The  Spanish  guns  used  smokeless  powder,  so  that  it 
was  difficult  to  place  them. 

"  As  night  came  on  the  firing  gradually  died  away.  Before  this 
happened,  however.  Captains  Morton  and  Boughton,  of  the  Third 
Cavalry,  came  over  to  tell  me  that  a  rumor  had  reached  them  to  the 
effect  that  there  had  been  some  talk  of  retiring,  and  that  they  wished 
to  protest  in  the  strongest  manner.  I  had  been  watching  them  both, 
as  they  handled  their  troops  with  the  cool  confidence  of  the  veteran 
regular  officer,  and  had  been  congratulating  myself  that  they  were 
off"  toward  the  right  flank,  for  as  long  as  they  were  there  I  knew  I 
was  perfectly  safe  in  that  direction.  I  had  heard  no  rumor  about 
retiring,  and  I  cordially  agreed  with  them  that  it  would  be  far  worse 
than  a  blunder  to  abandon  our  position. 
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"  Soon  after  dark,  General  Wheeler,  who  in  the  afternoon  had 
resumed  command  of  the  cavalry  division,  came  to  the  front.  A 
very  few  words  with  General  Wheeler  reassured  us  about  retiring. 
He  had  been  through  too  much  heavy  fighting  in  the  Civil  War  to 
regard  the  present  fight  as  very  serious,  and  he  told  us  not  to  be 
vinder  any  apprehension,  for  he  had  sent  word  that  there  was  no  need 
whatever  of  retiring,  and  was  sure  we  would  stay  where  we  were 
until  the  chance  came  to  advance.  He  was  second  in  command, 
and  to  him  more  than  to  anv  other  one  man  was  due  the  prompt 
abandonment  of  the  proposal  to  fall  back — a  proposal  which  if 
adopted,  would  have  meant  shame  and  disaster.  Shortly  afterwards 
General  Wheeler  sent  us  orders  to  intrench.  ^'  ■^"  We  finished  dig- 
ging the  trench  soon  after  midnight,  and  then  the  worn-out  men 
laid  down  in  rows  on  their  rifles  and  dropped  heavily  to  sleep.  "^  ^ 
Before  anyone  had  time  to  awake  from  the  cold,  however,  we  were 
all  awakened  by  the  Spaniards,  whose  skirmishers  suddenly  opened 
fire  on  us.  "^  '^'  At  the  alarm  everybody  jumped  to  his  feet,  and 
the  stifT,  shivering,  haggard  men,  their  eyes  only  half-opened,  all 
clutched  their  rifles  and  ran  forward  to  the  trench  on  the  crest  of 
the  hill. 

"The  sputtering  shots  died  away  and  we  went  to  sleep  again.  But 
in  another  hour  dawn  broke  and  the  Spaniards  opened  fire  in  good 
earnest.  ^  ^  In  this  fight  our  regiment  had  numbered  490  men, 
as  in  addition  to  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  first  fight,  some  had 
to  go  to  the  hospital  for  sickness  and  some  had  been  left  behind  with 
the  baggage,  or  were  detailed  on  other  duty.  Eightv-nine  were 
killed  and  wounded,  the  heaviest  loss  suffered  by  any  regiment  in  the 
cavalry  division.  The  Spaniards  made  a  stiff  fight,  standing  firm 
until  we  charged  home.      They  fought    much    more   stubbornlv  than 
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at  Las  Guasimas.  We  ought  to  have  expected  this,  for  they  have  al- 
ways done  well  in  holding  intrenchments.  On  this  day  they  showed 
themselves  to  be  bra\'e  foes  worthy  of  honor  for  their  gallantry. 

"  In  the  attack  on  the  San  Juan  hills  our  forces  numbered  about 
6,600.  There  were  about  4,500  Spaniards  against  us.  Our  total 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  1,071.  Of  the  cavalry  division  there 
were,  all  told,  some  2,300  oflicers  and  men,  of  whom  375  were 
killed  and  wounded.  In  the  division,  over  a  fourth  of  the  officers 
were  killed  or  wounded,  their  loss  being  relatively  half  as  great  again 
as  that  of  the  enlisted  men — which  was  as  it  should  be. 

"  I  think  we  suffered  more  heavily  than  the  Spaniards  did  in 
killed  and  wounded  (^though  we  also  captured  some  scores  of  prison- 
ers). It  would  have  been  very  extraordinary  if  the  reverse  was  the 
case,  for  we  did  the  charging;  and  to  carry  earthworks  on  foot  with 
dismounted  cavalry,  when  the  earthworks  are  held  by  unbroken  in- 
fantry armed  with  the  best  modern  rifles,  is  a  serious  task." 

The  city  surrendered  on  the  17  th  of  July,  and  soon  after  this  the 
men  being  relieved  from  the  constant  strain  and  excitement  began  to 
feel  the  effects  of  the  climate.  Col.  Roosevelt  says:  "Every  officer 
other  than  myself  except  one  was  down  with  sickness  at  one  time  or 
another.  Very  few  of  the  men,  indeed,  retained  their  strength  and 
energy,  and  though  the  percentage  actually  on  the  sick  list  never  got 
over  twenty,  there  were  less  than  hftv  per  cent,  who  were  ht  for  any 
kind  of  work. 

"Yellow  fever  also  broke  out  in  the  rear,  chiefly  among  the 
Cubans.  It  never  became  epidemic,  but  if  caused  a  perfect  panic 
among  some  of  our  own  doctors  and  especially  in  the  minds  of  one 
or  two  generals  and  of  the  home  authorities.  -^  -^  -^  The  Wash- 
ington authorities  seemed  determined   that  we   should    stay   in  Cuba. 
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They  unfortunately  knew  nothing  of  the  country  nor  the  circum- 
stances of  the  army.  Several  suggestions  were  made,  and  among 
others  it  was  proposed  that  we  should  go  up  the  mountains  and  make 
our  camps  there.  ^  -^^  -^  'f  he  soil  along  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain was  deep  and  soft,  while  the  rains  were  very  heavy.  We  could, 
with  much  difficulty,  have  got  our  regiments  up  the  mountains,  but 
not  half  the  men  could  have  got  up  there  with  their  belongings;  and 
once  there  it  would  have  been  an  impossibility  to  feed  them.  ■^'  * 
About  the  last  of  July  General  Shafter  called  a  conference  in  the 
palace,  of  all  the  division  and  brigade  commanders.  "^  "^  It  was 
deemed  best  to  make  some  record  of  our  opinion  in  the  shape  of  a 
letter  or  report  which  would  show  that  to  keep  the  army  in  Santiago 
meant  its  absolute  and  objectless  ruin,  and  that  it  should  at  once  be 
recalled.  At  first  there  was  naturally  some  hesitation  on  the  part  of 
the  regular  officers  to  take  the  initiative,  for  their  entire  future  career 
might  be  sacrificed,  so  I  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Shafter,  reading  over 
the  rough  draft  to  the  various  Generals  and  adopting  their  corrections. 
Before  I  had  finished  making  these  corrections  it  was  determined  that 
we  should  send  a  circular  letter  on  behalf  of  all  of  us  to  General 
Shafter,  and  when  I  returned  from  presenting  him  mine,  I  found  this 
circular  letter  already  prepared  and  we  all  of  us  signed  it.  Roth  let- 
ters were  made  public.  The  result  was  immediate.  Within  three 
days  the  army  was  ordered  to  be  ready  to  sail  for  home."  This  letter 
was  known  as  the  famous  "Round  Robin." 

Col.  Roosevelt  with  his  Rough  Riders  were  encamped  at  Mon- 
tauk  Point,  Long  Island,  and  in  the  following  autumn,  peace  having 
been  formally  declared,  he  bid  farewell  to  his  men,  every  one  of 
whom  was  devoted  to  him,  and  returned  to  his  home    at  Oyster  Bay- 
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On  Sept.  27,  1898,  Col.  Roosevelt  was  nominated  for  Governor 
of  New  York  State.  He  conducted  his  own  campaign,  visiting  every 
important  town  in  the  State.  His  brilliant  military  record  gave  him 
great  prestige,  and  he  was  enthusiastically  received  wherever  he  went. 
He  carried  the  State  by  a  plurality  of  18,079.  ^'^  Governor  he  en- 
couraged honest  legislation  and  carried  through  every  reform  measure 
to  which  he  had  pledged  himself.  He  carefully  scrutinized  every  bill 
and  withheld  his  signature  from  all  that  had  the  least  taint  ot  ir- 
regularity, regardless  of  party  obligations.  No  man  ever  had  a  more 
difficult  task  to  carry  forward  the  work  of  reform  which  he  had 
planned  than  did  Governor  Roosevelt  at  this  time.  The  political 
pressure  brought  to  bear  on  him  by  the  leading  men  in  his  own 
party  was  very  great,  but  he  remained  firm  and  true  to  his  own 
convictions  even  at  the  risk  of  losing  the  influence  of  those  on  whom 
he  relied  for  support.  Above  all,  he  put  in  oflice  as  high-minded 
and  able  a  set  of  public  officials  as  the  State  has  ever  had  since  its 
foundation.  It  was  his  wish  to  be  elected  for  a  second  term  that 
he  might  complete  the  work  he  had  begun,  but  circumstances  be- 
yond his  control  and   that  of  his  friends  changed  all  his  future  plans. 

Governor  Roosevelt  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican  Conven- 
tion held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  summer  of  j  900.  The  re-nomin- 
ation of  President  McKinley  was  a  foregone  conclusion.  Two  or 
three  candidates  were  brought  forward  for  the  vice-presidency,  but 
from  the  very  beginning  a  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  by  those 
who  sought  to  defeat  his  aspirations  for  a  second  term  as  Governor 
to  force  on  him  the  nomination  for  Vice-President.  They  failed, 
however,  to  accomplish  their  object,  and  Governor  Roosevelt  com- 
pelled the  New  York  delegation  to  definitely  abandmi  its  efTorts  to 
put  him  forward,  and  at  the  same   time  he   introduced  the   name  of 
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Lieut.  Governor  Woodruff,  hoping  thereby  to  secure  his  nomination, 
but  the  veterans  simply  refused  to  consider  any  other  candidate  and 
insisted  on  the  Governor's  nomination  in  order  to  save  the  electoral 
^otes  of  half  a  dozen  western  states  and  thereby  assure  a  majority  in 
Congress.  Under  these  circumstances  Governor  Roosevelt  felt  that 
he  was  in  duty  bound  to  accept  and  he  was  nominated  for  Vice- 
President  amid  the  greatest  excitement  and  enthusiasm,  the  Kast  and 
West,  the  North  and  South  rallying  around  him  and  pledging  their 
earnest  support. 

The  presidential  campaign  of  1900  was  the  most  remarkable 
of  any  ever  held  in  this  country  and  from  the  beginning  to  the  end 
Governor  Roosevelt  fought  the  battle  almost  single-handed  and  alone. 
He  represented  honest  money,  honest  principles  and  a  defence  of  Pres- 
cient McKinlev's  administration;  while  his  opponent,  William  J. 
Bryan,  clung  to  his  "16  to  i"  siUer  policy  on  which  he  had  been 
defeated  four  years  previous,  and  opposed  the  "expansion"  policy 
of  the  administration.  Colonel  Roosevelt  traveled  from  one  end  of 
the  country  to  the  other,  even  invading  the  home  territory  of  his 
opponent,  speaking  several  times  a  day  from  the  train  platform,  in 
the  open  air  on  impro\'ised  platforms,  and  in  public  halls,  and  wher- 
ever the  people  coidd  gather  to  hear  him.  With  one  or  two  excep- 
tions he  met  with  a  hearty  reception  wherever  he  went — even  in  the 
•< enemy's  country".  The  result  was  one  of  the  grandest  victories 
ever  achieved  by  the  Republican  party,  and  Governor  Roosevelt  was 
duly  inaugurated  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  on  the  4th 
of  March,   1901.      In  his  inaugural  address  he  said: 

"The  history  of  free  go\ernment  is  in  large  part  the  history 
of  those  representing  legislative  bodies  in  which,  from  the  earliest 
^imes,  free  government  has  found  its  loftiest  expression.      They  must 


LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC   HOMES.  59 

ever  hold  a  peculiar  and  exalted  position  in  the  record  which  tells 
how  the  great  nations  of  the  world  have  endeavored  to  achieve  and 
preserve  orderly  freedom. 

"  No  man  can  render  to  his  fellows  greater  service  than  is  ren- 
dered bv  him  who  with  fearlessness  and  honestv,  with  sanitv  and 
disinterestedness,  does  his  life  work  as  a  member  of  such  a  bodv. 
Especially  is  this  the  case  when  the  Legislature  in  which  the  service 
is  rendered,  is  a  vital  part  in  the  governmental  machinery  of  one 
of  those  world-powers  to  whose  hands,  in  the  course  of  the  ages,  is 
entrusted  a  leading  part  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  mankind. 

"  For  weal  or  for  woe,  for  good  or  for  e\'il,  this  is  true  of  our 
own  mighty  nation.  Great  pri\'ileges  and  great  powers  are  ours,  and 
heavy  are  the  responsibilities  that  go  with  these  privileges  and  these 
powers.  Accordingly  as  we  do  well  or  ill,  so  shall  mankind  in  the 
future  be  raised  or  cast  down. 

"We  belong  to  a  young  nation,  alreadv  of  giant  strength,  yet 
whose  present  strength  is  but  a  forecast  of  the  power  that  is  to  come. 
We  stand  supreme  in  a  continent,  in  a  hemisphere.  East  and  West 
we  look  across  the  two  great  oceans  toward  the  larger  world-life  in 
which,  whether  we  will  or  not,  we  must  take  an  ever  increasing 
share. 

"And  as  keen-eyed,  we  gaze  into  the  coming  years,  duties  new 
and  old  rise  thick  and  fast  to  confront  us  from  within  and  from 
without.  There  is  everv  reason  why  we  should  face  these  duties  with 
a  sober  appreciation  alike  of  their  importance  and  of  their  difficulty. 
But  there  is  also  every  reason  for  facing  them  with  high  hearted 
resolution  and  eager  and  confident  faith  in  our  capacity  to  do  them 
aright. 
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"A  great  work  lies  ready  to  the  hand  of  this  generation;  it 
should  count  itself  happv  indeed,  that  to  it  is  given  the  privilege 
of  doing  such  a  work.  A  leading  part  therein  must  be  taken  by 
this,  the  august  and  powerful  legislative  body  over  which  I  have  been 
called  to  preside.  Most  deeply  I  appreciate  the  privilege  of  my 
position,  for  high  indeed  is  the  honor  of  presiding  over  the  American 
Senate  at  the  outset  of   the  twentieth  century." 

On  Friday,  Sept.  6,  the  startling  news  was  flashed  over  the  wire 
that  President  McKinley,  while  visiting  the  Pan-American  Exposition, 
had  been  shot  by  a  Polish  anarchist  named  Czolgosz.  Vice- {^resi- 
dent Roosevelt  hastened  to  Buffalo  as  quickly  as  possible,  reaching 
there  the  following  day.  He  was  completely  overwhelmed  by  the 
news,  but  on  arriving  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Milburn,  where  the  Presi- 
dent had  been  taken  (and  where  he  had  been  stopping  with  his 
family  for  some  days  previous),  he  was  overjoyed  to  learn  from 
the  attending  surgeons  that  the  wound  was  not  necessarily  fatal 
and  that  there  were  hopes  of  his  recovery.  He  remained  in 
Buffalo  for  a  few  days  until  the  danger  point  was  passed  and  the 
President  continued  to  impro\e  from  day  to  day.  He  then  joined 
his  family  in  the  Adirondacks.  Soon  after  this  a  change  for  the  worse 
took  place  in  the  President  and  as  soon  as  it  was  found  that  death  was 
inevitable,  messengers  were  sent  to  the  Vice-President  who  traveled 
day  and  night  reaching  Buffalo  some  hours  after  the  President's  death. 
He  was  driven  at  once  to  the  house  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Ansley  Wilcox. 
As  soon  as  he  entered  Mr.  Roosevelt  was  told  that  it  had  been 
planned  for  him  to  take  the  oath  of  of^ce  at  once.  This  agreement 
had  been  reached  at  the  meeting  of  the  Cabinet  held  during  the 
forenoon  at  the  Milburn  residence.  The  new  President  refused  to 
recognize   it   as   an    agreement.       He    declared    he    was  not    ready   to 
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take  the  oath  yet.  He  was  here  more  tor  the  purpose  of  paving 
his  respects  to  William  McKinley  than  of  qualifying  as  William 
McKinley's  successor. 

"But  Mr.  President,"  he  was  expostulated  with,  "  everything  is  in 
readiness.  Don't  vou  think  it  would  be  far  better  to  do  as  the  Cab- 
binet  has  decided?" 

"No,"  retorted  the  President,  "it  would  be  far  worse.  I  intend 
to  pav  mv  respects  at  William  McKinley's  bier  as  a  private  citizen 
and  offer  my  condolence  to  the  members  of  the  family  as  such. 
Then  1  will  return  and  take  the  oath." 

In  face  of  such  an  emphatic  stand  by  the  new  Chief  Executive 
all  arguments  availed  nothing  and  President  Roosevelt  had  his  own 
way.  He  left  the  Milburn  house  about  half  past  two  o'clock  and 
entered  his  carriage  alone.  When  he  found  that  he  was  being  es- 
corted by  a  squad  of  mounted  policemen  he  stood  up  and  shouted: 
"Get  back!  I  want  no  escort.  I  will  have  no  escort.  I  am  now  on 
a  mission  as  a  private  citizen." 

He  then  drove  swiftly  to  the  Milburn  house  and  after  paying  his 
respects  to  the  dead  President  returned  to  the  Wilcox  house  to  take 
the  oath,  reaching  there  shortly  after  three  o'clock.  All  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Cabinet  and  a  number  of  others  were  assembled  there. 
Among  these  was  fudge  Hazel,  who  was  to  administer  the  oath." 

"President  Roosevelt,"  said  Mr.  Root,  "1  ha\  e  been  requested 
by  all  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  of  the  late  President  who  are 
here  in  the  citv  of  Buffalo,  being  all  except  two,  to  request  that  for 
reasons  of  weight  affecting  the  administration  of  the  government, 
you  should  proceed  without  delay  to  take  the  constitutional  oath 
of   office." 
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A  silence  fell  upon  the  group.  It  lasted  but  a  minute  and  then 
Mr.  Roosevelt  spoke: 

"  Mr.  Secretary,"  he  said,  "  I  shall  take  the  oath  at  once,  agree- 
able to  the  request  of  the  members  ot  the  Cabinet,  and  in  this  hour 
of  trouble  and  national  bereavement  I  wish  to  state  that  //  shall  be 
7}i\  ai>n  to  continue  absolutely  unbroken  the  policy  of  Preside?it  McKinley, 
for  the  peace  and  prosperitv  and  honor  of  our  beloved  country." 

He  then  took  the  oath  and  Vice-President  Theodore  Roosevelt 
became  the  twentv-sixth  l-*resident  of   the  United  States. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  anyone  so  thoroughly  absorbed  in 
public  affairs  could  find  time  to  devote  to  literary  work,  and  yet 
Col.  Roosevelt  has  achieved  a  world-wide  reputation  as  an  author 
and  his  works  have  become  standard  on  the  subjects  he  has  treated. 
Among  the  best  known  works  are:  "History  of  the  Naval  War 
of  1812"  (New  York,  1882^;  "Hunting  Trips  of  a  Ranchman" 
(1883).  As  a  biographer  he  has  won  fame  as  the  author  of  the 
"Life  of  Thomas  Benton"  (1886);  "Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris" 
(^1888),  in  the  American  Statesmen  series.  He  has  also  published 
"History  of  the  City  of  New  York"  (1890);  "Essays  on  Practical 
Politics"  (1898);  and  has  collaborated  with  Capt.  A.  S.  Mahan  in 
writing  the  "Imperial  History  of  the  British  Navy";  he  is  also  joint 
author  with  Henry  Cabot  Lodge  of  "  Hero  Tales  from  American 
History".  The  most  important  of  his  works,  however,  are  the  four 
volumes  bearing  the  collective  title,  "The  Winning  of  the  West". 
These  have  for  their  subject  the  acquisition  by  the  United  States 
of  the  territory  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  and  in  their  intrinsic  merit 
and  their  importance  as  contributions  to  historv  they  rank  with  the 
works  of  Parkman.  His  books  have  been  characterized  as  "marked 
by  felicitv,  vigor  and  clearness  of  expression    with   descriptive  power"; 
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his  historical  writings  have  been  further  praised  for  their  "accuracy, 
breadth  and  fairness/'  "The  Rough  Riders"  (1899)  is  a  volume 
which  will  keep  its  place  among  the  authoritative  records  of  the 
Spanish  War.  "It  will  generallv  be  conceded,"  says  a  reviewer, 
"that  it  forms  one  of  the  most  thrilling  pieces  of  military  history  in 
recent  years." 

To  attempt  a  character  shetch  of  Col.  Roosevelt  is  a  most  dilK- 
cult  undertaking.  He  can  only  be  judged  by  his  acts.  The  motive 
is  always  apparent  for  he  is  incapable  of  duplicity.  His  utterance^ 
both  public  and  private  are  clear,  distinct  and  unequivocal.  Whether 
his  opinions  are  right  or  wrong  they  are  honestly  held  and  are  stated 
with  simplicity  and  directness.  He  is  emphatically  a  man  of  action,, 
and  his  writings  deal  with  matters  of  observation  rather  than  thought; 
he  is  no  theorist,  but  intensely  practical.  With  determination  and 
undaunted  courage  he  combines  tenacity  of  purpose.  If  he  ever  ex- 
perienced the  sensation  of  fear  it  is  known  only  to  himself.  He  has 
the  instinct  of  a  soldier,  and  in  emergencies  does  not  stop  to  consider 
whether  or  not  the  odds  are  against  him,  but  acts  with  decision  and 
accepts  the  consequences.  He  is  as  generous  as  he  is  brave;  bears 
no  malice;  and  after  inflicting  punishment  on  an  adversary  he  would 
instantly  seek  to  alleviate  the  pain  he  has  caused.  With  the  heart 
of  a  lion  in  danger,  he  is  moved  to  pity  at  the  sight  of  suffering,  and 
without  a  moment's  hesitation  would  befriend  a  fallen  adversary. 
His  qualities  and  achievements  have  made  him  a  popular  hero,  and 
in  a  democratic  society  like  ours  there  is  no  distinction  which  he  may 
not  hope  to  attain. 

Colonel  Roosevelt  married,  ist,  Miss  Alice  Hathaway  Lee;  2d, 
Miss  Edith  Kermit  Caron. 

Their  children  are  Alice,  Theodore,  Jr.,  Kermit,  Ethel,  Archi- 
bald, Qiiintin. 


THE    KING    MANOR    HOUSK   AT  JAMAICA. 

The    Home    of    Hon.    Rufus    King    and    His    Son,    Governor 

John   Alsop    King. 


THI<,  Old  King  Manor  at  |amaica,  L.  I.,  is  the  onlv  one  ot  the 
homes  of  famous  men  of  Long  Ishmd  that  has  become  public 
property,  and  this  is  due  to  a  few  enterprising  citizens  of  Jamaica 
who,  cherishing  the  memory  of  its  former  occupants,  determined  on 
its  preservation. 


66  LONG  ISLAND  HISTORIC  HOMES. 

I'he  history  of  the  King  family  at  Jamaica,  beginning  uith  that 
of  Hon.  Rufiis  King,  is  limited  to  less  than  a  centiir\',  but  the  alli- 
ance with  the  Alsop  and  other  vyell  known  old  I>ong  Island  families 
takes  it  back  another  century  to  the  early  settlement  of  this  part 
of   the  Island. 

The  Old  Manor  House  stands  in  the  main  thoroughfare,  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  Tovyn  Hall  and  other  public  buildings,  and 
is  near  the  center  of  a  li\e  or  six  acre  plot  which  forms  a  part  of  the 
original  farm  purchased  in  1805  l^rom  the  estate  of  Christopher 
Smith.  Mr.  Alsop  held  a  mortgage  on  the  property  and  he,  through 
his  close  relationship  by  marriage,  probably  induced  Mr.  King  to 
purchase  the  place.  Its  close  proximity  to  an  Episcopal  church  and 
the  yillage  postoffice  also  influenced  him  in  making  this  his  home. 

The  house  was  built  about  1750  and  is  one  of  the  best  preserved 
of  the  many  old  Long  Island  landmarks.  Mr.  King  made  some  im- 
provements in  the  house,  but  no  radical  changes.  The  gambrel  roof 
and  other  external  features  are  of  the  same  style  common  in  New 
England  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  But  few  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  interior  arrangements.  In  the  kitchen  is  the  old-time  lire- 
place  and  bake  o\'en.  In  one  of  the  large  rooms,  on  the  east  side, 
a  large  size  medallion  portrait  of  Governor  John  Alsop  King  is  set 
into  the  wall  abo\x  the  fireplace.  This  was  used  as  a  dining  room 
and  is  a  spacious,  well  lighted  apartment.  The  library,  with  its  mas- 
sive oak  bookcases,  remains  in  the  same  condition  as  when  used  by 
Hon.  Rufus  King  and  Governor  Alsop  King. 

Many  of  the  trees  surrounding  the  place  were  set  out  by  Hon. 
Rufus  King.  The  pine  and  fir  trees  which  he  planted  were  sent  to 
him  by  Mr.  ScheafFe,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  are  said  to  haye  been 
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among  the  hrst  ot    these   ornamental    trees   planted   in  this  section  ot 
Long  Ishind. 

Alter  the  death  ol  her  parents,  Miss  Cornelia  King,  the  young- 
est daughter,  continued  to  occupy  the  old  manor  until  her  death 
in  1896,  and  this  was  the  gathering  place  for  all  the  members  ot  the 
family.  She  was  a  woman  of  rare  Christian  graces  and  constantly 
engaged  in  works  of  benevolence  and  charity.  She  was  greatly 
missed  in  the  church  and   community  where  she  had   so  long  resided. 

The  people  of  [amaica  were  greatly  attached  to  the  old  place 
which  had  so  long  been  identified  with  the  King  family,  and  after 
Miss  King's  death  a  few  enterprising  people  of  Jamaica  set  on  foot  a 
movement  to  induce  the  Town  of  Jamaica  to  purchase  the  property, 
and  it  then  became  a  public  place  of  resort.  When  the  boundaries 
of  Greater  New  York  were  laid  out  it  included  Qiieens  County  (now 
Nassau  CountyV  and  all  public  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
new  corporation.  In  1900  an  association  was  formed,  known  as  the 
King's  Manor  Association,  for  the  preservation  and  care  of  this  prop- 
erty, and  it  is  now  used  for  the  collection  of  historical  relics  of 
Long  Island.  The  grounds  are  used  as  a  public  park  and  it  has  be- 
come a  place  of  resort  for  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country  who 
venerate  the  name  of  its  former  occupants. 


THE    KING   AND   ALLIED    FAMILIES. 


Line  of  Hon.  Rufus    King,    of    Long    Island,    and    His  Descendants. 


The  King  famiK  ot  England  is  an  ancient  and  honorable  one, 
but  so  numerous  as  tt)  render  it  eiifficiilt  if  not  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain whether  thev  had  originally  a  common  ancestry.  They  are 
connected  by  marriage  with  the  nobility  ot  almost  eyery  county 
in  England.  Lhe  ancestors  oi  Hon.  Rufus  King  were  of  County 
Kent,  England,  and  had  long  been  seated  there.  The  Coat  of  Arms 
borne  by  this  branch  of    the  family  is  described  as: 

A}'//is — Sable    a    lion    rampant    guardant    ermine,    between    three 
crosses  pattee,  fitchee  at  the  foot  or. 

Cfcst — A    lion's    gamb,    erect    and    erased    sable    holding    a    cross 
pattee  litchee  or. 

Motto — Rectus  et  Duayita  [Rightly  and  gentU]. 

Richard  King,  as  stated  b\  Charles  R.  King,  M.  D.,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  of  Rufus  King  and  his  numerous  descendants. 
He  was  the  son  of  John  King,  who  came  from  County  Kent,  Eng- 
land, about  1700,  and  settled  in  Boston.  Of  his  early  life  little  is 
known.  That  he  was  liberally  educated  and  a  man  of  great  intel- 
lectual attainments  is  shovyn  by  his  public  record  and  the  positions 
he  held.  He  settled  in  Watertown,  Mass.,  in  1740,  and  was  there 
associated  with  Ebenezer  I'hornton,  one  of  the  principal  merchants 
of  Boston,  extensi\'ely  engaged  in  the  timber  business.  Mr.  King, 
in  the  spring  of  1745,  was  appointed   by  Goyernor  Shirley,  Commis- 
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sary  of  Subsistence  with  the  rank  ot  C'aptain,  in  the  expedition 
against  Cape  Breton.  He  sailed  with  the  expedition  for  Louisbiirg 
and  was  present  at  the  capture  ot  that  fortress.  On  his  return  from 
that  expedition  he  sold  his  properties  at  Watertown  and  removed 
permanently  to  Scarborough,  Maine,  where  he  died  March  17,  1775. 
The  remainder  of  his  life  was  spent  in  agricultural  and  mercantile 
pursuits.  He  became  the  owner  of  nearly  three  thousand  acres  of 
land,  divided  into  several  \'aluablc  farms,  and  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  largest  exporters  of  lumber  in  the  district  of  Maine.  Fre- 
quent reference  of  his  operations  and  liis  public  life  is  made  in  the 
Maine  Historical  Collections.  Vol.  Ill,  page  213,  states  that  ''The 
result  of  his  efTorts  e\inces  great  energy  and  industry;  he  was  also  a 
man  of  inestimable  worth  of  character.  Although  the  character  of 
his  estates  and  his  mercantile  business  required  almost  all  his  time, 
he  was  enabled,  by  good  management,  to  serve  the  public  long  and 
faithfully  as  a  Justice  and  in  many  other  capacities,  and  also  to  en- 
rich a  mind  of  superior  natural  endowments  by  a  judicious  course  of 
reading.  His  talents  were  such  as  in  another  sphere  of  labor  would 
have  secured  to  him  an  honorable  position  amongst  the  intellectual 
men  of  his  day.  In  public  life  he  was  honored  and  esteemed;  in 
private  life  he  was  loved.  It  has  been  remarked  by  those  who  knew 
him  that  one  of  the  most  marked  of  his  characteristics  was  his  love 
for  children.  This  often  constrained  him  to  keep  older  persons  in 
waiting  while  he  went  to  serve  the  children.  To  all  these  good 
qualities  were  added  the  graces  of  a  Christian  life,  so  that  we  know 
not  how  his  whole  character  can  be  more  faithfully  described  than 
by  styling  him  a  Christian  gentleman."  He  was  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  was  Isabella  Bragdon,  whom  he  married  Nov.  20, 
1753.      He  married  second,   Mary,   a  cousin  of   his  first  wife,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Samuel  Blake,  ot    Boston,    [an.  31,    1762.      His  hrst  wife  died 
Oct.   19,   1759.      His  children  by  her  were: 

I.    Rufus  King^  born   1755,  died  April  29,   1829. 
n.    Mary  King,  born   1757,  married  Dr.  R(^bcrr  Southgatc. 
ni.    Paulina  King,  married  Dr.  Aaron  Porter. 

By  his  second  wife  he  had: 
I.    Richard  King. 
n.    Dorcas  King, 
in.    William  King,  the  first   Governor  of    the  State  of    Maine. 
IV.    PUizabeth  King. 
V.    Cyrus  King. 


R  u  r  u  ?       i< 
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Ron.  RUfUS  Kitt^t  eldest  child  of  Richard  and  Isabella  (Bragdon) 
King,  was  born  in  Scarborough,  Maine,  March  24,  1755.  After 
completing  a  preparatory  course  of  studies  at  Byfield  Academy,  he 
entered  Harvard  College  and  graduated  with  much  distinction  in 
1777.  He  then  pursued  the  study  of  law  in  Newburyport,  Mass., 
under  the  direction  of  Theophilus  Parsons,  afterwards  Chief  Justice 
of  Massachusetts.  In  1778  he  was  attached  to  the  expedition  of 
Governor  Sulli\an  to  take  Rhode  Island,  and  from  this  time  forward 
he  was  acti\'ely  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  countrv.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  official  record  of   his  military  service: 

"General  Orders.  5  Sept.,  1778. 

Majors  King  and  Newall  ha\'ing  served  as  volunteers  to  Gen. 
Glover  in  the  Expedition  against  R.  Island,  and  having  merited  the 
approbation  of  Gen.  Glover,  the  Commander-in-Chief  (Gen.  Sulli- 
van) dismisses  them  with  his  thanks  for  their  faithful  service." 

Mr.  King  was  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts 
in  1783.  Here  he  was  active  in  the  discussion  of  public  measures 
and  especiallv  in  carrying,  against  powerful  opposition,  the  assent  of 
the  Legislature  to  grant  the  fi\'c  per  cent,  impost  to  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederation.  In  1784,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Legislature,  Mr.  King  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  old  Congress  sit- 
ting at  Trenton,  and  again  in  1785  and  1786.  In  this  body,  in 
1785,  he  moved  that  '<  there  should  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  anv  of  the  States  described  in  the  resolution  of  Congress 
in  April,  1784,  otherwise  than  in  punishment  of  crime  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  personally  guiltv,  and  this  regulation  shall  be 
an  article  of  compact,  and  remain  a  fundamental  principle  of  the 
Constitution    between    the    original    States    and    each    of     the    States 
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named  in  the  said  resolve."  Though  this  was  not  at  the  time  acted 
upon,  the  principle  was  hnally  adopted,  almost  word  for  word,  in 
the  famous  ordinance  of  1787  for  the  go\'ernment  of  the  Northwest- 
ern l^erritorv,  a  provision  which  had  been  prepared  bv  Mr.  King, 
and  which  was  introduced  into  Congress  bv  Nathan  Dane,  his  col- 
league, while  Mr.  King  was  engaged  in  Philadelphia,  a  member  from 
Massachusetts  of  the  Con\ention  to  form  a  Constitution  for  the 
United  States.  He  was  also  appointed  by  his  State  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  settle  the  boundaries  between  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  and  to  convey  to  the  United  States  lands  Iving  west  of  the 
Alleghanies. 

In  1787  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  delegates  from  his  own 
State  to  the  Conxention  at  Philadelphia  to  establish  a  more  stable 
government  for  the  Ignited  States.  He  was  one  of  the  members  to 
whom  was  assigned  the  dutv  of  making  a  final  draft  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  When  the  question  of  its  adoption  was 
submitted  to  the  States,  Mr.  King  was  sent  to  the  Massachusetts 
Convention  and  worked  diligently  in  behalf  of  the  measure.  His 
familiarity  with  its  provisions,  his  clear  explanation  of  them,  and  his 
eloquent  and  earnest  statement  of  its  advantages  contributed  greatly 
to  bring  about  its  final  adoption. 

His  marriage  to  Marv  Alsop,  in  1786,  made  an  entire  change  in 
his  life  and  he  soon  after  removed  to  New  York  city.  She  was  a 
lady  of  remarkable  beauty,  of  gracious  manners  and  well  cultivated 
mind,  and  adorned  the  highest  stations,  both  in  England  and  at 
home,  that  her  husband's  official  position  and  their  own  social  rela- 
tions entitled  them  to  occupy.  After  their  marriage  they  resided 
with  her  father,  Mr.  John  Alsop,  at  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and 
William  Street,  and  mingled   in    the    best    society    of    the  metropolis. 
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The  diary  of  President  Washington  at  this  time  makes  frequent 
mention  ot  the  voiing  couple,  who  were  constant  visitors  at  the 
Presidential  mansion. 

Mr.  King  was  described  at  this  time  as  the  most  eloquent  man 
in  the  United  States,  "but  so  modest  that  he  appeared  ignorant  of 
his  own  worth." 

In  1789  Mr.  King  was  chosen  to  the  State  Legislature,  where 
"he  recei\ed  the  unexampled  welcome  oi  an  immediate  election, 
with  Gen.  Schuyler,  to  the  Senate  ot  the  United  States."  One  of 
the  grave  questions  that  arose  in  the  Senate  at  this  time  was  that  of 
the  ratification  ot  the  Jav  treaty  with  Great  Britain  in  1794.  Of 
this  he  was  an  earnest  advocate,  and  when  he  and  his  triend.  Gen. 
Hamilton,  were  prevented  trom  explaining  its  provisions  to  the  peo- 
ple in  public  meeting  in  New  York,  they  united  in  publishing,  under 
the  signature  ot  "Camillus,"  a  series  ot  explanatory  papers,  of  which 
those  relating  to  mercantile  affairs  and  maritime  law  were  written  by 
Mr.  King.  This  caretul  study  laid  the  foundation  ot  much  of  the 
readiness  and  ability  that  he  manifested  during  his  residence  in  Eng- 
land as  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  to  which  post,  while  serving  his 
second  term  in  the  Senate,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Washing- 
ton in  I  796,  and  which  he  continued  during  the  administration  of 
John  Adams  and  two  years  ot  that  of  Thomas  [etTerson,  until  1804. 
During  his  term  ot  office  he  secured  many  important  modifica- 
tions ot  the  commercial  relations  between  the  two  countries,  and 
having  won  the  confidence  ot  the  British  Government  by  his  intelli- 
gent, courteous  and  firm  presentation  of  the  matters  under  discussion, 
claimed  and  obtained  for  his  country  the  respect  accorded  to  it  as 
one  of  the  important  powers  ot  the  world. 

In   1804  he  returned  to  New    York,    and    firm  in  the  conviction 
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at  this  time  that  his  public  life  was  completed,  he  purchased  a  farm 
at  Jamaica,  L.  I.,  where  he  expected  to  obtain  that  needed  rest  which 
he  hoped  now  to  enjov.  He  spent  a  few  years  in  the  cultivation  of 
his  farm,  in  hunting,  fishing  and  other  means  of  recreation. 

In  1813  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Senate  by  a  Legislature  that 
was  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  as  before.  He  was  nominated  for 
the  office  of  Governor  of  New  York,  an  also  for  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States  in  opposition  to  James  Monroe.  In  the  Senate  he 
continued  his  efTorts  to  put  an  end  to  slavery  and  prevent  its  exten- 
sion into  newly  admitted  States.  His  fourth  term  in  the  Senate  ex- 
pired in  1825,  when  he  took  leave  of  that  body  and,  as  he  hoped,  of 
public  life,  in  which  for  forty  years  he  had  been  engaged,  but  he  was 
prevailed  upon  by  President  John  Qiiincy  Adams  to  accept  the  post 
of  Minister  to  Great  Britain,  but  after  a  year's  service  his  health 
failed  him  and  he  returned  home.  He  died  April  29,  1827.  His 
wife,  Mary  Alsop,  to  whom  he  was  married  March  31,  1786,  was 
the  only  child  of  John  Alsop  (2),  son  of  John  Alsop  (i),  son  of 
Richard  Alsop,  of  Newtown,  L.  I. 

This  old,  distinguished  family,  which  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  was  known  almost  throughout  the  world,  has  entirely  disap- 
peared from  Long  Island,  except  through  the  intermarriage  of  the 
female  line  with  some  of  the  old  Long  Island  families.  The  old 
homestead  was  destroyed  many  years  ago  and  the  onlv  reminder  of 
their  past  history  is  the  little  burial  plot  which  adjoins  the  Catholic 
cemetery  in  Newtown. 

The  Alsopp  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  England  and  was  set- 
tled in  County  Derby  about  the  time  of  the  Conquest,  and  contin- 
ued in  an  uninterrupted  descent  for  nineteen  or  twenty  generations. 
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One  Hugh  de  Alsopp  went  with  King  Riehard  I.  to  the  Holy 
Land,  and  the  King,  for  his  good  services  in  the  conquest  of  Acre, 
bestowed  upon  him  the  order  of  Knighthood,  and  for  the  further 
augmentation  of  his  honor  gave  him  an  escutcheon  described  as: 

Ar/>is — Argent  a  fesse  gules  between  six  falcons'  heads  erased 
sable  armed. 

This  Hugh  went  as  captain  of  a  companv  under  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Ralph  de  Lvdeburn,  who  was  a  colonel  of  four  companies  which 
Sir  Ralph  (in  recompense  for  his  services  to  him  done)  upon  his  return 
gave  unto  him  his  only  niece  (bv  his  sister,  the  daughter  of  Roger 
de  Farrington)  together  with  certain  lands  in  the  countv  of  Derby. 
The  coat  armor  used  by  this  family  for  many  generations  is  described 
as: 

Ai'ffis — Sable  three  plovers  sable  rising  argent  legged  and  beaked 
gules. 

Ci-est — A  plover  with  wings  expanded  or,  beaked  and  legged 
gules  holding  in  the  beak  a  gold  ear  of   wheat  of   the  first. 

Motto — Festina  lente  [Hasten  slowdyl. 

Some  distinguished  persons  of  the  name  of  Alsop  lived  in  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  among  them  se\  eral  Fpiscopal  divines  who 
were  ejected  from  their  cures  under  the  act  of  uniformity.  Of  a 
period  somewhat  earlier  was  Richard  Alsop,  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  1592.  A  namesake  of  the  latter,  and  perhaps  a  descend- 
ant, Richard  Alsop,  was  the  originator  of  the  Newtown,  L.  L,  family, 
who  was  induced  by  his  uncle,  Thomas  Wandell,  to  locate  at  New- 
town. Mr.  Wandell,  according  to  a  tradition  in  the  Alsop  family, 
had  been  a  Major  in  Cromwell's  army,  but  ha\'ing  some  dispute  with 
the  Protector  was  obliged  to  flee  for  safety,  first  to  Holland,  thence 
to  America. 
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Mr.  Wandell  married  the  widow  of  William  Herrick,  whose 
plantation  on  Newtown  Creek  (originally  patented  to  Richard  Brut- 
nell)  he  bought  in  1659,  afterwards  adding  to  it  fifty  acres  for  which 
Richard  Colfax  had  obtained  a  patent  in  1652.  On  this  property, 
since  comprising  the  Alsop  farm,  Mr.  Wandell  resided.  He  was  se- 
lected, in  1665,  as  one  of  the  jurv  for  the  trial  of  Ralph  Hall  and 
his  wife  for  witchcraft  (the  only  trial  for  witching  in  the  colony), 
and  shared  the  honor  of  acquitting  the  accused.  Some  years  later 
he  made  a  voyage  to  England,  returning  by  way  of  Barbadoes,  and, 
it  is  supposed,  brought  with  him  from  England  his  sister's  son,  Rich- 
ard Alsop,  who  about  this  time  came  to  America  and  was  adopted  by 
Mr.  Wandell  as  his  heir,  he  having  no  issue.  He  died  in  1691  and 
was  interred  on  the  hill  occupied  by  the  Alsop  cemetery.  Many 
years  after  his  death  the  silver  plate  of  his  coilin  was  discovered  in 
digging  a  new  grave. 

Richard  Alsop,  while  yet  under  age,  received  a  commission  in 
the  Newtown  troop  of  horse.  Inheriting  the  estate  of  his  uncle, 
Wandell,  he  continued  to  reside  upon  it  during  life.  He  died  Octo- 
ber, 1718,  aged  about  58,  but  his  widow  Hannah,  who,  tradition 
f  says,  was  a  Dutch  lady  whom  he  courted  through  an  interpreter,  at- 
tained her  91st  year,  and  died  Aug.  23,  iJ'^J.  Their  children  were 
Thomas,  l^ichard,  'Jo/)^/,  Hanna,  married  |oseph  Sackett,  Deborah, 
married  Capt.  |ohn  S.  Sepkins  and,  second,  Nathaniel  Hazard, 
Amy,  married  Jonathan  Wright,  Elizabeth,  Thomas  Mcintosh,  and 
Susanna,  married  N.  l^awrence. 

John  Alsop  (  I  ),  son  of  Richard,  was  born  about  1693.  He 
adopted  the  profession  of  law  and  located  at  New  Windsor,  in  Or- 
ange County,  N.  Y.,  but  afterwards  returned  to  New  York  city  and 
was  admitted  freeman    there    in    1749,   and  there  continued  his  legal 
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practice  during  life.  Of  their  two  daughters,  pAiphemia  and  Frances, 
the  first  married  Thomas  Sherman  and  the  hitter  died  single.  Their 
two  sons,  [ohn  and  Richard,  were  bred  as  merchants  and  were  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  cloth  and  dry  goods  business,  John  (  1  )  \yas  for 
several  years  a  member  of  Trinity  Church  and  died  Nov.  22,  1794. 
He  married,  December,  1718,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Joseph  Sackett, 
one  of  the  founders  of  Newtown,  son  of  Simeon  Sackett,  the 
ancestor. 

John  Alsop  (2),  son  of  [ohn  (1)  and  Abigail  (Sackett)  Alsop, 
was  born  about  1731.  He  was  brought  up  as  a  merchant  and  was 
foi-  a  time  in  business  for  himself,  as  shown  by  an  agreement  entered 
into  by  the  principal  merchants  of  New  York  in  December,  175^, 
"not  to  receive  Copper  Halfpennies  otherwise  than  fourteen  for  a 
shilling.  About  this  time  the  two  brothers,  Richard  and  )ohn,  en- 
gaged in  business  together,  under  the  firm  of  John  and  Richard 
Alsop,  and  were  for  some  time  engaged  in  the  importation  of  dry 
goods.  Their  partnership  was  dissolved  on  the  30th  of  September, 
1757.  Richard  removed  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  and  |()hn  con- 
tinued the  business  in  his  own  name.  He  soon  reached  the  first 
rank  among  the  merchants  of  New  York.  During  the  period  which 
preceded  and  followed  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act — 1765,  1766 — 
he  was  active  with  his  fellow  merchants  in  measures  of  resistance  to 
the  oppressive  laws  of  the  British  I-'arliamcnt,  and  in  May,  1768,  was 
chosen  to  read  the  acknowledgement  of  the  merchants  of  the  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  Assembly  thanking  them  for  their  faithful  ob- 
servance of  the  Non-Importation  Agreement.  He  was  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  he  had  aided  in  founding 
the  year  before.  In  1770  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Inspec- 
tion to  enforce    the  agreements  which    were    still    continued.      When 
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the  news  of  the  passage  ot  the  Boston  Port  Bill  reached  New  York, 
May,  1774,  and  a  Committee  of  Correspondence  was  raised  to  con- 
cert measures  of  resistance,  John  Alsop  was  the  first  named  of  the 
fifty-one  members,  and  on  the  organization  of  the  committee  was 
chosen  chairman.  In  the  summer  of  the  same  vear  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  New  York  delegates  to  the  first  Continental  Congress. 
In  May,  1775,  he  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred, 
chosen  by  the  citizens  to  take  charge  of  the  Go\xrnment  till  a  con- 
vention could  be  assembled;  the  following  vear  he  was  re-elected  to 
Congress.  On  the  adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
and  its  immediate  ratification  by  the  Provincial  Convention  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Alsop  resigned  his  seat.  In  a  letter  to  the  Convention 
he  expressed  surprise  and  indignation  at  the  slight  put  upon  the  New 
York  delegation  in  lea\'ing  it  without  instructions  on  this  point,  al- 
though such  instructions  had  been  repeatedK' sought  for,  and  disappro- 
bation as  to  the  course  of  Congress  in  closing  the  door  against  recon- 
ciliation with  Great  Britain.  Withdrawing  to  Middletown,  Conn., 
where  his  brother's  family  was  settled,  he  resided  there  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  (^n  his  return  to  the  city,  in  1784,  he  renewed  his  con- 
nection with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  was  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners for  a  confirmation  of  the  Charter  from  the  State  in  April  of 
that  year.  On  the  reorganization  of  the  Chamber  he  was  the  unan- 
imous choice  of  his  fellow  merchants  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
Chamber,  a  high  tribute,  from  men  who  had  not  always  agreed  with 
him  in  opinions,  to  the  integrity  of  his  character  and  the  fidelity  of 
his  attachment  to  his  native  land.  In  1785  he  declined  a  re-election 
owing  to  his  failing  health  and  advanced  years,  and  he  gradually 
withdrew  from  business,  in  which  he  had  been  largely  engaged,  as 
well  as  in  underwriting,  from  which  he  reaped  large  profits. 
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Mr.  Alsop  was  for  many  years  a  vestryman  of  Trinity  Church, 
President  of  the  Society  of  the  New  York  Hospital  from  1770  to 
1784,  and  also  serv^ed  as  Governor  from  1784  to  1788.  He  was 
one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Hospital. 

Mr.  Alsop  married,  [une  8,  1766,  Mary  Frogatt,  who  died  on 
the  14th  of  April,  1772,  at  the  early  age  of  2  8  years,  leaving  to  his 
care  an  only  child,  Mary,  who  was  married  March  30th,  1786,  to 
Hon.  Rufus  King. 

The  children  of    Hon.  Rufus  and  Mary  (^Alsop)  King  were: 

I.    [oHN  Alsop  King  (see  record). 

n.  Charles  King,  LL.  D.,  President  of  Columbia  College,  born 
March  16,  1789,  married  March  17,  1810,  1^'diza  Oracle,  daughter 
of  Archibald  Oracle  and  Esther  Rogers;  married  2nd,  Henrietta  Low. 

III.  Caroline  King,  born  May  3,    1790;    died  early. 

IV.  James  Oore  King,  born  May  8,  1791. 

V.  Henry  K.ingi  born  |uly  i,   1792;    died  early. 

VI.  Edward  King,  born  March  13,  1795;  died  Feb.  6,  1836; 
married  Sarah  Worthington. 

Vn.  Frederick  Oore  King,  M.  D.,  born  February  6,  1802; 
married  May   12,   1825,  Emily  Post,  daughter  of   Wright  Post,  M.D. 

OovERNOR  John  Alsop  King,  eldest  child  of  Hon.  Rufus  and 
Mary  (Alsop)  King,  was  born  January  3,  1788;  died  in  Jamaica, 
L.  I.,  July  7,  1867.  He  was,  with  his  brother  Charles,  placed  at 
school  at  Harrow  during  his  father's  residence  in  England.  Thence 
he  went  to  Paris  to  complete  his  general  course  of  study.  Returning 
to  New  York,  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
1 812,  when  the  war  with  Oreat  Britain  was  declared,  he  gave  his 
services  to    the    country,    and    was    later  a  lieutenant  of  cavalry,  sta- 
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tioned  in  New  York.  Soon  after  the  war  he  removed  to  [amaica, 
L.  I.,  and  purchasing  a  farm  near  that  of  his  father,  engaged  for  some 
years  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  engaged  prominently  in  public 
affairs,  and  in  1819  was  elected  to  the  New  York  Legislature  and 
for  several  subsequent  years,  and,  with  his  brother  Charles,  opposed 
manv  of  the  schemes  of  DeWitt  Clinton.  He  was,  however,  friendly 
to  the  canal,  and  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate  after  the  adoption 
of  the  new  Constitution.  I'Vom  this  he  resigned  in  order  that  he 
might,  as  Secretary  of  Legation,  accompany  his  father  on  his  mission 
to  Great  Britain.  iMie  failure  of  his  father's  health  obliged  him  to 
return,  and  the  son  remained  as  Charge  d'  Affairs  until  the  arri\al  of 
a  new  Minister.  Returning  home  to  his  residence  in  [amaica,  he 
was  again  in  1S38  sent  to  the  Legislature,  and  in  1849  took  his  seat 
as  a  representative  in  Congress,  ha\ing  been  elected  as  a  Whig.  He 
strenuously  resisted  the  compromise  measures,  especially  the  fugiti\  e 
slave  law,  and  ad\'ocated  the  admission  of  California  as  a  free  State. 
He  was  an  actixe  member  of  several  Whig  nominating  con\entions; 
presided  over  that  at  Syracuse,  N.  ^  .,  in  1855,  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed,  and  in  18:56,  in  the  con\cntion  at  Philadelphia, 
warmL'  advocated  the  nomination  of  Gen.  Fremont.  He  was  elected 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  in  1856,  entered  on  the  duties 
of  the  office  January  i,  1857,  and  especially  interested  himself  in 
internal  improvements  and  popular  education.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  declined  a  renomination,  on  account  of  increasing  age, 
and  returned  to  private  life,  from  which  he  only  emerged  at  the  call 
of  Governor  Morgan  to  become  a  member  of  the  Peace  Conxention 
of  I  86  I. 

After  his  father's  death  in  1827   he  purchased  of  his  brother  the 
old  Manor  House  at  Jamaica,  where  he  continued   to  reside  until  his 
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death.  He  ga\  c  much  oi  his  time  to  agriculture,  both  as  a  practical 
and  scicntihc  pursuit,  laboring  earnestly  in  the  Qiieens  County  Agri- 
cultural Society,  ot  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  often 
President.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  and  afterwards  President  of 
the  New  York  State  xAgricultural  Society,  from  whose  meetings  he 
was  rarely  absent;  he  was  one  of  the  founders  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States  Agricultural  Society  at  Ovid,  which  was  afterwards 
transferred  to  Cornell  University.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  Jamaica,  and  especially  in  the  educational  and  religious 
institutions,  in  advancing  which  he  spent  much  time  and  thought  as 
well  as  money.  He  greatly  improxed  the  old  homestead,  and  some 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  thriving  trees  on  the  place  were  set  out  by 
him.  He  entertained  largely,  and  men  of  national  reputation  were 
frequently  at  his  home.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Protestant  Kpiscopal  Church  and  a  frequent  attendant  at  its  diocesan 
con\'entions. 

He  was  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  young  and  rising 
generation,  and  while  addressing  the  young  men  of  Jamaica,  on  the 
Fourth  of  [uly,  1867,  and  commending  the  flag  to  their  care,  tell- 
ing them  in  warm  and  heartfelt  words  that  their  aim  should  eyer  be 
the  service  of  their  country  and  their  God,  he  was  seized  with  a  sud- 
den faintness,  and  sinking  paralyzed  into  the  arms  of  his  friends  he 
was  carried  to  his  home,  and  three  days  after  this  he  died  peacefully, 
surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends. 

He  married,  January  3,  1810,  Mary,  daughter  of  Cornelius  and 
Elizabeth  Elmendorf  Ray,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  four 
daughters,  viz. : 

I.  Mary  King,  married  November  16,  1836,  Phineas  Miller 
Nightingale. 
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II.  Charles  Ray  King,  married  Dec.  12,     1839,    Hannah  Fisher: 
she  died   1871;    married  2nd,  Nancv  Fisher. 

III.  EHzabeth  Ray  King,    married    Aug.    22,     1833,    Brig.    Gen. 
Henry  Van  Rensselaer. 

IV.  John  Alsop  King  (2),  married  Feb.  21,   1839,  Mary  Coldcn 
Rhinelander. 

V.  Caroline  King,  married  Sept.  7,    1843,   [ames  Gore  King  (2). 

VI.  Richard  King  (2),  married  Dec.   12,   1839,  l^dizabeth  Lewis, 
daughter  of  Mordica  Lewis. 

VI I.  Cornelius  King,  died  Nov.  27,   1896. 

VIII.  Ellen  King,  died   1827. 


']'HE    KING    HOMESTEAD    AT    GREAT    NECK,    I,.    I. 

\Ext/-(i(t  ffo/ii  (I  paper  rcdfi  l)\  the  lerv  Rev.  Eugefie  A.  Hofffnan  before 
the  New  Yorhi  Historical  SocietVy  Fehiiuii-y  j^  JOOI^ 

"John  Alsop  King,  Jr.,  second  son  of  Governor  John  Alsop  King 
and  Mary  Ray,  his  wife,  was  horn  at  Jannaica,  L.  I.,  |iily  14,  1817. 
His  early  years  were  passed  at  Jamaica,  where  he  was  educated  at  the 
Union  Hall  Academy,  the  classical  school  of  Dr.  Louis  E.  A.  Eigen- 
brodt.  At  the  early  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  Harvard  College  in  the 
sophomore  class,  and  was  graduated  with  much  credit.  For  a  short 
time  afterward  he  was  a  clerk  in  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Stevens,  but, 
disliking  the  business,  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  was  admitted 
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to  the  Bar  oi  New  York  and  practiced  his  profession  for  several  years. 
"After  his  marriage,  in  1839,  he  went  to  Europe  and  spent  some 
years  in  tra\  el  there,  and  svibsequently  made  frequent  visits  there. 
His  last  journey  extended  to  Egypt,  where  he  and  his  family  re- 
mained for  a  winter. 

"In  1854  he  bought  a  beautiful  point  of  land  on  Long  Island 
Sound,  part  of  the  Hewlct  Point  property,  where  he  built  his  fine 
mansion  and  made  his  home  there  for  the  remainder  of  his  Hfe.  His 
tastes  led  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  agricultural  societies  of 
Qjieens  County,  and  he  took  an  actix  e  part  in  their  proceedings,  as 
well  as  a  deep  interest  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood,  both 
political  and  religious.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  his  genial  disposition  and 
courteous  manners  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he 
was  brought  in  contact. 

"The  Republican  pary  of  that  day  was  guided  by  the  principles 
which  he  had  inherited,  and  he  became  interested  in  promoting  them. 
His  first  public  appointment  was  as  Presidential  Elector  in  1872; 
this  was  followed  by  an  election  to  the  State  Senate,  in  which  he 
served  during  the  years  187 4- 1875.  He  was  a  zealous  supporter 
and  defender  of  the  Erie  canal,  and  of  the  Constitutional  Amend- 
ments which  brought  about  many  reforms  in  the  State  government. 
With  the  aid  of  the  members  of  the  First  District,  he  succeeded  in 
securing  the  repeal  of  the  infamous  act  of  1868,  by  vvhich,  unknown 
to  the  owners,  the  salt  meadow  water  fronts  of  Staten  and  Long 
Islands  had  been  sold  for  a  trifling  sum  to  a  land  company.  l^'or  his 
services  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  act  establishing  the  Court  of 
Arbitration  he  received  a  vote  of  thanks  from  the  New  York  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  In  the  year  1876  he  was  nominated  in  his  dis- 
trict for  the  office  of    Representative    in    the    National  Congress,   but 
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was  defeated,  as  he  was  also  in  1880,  the  district  being  strongly 
Democratic. 

"In  1881  Mr.  King  was  appointed,  by  Governor  Cornell,  the 
Commissioner  for  the  State  of  New  York,  to  receive  and  extend  the 
courtesies  and  hospitalities  of  the  State  to  the  delegation  from  I'Vance 
and  the  other  foreign  guests  inxited  bv  the  United  States  to  take 
part  at  Yorktoun  in  the  centennial  celebration.  l^oth  duties  were 
faithfully  performed. 

"From  that  time,  though  still  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
part\ ,  he  v\  as  no  longer  prominent  in  politics,  but  de\()ted  himself  to 
other  pursuits  for  which  he  had  long  felt  a  deep  concern.  These 
were  chiefl\'  in  connection  with  the  church  in  wliich  he  was  brought 
up,  and  which  was  that  of  his  affections,  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church.  His  desire  to  promote  its  interests  and  to  do  good  in  his 
generation  was  shown  by  his  connecting  himself  with  Zion  Cdiurch 
at  Little  Neck,  L.  I.,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a  warden,  and 
afterwards  bv  his  materially  aiding  in  building  the  Church  of  All 
Saints  at  Great  Neck,  of  which  he  was  every  year  elected  a  warden 
up  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Diocesan  Con- 
vention of  New  York,  from  Grace  Church,  Jamaica,  from  1850  to 
1866,  and,  after  the  division  of  the  Diocese  of  New  York,  a  delegate 
to  the  Long  Island  Diocesan  Convention,  from  Zion  Church,  Little 
Neck,  from  1863  to  1887,  and  from  All  Saints'  Church,  Great 
Neck,  from  1888  to  the  date  of  his  death.  During  all  these  years  he 
was  a  member  of  important  committees  of  the  Diocesan  Conventions 
and  was  always  present  at  their  meetings,  except  when  absent  from  the 
country.  He  was  a  Trustee  of  the  Fund  for  Aged  and  Inlirm  Cler- 
gymen from  the  year  i  869,  and  a  Trustee  of  the  General  'Theological 
Seminary  from  the  year  1872.      Both  these  offices,  as  well  as  those  of 
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member  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Domestic  and  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  and  Trustee  of  King  Hall,  Washington,  D.  C, 
founded  and  largely  endowed  by  himself,  for  the  higher  education  of 
the  colored  race,  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  a 
deputy  to  the  Federal  Council  on  e\'erv  occasion  from  its  formation 
in  I  87  I,  and  a  deputx  to  eight  successi\'e  i  riennial  (icncral  Con- 
ventions of  the  C-hurch.  He  was  also  a  lay  member  of  the  Ciathe- 
dral  Chapter  of  Long  Island,  and,  following  the  example  of  his 
ancestors,  he  was  a  liberal  benefactor  of  Crace  Church,  Jamaica.  He 
and  his  wife  vyere  greath  interested  in  the  New-  ^  ork  .\s\liim  for  the 
Blind,  of  wliich  he  was  a  manager,  and  it  has  been  trul\  saul  rlKit  in 
all  his  eflorts  to  promote  benevolent  objects,  his  wife  anel  daughters 
were  ever  read\    to  join  with  him. 

''Mr.  Kintr  became  a  member  of  the  Nev\-  ^  ork  Historical  Soci- 
ety  in  iSSi.  In  18(87  he  was  elected  its  eighteenth  President,  and, 
devoting  himself  to  its  interests,  was  annualK'  re-elected  to  the  same 
of^ce.  He  deli\ered  the  address  at  the  eighty-third  anniversary  of 
the  founding  of  the  society,  Nov.  15,  1887,  the  subject  of  his  ad- 
dress being  'The  framing  of  the  P'ederal  Constitution  and  the  causes 
leading  thereto.'  This  address  was  published  by  the  society.  At  a 
meeting  held  June  5,  1900,  Mr.  King  presented  and  read  a  memo- 
rial of    Robert  Schell,  late  Treasurer  of  the  society. 

"  He  was  very  seldom  missing  from  the  presidential  chair  at  the 
monthly  meetings  of  the  society,  and  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the 
library,  looking  over,  with  Mr.  Kilby,  the  librarian,  the  latest  addi- 
tions to  the  books  and  manuscripts.  The  last  time  he  presided  was 
at  the  meeting  on  October  2nd.  Mr.  King's  elder  brother.  Dr. 
Charles  Ray  King,  was  then  the  oldest  member  of  the  society. 

"Our  late    President    was    deeply   interested    in    procuring  a  new 
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building  for  the  society,  and  it  was  under  his  inspiration  that  ten  fidl 
citv  lots,  in  the  block  between  Seventy-sixth  and  Sev^enty-seventh 
streets,  west  ot  the  Park,  were  purchased  as  a  site  for  the  purpose. 
He  had  intended,  early  in  the  year,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  society, 
to  take  steps  for  raising  the  monex'  to  build  at  least  a  part  of  it. 

"This  is  but  an  imperfect  summary  of  the  many  good  deeds  of 
our  friend's  busy  and  well-spent  life.  It  re\eals  a  man  of  marked 
manliness  of  character,  vyith  a  singularly  sweet  and  lo\  ing  disposition. 
Holding  decided  \'ievys,  Conscientiously  maintained,  on  questions 
which  came  before  him,  they  vyere  not  put  forward  without  a  due 
regard  for  those  who  differed  from  him.  Notwithstanding  the  mid- 
tiplicity  of  vyorks  in  which  he  engaged,  they  were  always  accompanied 
by  such  modesty  and  reticence  that  few,  even  of  his  intimate  friends, 
were  aware  of  the  energy  and  punctuality  with  which  he  devoted 
himself  to  the  duties  which  he  voluntarily  assumed  for  the  good  of 
others.  Of  all  the  boards  and  committees  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber he  was  ne\'er  absent  from  a  meeting  unless  pre\'ented  by  other 
imperative  duties.  For  twenty  years  it  has  been  my  pri\  ilege  to  sit 
beside  him  in  the  Board  of  Managers  of  our  Missionary  Society.  In 
all  that  time  I  have  been  a  constant  observer  of  the  careful  and  con- 
scientious manner  in  which  he  discharged  its  important  responsibili- 
ties. In  addition  to  all  these  public  duties,  how  many  days  and 
hours  he  devoted  to  personal  acts  of  kindness  will  ne\'er  be  known 
until  that  day  v\hen  their  recipients  will  rise  up  and  call  him  blessed. 
His  heart  and  his  hand  were  always  open  to  e\'ery  appeal  of  suiTering 
and  want. 

"Such  was  the  honorable  and  noble  life  of  our  late  President — 
devoted  to  the  good  of  others,  free  in  every  stage  of  it  from  the  re- 
proach of  weakness  or  of  personal  ends,  marked    throughout  by  high 
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aims  conscicntioiislv  carried  out,  b\  an  enlightened  lo\'e  of  goodness,  | 
and  by  the  unhesitating  devotion  of  the  individual,  his  faculties  and  j 
his  possessions  to  the  service  of  God  and  his  fellow  men.  j 

"In  pri\'ate  life  he  was  what   we  are  accustomed    to  describe  as  a  -i 
gentleman  of    the    old    school.      As  the    first    l^ishop    of    Long  Island 

has  truthfullv  recorded:    'Manners    with    him    was  a  phase  of    morals.  ; 

Courage  and  politeness  were,  in  his    view,  only  other  names  for  ben-  : 

evolence    in    small  things.       He    not    only    believed  in  saving  what  is  i 

true  and  doing  what  is  right,    but  in  saving  and    doing  it  with  kindly  i 

regard  to  the  feelings  and  circumstances  of  others.  His  gracious  af-  i 
fability  was  more  than  a  sentiment,    because    it   stood   for  the  dignity 

of  a  principle.'  i 

"  LastK',  1  do  not  hesitate  to  hold  up  his  life  as  a  pattern  of  an  \ 
humble,  sincere  and  de\'out  Christian  man.  Accepting  with  his  j 
whole  heart  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  C-hristian  faith  as  set  forth  i 
in  the  ancient  creeds,  illustrating  them  in  his  dailv  v\alk  and  conver- 
sation, his  constant  aim  was,  as  the  Lord  requires,  'to  do  justly,  to 
love  mercv,  and  to  walk  humblv  with   his  God.' 

"And  so  when  the  end  came,  it  was  in  keeping  with  his  life.     As      ; 
everv  Christian    shoidd    desire    to    die — surrounded    bv    his    children, 
with  mental    abilities    unabated,    receiving  from  a  beloved  pastor  the     j 
last  viiiticuHi — he  calmlv  fell  asleep  and    was  gathered    unto    his  fath-     j 
ers,  ha\'ing  the  testimon\'  of   a   good    conscience,    in    the  communion 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the    confidence    of   a    certain  faith,  in  the 
comfort  of    a    reasonable,    religious,    and  only  hope,  in  favor  with  his 
God,  and  in  perfect  charity  with  the  world. 

"  His  funeral   ser\'ices    were    held    in  St.  Thomas'  Church,  which, 
though  the  weather  was  verv  stormy,    was  filled    wnth  the  representa- 
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tives  ot  the  various  institutions  for  which  he  had  labored,  and  a  large 
number  of  the  leading  men  of  the  city.  His  body  was  laid  in  the 
grave  by  the  side  of  his  ancestors  and  kindred,  under  the  shadow  of 
the  old  church  at  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  in  sure  and  certain  hope  of 
the  resurrection  and  the  life  of  the  world  to  come.  There  we  left 
it,  with  the  words  on  our  lips  and  in  our  hearts:  'Blessed  are  the 
dead  who  die  in  the  Lord;  even  so  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest 
from  their  labors.'  " 

Mr.  King  married,  Feb.  21,  1839,  Mary  Golden  Rhinelander, 
only  daughter  of  Philip  and  Mary  Golden  Hoffman  Rhinelander,  of 
New  York,  son  of  William  Rhinelander,  jr.,  son  of  William  Rhine- 
lander (i),  son  of  Philip  [acob  Rhinelander,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Rhinelander  family. 

Philip  Jacob  Rhinelander  was  the  first  of  this  Huguenot  family 
who  sought  refuge  in  America  from  the  persecutions  caused  by  the 
re\ocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  On  his  arrival  in  America,  in 
1686,  he  settled  in  New  Rochelle,  Westchester  Go.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
purchased  considerable  property,  and  there  died  at  a  good  old  age. 
He  was  born  in  that  part  of  the  Rhine  subject  to  France,  four  miles 
from  the  town  of  Oberwessel. 

William  Rhinelander  (  i  ),  son  of  Philip  Jacob  Rhinelander,  was 
born  at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  in  1718.  He  later  removed  to  New 
York  citv  and  purchased  the  land  at  28  and  30  Spruce  street,  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  Sept.  7,  1777.  He  was  buried  in  Trinity 
Ghurch  yard.  He  married  Magdalen  Renaud,  sometimes  spelled 
Reynaud,  daughter  of  Stephen  Renaud,  of  New  Rochelle,  and  his 
wife  Magdalen.      They  had  JVilliani  (2)  and  other  children. 

William    Rhinelander    (2),    son    of    William    (i)    and    Magdalen 
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(^Rcnaud)  Rhinelander,  was  born  in  New  York,  May  27,  1753.  In 
1810  he  purchased  No.  243  Broadway,  and  there  lived  until  his 
death,  Sept  9,  1825.  He  was  Trustee  for  the  family  and  an  exten- 
sive land  owner.  He  married  Marv  Robert,  sometimes  spelled 
Robart,  (born  1755,  died  Feb.  13,  1807,)  sister  of  Col.  Robert,  who 
was  a  line  officer  under  Gen.  Washington  during  the  American  Re\  - 
olution,  and  descended  from  Daniel  Robert,  who  was  the  first  of  the 
Huguenot  family  of  that  name  who  came  to  America.  William 
Rhinelander  (2),  bv  his  wife  Mary  (Robert)  Rhinelander,  had  among 
other  children,  Philip.     ■ 

Pliilip  Rhinelander,  son  of  William  (2)  and  Marv  (Robert) 
Rhinelander,  was  born  April  14,  1788,  died  Feb.  57,  1830.  He 
was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  in  the  State  and  acti\'e  in 
public  aflairs.  He  was  a  member  of  Congress,  also  of  State  Con\  en- 
tion  to  form  Constitution.  He  married,  in  1822,  Mary  Colden 
Hoflman,  daughter  of  Hon.  [osiah  Ogden  HofTman  and  his  wife, 
Mar\  Colden,  and  grand- daughter  of  Da\  id  Colden.  Their  daugh- 
ter, Mary  Colden  Rhinelander,  born  April  7,  1818,  died  Jan.  12, 
1894,  was  married,  Feb.  21,   1839,  to  fohn  Alsop  King. 

The  children  of  )ohn  Alsop  King  and  his  wife,  Mary  Colden 
Rhinelander  King,  were: 

I.    Mary  Rhinelander  King. 
11.    Cornelia  Ray  King,  died  early. 

III.  Alice  King,  married  Gherardi  Davis. 

IV.  Frederic  King,  died  in  childhood. 
V.    Fllen  King. 

Miss  May  Rhinelander  King,  who  occupies  the  beautiful  home- 
stead at  Great  Neck,  is  now  the  only  representati\  e  of  this  branch 
of  the  King  family  residing  on  Long  Island. 


GRACEFIELD. 


The    Home    of    Hon.    William    R.    Grace,    Kx-Mavor    of 

New   York    City. 


This  dclighttiil  country  seat,  for  the  past  thirty  years  or  more  the 
summer  home   of    Hon.  William  R.  (irace,   has   many  advantages  not 

found  in  the  later  and  more 
pretentious  homes  for  which 
Great  Neck  is  noted.  Rest, 
retirement,  recreation  and 
healthfiilness  were  the  princi- 
pal objects  sought  by  Mr. 
Grace,  and  these  have  been 
attained  in  the  highest  degree. 
Nature  has  supplied  all  that  is 
required,  and  art  would  de- 
tract rather  than  improve  the 
beauties  of  the  place.  This, 
for  generations,  was  known  as 
the  "Mott  Manor,"  and  here 
the  descendants  of  the  quaint 
old  Qiiaker,  Adam  Mott,  the 
founder  of  the  Long  Island 
Motts,  lived  in  peace. and  qui- 
etness, cultivating  their  broad 
WINTER  SCENE  AT  GRACEFIELD.  acres  and  enjoying  the  beauties 
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which  nature  had  so  la\'ishlv  provided,  caring  little  for  that  which  lav 
beyond  their  own  immediate  vision. 

Graceheld  homestead  is  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  points  of 
Great  Neck  harbor,  at  an  elevation  of  about  one  hundred  feet  above 
tidewater,  and  commands  an  extended  view  of  the  harbor  from  Man- 
hassett  Bay  to  Long  Island  Sound.  Port  Washington,  which  has 
become  famous  as  the  home  of  the  millionaires,  lies  about  a  mile  to 
the  east  on  the  opposite  shore,  and  bevond,  as  far  as  the  eve  can 
reach,  is  Long  Island  Sound,  clearly  discerned  on  a  bright  dav  by 
the  fleet  of  sails  and  passing  steamers.  Harbor  Hill  lies  directlv  op- 
posite, and  a  little  to  the  south  are  the  waters  of    Manhassett  Bay. 

In  its  general  appearance  the  old  house  remains  much  the  same 
as  when  the  last  Mott  left  it.  Alterations  and  additions  have  been 
made  as  occasion  required,  but  the  general  features  have  been  pre- 
served. The  broad  piazza  in  front  was  added  by  the  present  ow^ier, 
but  the  old  double  doors  which  open  to  the  rear  entrance  have 
undergone  no  change.  The  broad,  hand-made  shingles,  which  cover 
the  main  house  and  which  have  sheltered  it  from  the  storms  of  many 
winters,  still  remain  hrm  in  their  place,  and  the  recent  additions 
conform  to  the  stvle  in  every  respect,  both  in  exterior  and  interior. 
The  house,  as  was  the  custom,  has  a  southern  exposure,  and  the  land 
slopes  gently  on  three  sides.  About  fifty  yards  in  front  of  the  house 
is  a  deep  ravine,  spanned  by  a  rustic  bridge,  beneath  which  flows  a 
rippling  stream  down  the  hillside  into  the  bay,  where  for  hundreds 
of  years  it  has  continued  its  course  amid  the  many  changing  scenes 
that  have  occurred. 

"Men  may  come  and  men  may  go. 
But  I  go  on  forever,  forever." 

The  house  is  surrounded    by  a  forest   of   trees,    which    during  the 
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summer  partially  conceal  it  from  view  but  give  to  it  an  additional 
charm  and  home-like  appearance.  Several  acres  of  well  kept  lawn 
stretch  out  along  the  highway,  a  portion  of  which  is  utilized  for  polo 
grounds,  lawn  tennis  and  other  summer  amusements. 

Gracefield  proper  embraces  some  two  hundred  acres,  and  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street  are  the  large  stables,  the  lodge  and  other 
outbuildings.  A  fine  herd  of  Jersey  cows  graze  over  the  rich  pasture 
lands,  afTording  an  abundant  supply  of  rich  milk  for  the  family  and 
the  numerous  summer  \'isitors  which  the  hospitable  proprietor  de- 
lights to  entertain.  Within  the  enclosure  of  the  pasture  lands  is  a 
never  failing  spring  of  pure,  cold  water,  a  constant  reminder  of  the 
past.  The  Indian  drank  from  this  long  before  he  learned  the  use  of 
the  "fire  water"  which  parched  his  throat  and  turned  his  brain,  and 
from  this  spring  the  generations  of  Motts  quenched  their  thirst  dur- 
ing the  heat  of  the  long  summer  days. 


THE   GRACE   AND   ALLIED   FAMILIES. 


Line   of    Hon.    William    R.    Grace. 


The  recent   leasing    of    the    famous    Battle    Abbey    by  Mr.  M.  P.  ] 
Grace  recalls  the  fact  that  the  name  ot   his  ancestor  who  participated  : 
in  the  Battle  of    Hastings    is    found    in    the    Domesdav    Book,  a  des- 
cendant ot   whom  joined  in  the  conquest  of    Ireland.      [Mr.  Grace  is  , 
a  brother  of    Hon.  William  R.  Grace,  ex-Mavor  of   New  York  Citv.l  ; 

l^aron  Otho  of  England,  of  Saxon  descent,  li\  ing  in  the  i  oth  ] 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,  was  father  of  Castellan  Walter  Fitz  Otho,  \ 
born  about  A.  D.  looo,  who,  at  the  general  survey  of  the  kingdom  i 
in   1078,  was  Castellan  of  Windsor    and    was    appointed    bv  William 

the  Conqueror,  Warden  of  the  Forests  in  l^erkshire.  i 

i 

Go\crnor  Raymond  Fitz  William  Fitz  Gerald,  surnamed  Lc  Gros, 
born  about  A.  D.  11  i  cS,  was  the  second  son  of  William  Fitz  Gerald 
Fitz  Walter,  and  was   1  cth  in  descent  from    Baron    Otho.       He  went     \ 

^  1 

to  Ireland  and  had  a  principal  share    in    the    conquest    of    that  king- 
dom. ; 

\ 

Says  a  well  known  writer  on  genealogy:     "The  old  and  eminent     j 
family  of  Grace  ranks   among  the    earliest  of   the  Anglo  Norman  set- 
tlers in  Ireland.      Under    the    banner   of    Richard  de  Clare    (the  well     | 
known     Strongbow),     Raymond     Fitz    Walter,     surnamed     Le    Gros,      ' 
landed  in    that    kingdom.      He    became    its    Viceroy    in    1156,    and, 
marrying  Basilia  de  Clare,  Strongbow's  sister,   acquired    the  extensive 
district  in  the  County  of    Kilkenny,  still    known   as   'The  Cantred  of 
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Grace's    Country.'       In    this    gallant    soldier    the    Graces    trace    their 
origin. 

"■  Baron  Raymond  Fitz  William  Le  Gros,  eldest  son  of  (jo\  ernor 
Raymond  Fitz  Walter  Le  Gros,  of  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland — from 
whom  sprang  the  family  of  Grace — was  born  in  County  Kilkenny, 
Ireland,  A.  D.  1  i  80.  He  vyas  a  principal  sharer  in  the  reduction  of 
Ireland,  and  when  King  Henry  I.  became  jealous  of  Strongbow 
(Earl  de  Clare)  and,  to  prexent  his  grovying  power,  commanded  all 
the  English  to  return  to  their  own  country  by  the  ensuing  toaster, 
Raymond  was  despatched  to  the  King,  then  in  Aquitaine,  to  appease 
his  jealousy  by  submitting,  in  the  Earl's  name,  his  conquest  to  his 
pleasure. 

"After  the  execution  of  this  commission  he  performed  many  e\- 
traordinar\-  and  signal  services  against  the  Irish,  by  which,  in  a  great 
measure,  he  preser\  ed  the  English  army  from  destruction  and  retained 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  in  subjection  to  King  Henry  I.,  and  for  this 
seasonable  relief  of  Earl  Strongbow  de  Clare  and  his  small  army, 
then  cooped  up  at  Waterford  by  the  citizens  (who  were  conspiring 
their  murder),  had  that  luirl's  sister  Basilia  giyen  him  in  marriage, 
and,  as  a  portion  with  her,  the  lands  of  Idrone,  Tothard  and  Glass- 
arigg,  vyith  the  Constableship  of  Linster.  He  became  Baron  of 
Courtstown  or  Tullaroan  and  Lord  of  Grace's  Country.  He  mar- 
ried Margaret,  daughter  of  Robert  Fitz  Warren  of  Wales.  His  lin- 
eal descendant  in  the   12th  generation  was  Sir  John  Le  Gros." 

Sir  John  Le  Gros,  born  in  Courtstown,  Ireland,  A.  D.  1475, 
(surnamed  Criosearaium,  the  Iron  Belted,)  son  of  Raymond  F'itz 
Walter  Le  Gros,  was  li\'ing  in  1520  to  1534.  He  married  Cath- 
arine, daughter  of  Pierce  Le  Poer,  of  Curaghmore  in  the  city  of 
Waterford,  and  had  two  sons: 
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John  Le  Gros,  born  about  A.  D.   1500. 

Sir  Oliver  Le  Gros,  born  about  A.  D.  1505. 

The  former  (called  More  the  Great)  became  Baron  of  Courts- 
town  and  Lord  of  Grace's  Country  at  Tullaroan  in  1543,  and  built 
the  Castle  of  Courtstown. 

Sir  Oliver  Grace,  Knight,  the  second  son,  born  about  A.  D. 
1505,  (^surnamed  " ciall  inhar,"  The  Wise,)  of  Ballylinch  and  Legan 
Castles,  County  Kilkenny,  was  Lord  of  Carney  in  Tipperary  and 
Member  of  Parliament  for  that  city  in  1559.  He  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gerald  Fitz  Gerald,  third  Lord  Decies,  by  his  wife 
Ellice,  daughter  of  Pierce  Butler,  eighth  Karl  of  Ormonde;  dying  in 
1580  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

Gerald  Grace,  (surnamed  Marcash,  The  Horseman,)  of  Bally- 
linch Castle,  born  about  A.  D.  1540.  He  married  Margaret,  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Robert  Hartpole,  of  Shrule  Castle  in  Qvieens  County,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Oliver. 

Oliver  Grace,  (surnamed  Skeonaugh,  The  Handsome,)  of  Bally- 
linch Castle,  was  born  about  A.  D.  1575,  died  Aug.  27,  1620.  He 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Edmund  Butler,  second  Viscount 
Mountgurnt,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Gerald. 

Gerald  Grace,  (^called  Reenin,  The  Traveller,)  of  Ballylinch 
Castle,  was  born  about  A.  D.  1610.  He  fell  at  the  battle  of  Kil- 
brush,  April  15,  1642,  and  a  confiscation  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
estates  to  the  extent  of  17,000  acres  followed.  He  married  Ellen, 
eldest  daughter  and  eventually  co-heir  of  Edmund  Butler,  third  Lord 
of  Dunboyne  (and  his  wife  Margaret,  sole  heir  of  Thomas,  fourth 
Lord  Caher)  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 

William  Grace,  who  was   styled  of    Ballylinch   Castle,  but  resided 
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at  Barrowmount,  County  Kilkenny,  was  born  April,  A.  D.  1635. 
He  married  Elenor,  sister  of  Edward,  second  Viscount  ot  Galmovs 
(by  Margaret,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Nicholas,  first  Lord  Nether- 
worth,  widow  of  jamcs,  the  eldest  son  of  Pierce  Butler,  Viscount 
Skerrin,  ancestor  of  the  Earls  of  Carrick),and  had  issue  Oli\er  Grace, 


1660,  and  Frace,   1665, 


Honorable  Oliver  Grace,  eldest  son  of  William,  born  about 
I  660,  was  in  Parliament  and  held  the  ofKce  of  Chief  Remembrancer 
of  the  Exchequer  in  Ireland,  and  settled  at  Shauganagh,  now  called 
Gracefield,  in  Qiieens  County.  He  married  Elizabeth,  only  surviv- 
ing child  of  John  Bryan,  Esq.,  of  l^aronmorc.  County  of  Kilkenny. 
His  second  wife,  Ursula,  second  daughter  and  eventually  co-heiress 
of  Walter  Walsh,  Esq.,    of    Castlehoel,    by    his    wife,  Hon.  Magdalen  j 

Sheffield,  sister  of  Edmund  Sheffield,  second  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  and 
ultimately  sole  heiress  of   Edmund    Sheffield,    last  Duke  of    Bucking-  j 

ham  and  Normandy. 

By  his  first  wife,    lilizabeth    Bryan,    Honorable    ()li\'er  Grace  had  I 

seven  children,  of   whom  the  eldest  was  Michael. 

Michael  Grace,  son  of    Honorable    Oliver    and  his  wife  Elizabeth  I 

(Bryan)  Grace,  was  born  about  1682.  He  inherited  as  co-heir-at- 
law,  with  his  nephew    (the    son    of   his  sister  Lettice),  Robert  Grace, 

of  Courtstown,  the  undi\ided    estates    of    the    Sheffield    family  in  the  ' 

I 

counties  of  Sussex,  Middlesex  and  York.      He  died   1760.      He  mar-  ; 

ried  Mary,  daughter  of    [ohn   Galway,    Esq.,  of    Lota  House,  County  j 

Cork,   by  "Elizabeth,    his    wife,    daughter  of   William  Meade,  Esq.,  of  j 

Ballintobber,  and  sister  of  Sir  John  Meade,  Baronet,  grandfather  of 
the  first  Earl  of  Claniwilliam.  He  had  issue  four  children,  of  whom 
was  John  Grace  (i). 
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[ohn  Grace  (i),  son  of  Michael  and  Marv  (Galway)  Grace,  was 
born  about   1706;    died  before   1760,  leaving  son  [ohn  (2). 

[ohn  Grace  (2)  son  ot  [ohn  (  i  ),  ot  (Queens  Coiint\,  Ireland, 
was  born  about  1740.  He  had  three  sons,  the  eldest  ot  whom  was 
John  (3). 

[ohn  Grace  (3),  son  ot  [ohn  (2),  was  born  about  1770,  in 
Qiieens  Countv,  Ireland;  died  at  Banhagher,  Kings  County,  Ireland. 
He  married,  about  1797,  Alice  Horenden,  ot  that  countv,  and  had 
a  son  [ames. 

James  Grace,  son  ot  [ohn  (3)  and  Alice  (Horenden)  Grace,  was 
born  in  Qiieens  Countv,  Ireland,  in  1798.  He  resided  at  the  Shet- 
tield  House  in  the  same  countv;  died  at  the  '^  h'aramouth  House," 
same  countv,  Feb.  5,  1869.  He  married  in  Limerick,  Ireland,  in 
1827,  Ellen  Marv  Russell,  daughter  ot  Michael  Russell,  of  Nenagh, 
Count\-  ot    ripperarv,  Ireland,  and  had  issue: 

I.    Alice,  born    at    Shetlield    House,    Queens  Countv,  Ireland, 
1828;    died   1875. 

II.    Ellen  M.  born  at  Sheffield  House,   1829. 

III.  William     Russell    Grace,    born     at     Riverstown,    Co\e    of 
Cork,  Mav   10,   1832.      (See  record.) 

IV.  John  \\\,  born  at  Sheffield  House,  1836. 
V.    Morgan  S.,  born  at  Sheffield  House,   1839. 

VI.    Sarah  M.,  born  at  Sheffield  House,   1840. 
VII.    Michael  P.,  born  at  Sheffield  House,   1843. 
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Belt.  iUiliiaitl  R.  Grace,  third  child  of  James  and  Ellen  Mary 
(Russell)  Grace,  was  born  at  Rivertown,  Co\e  of  Cork,  County 
Qiieens,  Ireland,  May  10,  1832.  The  self-reliant  spirit,  boldness, 
energy  and  determination,  characteristic  traits  of  his  ancestors,  were 
early  developed  in  him.  With  a  fair  education  to  begin  life,  he  came 
to  this  country  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  entered  a  shipping  ofSce 
as  clerk,  and  in  less  than  four  years  he  had  acquired  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  the  business  to  enable  him  to  start  for  himself.  His 
habits  were  fixed  and  his  character  as  mature  at  that  early  age  as 
many  men  ten  years  his  senior.  He  returned  home  with  a  fixed 
purpose  to  start  in  business  for  himself.  He  submitted  his  plans  to 
his  father,  who  had  confidence  in  his  son's  ability  and  good  judg- 
ment, and,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  former,  he  went  to  Liverpool 
and  established  the  firm  of  William  R.  Grace  &  Co.  After  two 
years'  experience  he  became  satisfied  that  the  opportunities  for  suc- 
cess in  the  New  World  were  much  greater  than  in  the  Old.  He  sold 
out  his  business  and  returned  to  the  home  of  his  adoption.  The  trade 
with  the  South  American  states  at  this  time  was  comparatively  in  its 
infancy.  He  visited  Peru,  Lima  and  Callao,  where  he  established,  in  the 
early  fifties,  the  firm  of  Bryce,  Grace  &  Co.  Business  prospered,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  his  firm  had  achieved  a  world-wide  repu- 
tation and  controlled  most  of  the  foreign  shipping  trade  of  the  South 
American  coast,  with  agencies  at  Valparaiso,  Liverpool,  Boston,  Bal- 
timore and  other  cities.  The  firms  of  William  R.  Grace  &  Co.,  of 
New  York,  Thomas  Williams  &  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  J.  W.  Grace  & 
Co.,  of  San  Francisco,  and  Grace  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  Callao,  with 
William  R.  Grace  as  the  guiding  and  controlling  spirit,  became  known 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  Mr.  Grace  himself  was  recog- 
nized as  one   of    the    ablest    and    most    successful    of    New  York  mer- 
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chants.  The  carrying  trade  of  these  several  firms  embraces  almost 
every  article  to  be  found  in  the  list  of  exports  and  imports  of  the 
South  American  states.  The  facilities  ofTered  by  this  firm  helped  to 
develop  an  immense  amount  of  territorv  and  largely  increased  the 
commerce  of  the  whole  world.  For  several  vears  after  he  established 
the  first  house  he  spent  most  of  his  time  in  travel,  looking  after  his 
various  interests  and  the  new  firms  founded  bv  him.  In  1865,  just 
after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  decided  to  settle  permanently  in  New 
York,  and  fi-om  that  time  forth  has  been  identified  with  the  citv's 
interests  and  has  contributed  largely  t(^  its  prosperitv.  Other  busi- 
ness interests  occupied  his  attention.  He  became  President  of  the 
Export  Lumber  Co.,  a  director  of  the  xMarine  National  Bank,  the 
Lincoln  National  Bank  and  the  Emigrant  Savings  Bank,  and  was 
made  Receiver  of  the  Continental  Life  Insurance  Co.  During  the 
great  famine  in  Ireland,  in  1880,  he  entered  heartily  into  the  relief 
plan  adopted  by  the  New  York  Herald,  and  when  a  U.  S.  steamship 
was  selected  to  carry  the  generous  contributions  to  that  suffering  coun- 
try, Mr.  Grace  contributed  one-fourth  of  the  entire  cargo,  besides  the 
services  of  his  clerks  in  the  prosecution  of  all  clerical  duties  con- 
nected with  the  work.  The  entire  cost  to  Mr.  Grace  in  this  noble 
enterprise  was  some  ^50,000.  Publicity  in  this  matter  was  unavoid- 
able, but  his  generous  gifts  to  other  deserving  charities  are  known 
only  to  himself  and  the  recipients  of   his  kindness. 

Mr.  Grace,  while  interested  in  all  public  matters  pertaining  to 
the  interests  of  his  adopted  city,  had  ne\er  taken  a  very  active  inter- 
est in  politics  until  1880.  The  affairs  of  the  city  at  that  time  were 
in  a  very  unfortunate  condition.  Politicians  were  in  control  and  the 
people  were  made  to  suffer.  Mr.  Grace's  candidacy  was  sought  for 
the  mayoralty  as  one    on    whom    all    parties    could   unite,  and  he  was 
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finally  induced  to  accept  the  nomination.  Some  of  his  enemies 
sought  to  inject  religious  issues  into  the  campaign,  but,  in  spite  of 
this,  he  was  elected  bv  a  handsome  majority,  and  those  who  had  pre- 
dicted the  e\'il  results  were  sadlv  disappointed,  for  Mr.  Grace  gave 
the  city  one  of  the  best  and  most  impartial  administrations  it  had 
ever  enjoyed.  There  was  no  favoritism,  and  Mr.  Grace  conducted 
the  alTairs  of  his  office  the  same  as  his  own  private  affairs  and  gave 
the  city  a  clean,  honest  government. 

It  was  during  his  administration  as  Mayor  that  the  movement 
was  first  started  to  erect  a  monument  in  New  York  City  to  the  mem- 
ory  of  Gen.  Grant,  whose  death  occurred  at  this  time.  The  Grant 
Monument  Association  was  organized  with  Mayor  Grace  as  Presi- 
dent. About  half  a  million  of  dollars  was  raised  in  the  course  of  a 
few  months  and  efforts  were  kept  up  for  further  increasing  the  fund. 
In  the  meantime  the  Grand  Armv  of  the  Republic  started  a  move- 
ment for  the  erection  of  a  monument  in  Washington,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  counteract  this  influence  by  placing  Grand  Army  men 
on  the  Executive  Committee.  Mr.  Grace  and  others  resigned,  the 
movement  received  a  new  impetus  with  Gen.  Horace  Porter  at  the 
head,  and  resulted  in  the  completion  and  erection  of  the  monument 
at  Riverside  Park.  To  Mayor  Grace  and  his  associates,  however,  be- 
longs the  credit  of  starting  the  movement  and  raising  a  fund  which 
assured  its  ultimate  success. 

During  Mayor  Grace's  administration  so  much  of  his  time  was 
devoted  to  the  affairs  of  the  citv  that  his  business  affairs  required 
another  head.  He  sent  for  his  brother,  Michael  P.  Grace,  then  in 
Lima,  Peru,  and  he  remained  in  control  of  the  New  York  house  till 
Mayor  Grace  took  up  the  conversion  of  the  Peruvian  debt,  on  the 
success  of   which  his  brother  established  a  branch  in   London. 
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Mayor  Grace  received  a  second  nomination  in  1884  and  was  again 
elected  Mayor  of  the  city  by  a  large  majority,  his  second  administra- 
tion being  quite  as  successful  as  the  first,  every  department  being 
conducted  on  the  same  business  principles  as  those  that  govern  the 
various  branches  of   his  own  afTairs. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  mayoralty  Mr.  Grace  has  withdrawn 
from  public  aflairs  and  devoted  himself  to  the  management  of  his 
firm's  business,  which  is  now  the  largest  of  anv  in  his  line  in  the 
world.  Mr.  Grace  has  been  a  large  contributor  to  private  and  pub- 
lic institutions,  but  the  greatest  work  of  his  life  was  begun  in  1897 
when  he  established  the  Grace  Institute  for  the  practical  education 
of  young  women,  the  object  as  stated  being  "to  furnish  instruction 
in  the  domestic  arts  and  sciences,  in  the  trades  and  occupations  in 
which  women  mav  be  emploved,  and  to  afford  protection,  instruc- 
tion and  assistance  to  voung  women."  The  institution  is  located  at 
149  West  Sixtieth  Street.  The  building,  which  was  formerlv  known 
as  the  Moore  Mansion,  was  enlarged  and  completel)'  equipped  with 
all  the  fixtures  and  apparatus  requisite  for  a  work  of  this  character. 
The  general  object  of  the  Institute  is  sufficientlv  comprehcnsi\'e  to 
include  courses  in  all  practical  branches  that  will  make  young  women 
self-reliant.  In  the  several  departments  women  are  trained  to  dis- 
charge intelligently  all  the  duties  of  a  home,  in  the  broadest  sense  of 
the  word. 

The  Cooking  School  teaches  the  elements  of  all  cooking.  Two  or 
more  dishes  form  the  subject  of  each  lesson.  In  the  first  course  the 
pupil  learns  to  make  bread,  to  prepare  soups,  roasts  and  many  simple, 
wholesome  dishes,  the  object  being  always  nutritious  food,  well  pre- 
pared, well  served,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  virtue  of  thrift.  In  the 
Laundry  Department,  which  is  equipped  with  all  the  latest  improve- 
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ments,  rlic  pupils  are  taught  washing  and  ironing,  also  the  proper 
use  ot  starches,  the  preser\  ation  of  texture  and  colors,  etc.  In  the 
Sewing  and  Dressmaking  branch  the  instruction  is  so  thorough  that 
the  pupil  is  not  onl\'  qualified  to  make  her  own  clothes,  but,  should 
occasion  require,  she  can  make  use  ot  the  knowledge  thus  obtained 
for  earning  her  own  li\'ing.  The  Stenographic  Department  begins 
v\ith  a  preliminary  course  in  Knglish,  and  teaches  one  of  the  stand- 
ard systems  of  phonography  in  a  yery  thorough  manner,  The  course 
embraces  business,  le- 
gal and  general  re- 
porting, and  aims  par- 
ticularly to  make  the 
student  efficient  in 
business  practices.  In 
the  Typewriting  room 
special  drills  are  gi\  en 
with  the  object  ot 
co\'ering  as  man\'  of 
the  principal  lines  ot 
business  as  possible — 
building  specifications 

and  legal  forms,  the  vyriting  of  testimony,  making  manifold  copies 
and  general  correspondence.  The  Institute  helps  its  pupils  when 
they  become  competent. 

In  addition  to  the  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  classes  are 
held  in  the  e\ening  for  girls  who  are  employed  during  the  dav.  The 
classes  have  been  organized  and  the  work  is  efficiently  carried  on  by 
the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  under  the  direction  of 
Sister  Marie  Dolores.       In  the  autumn  of   1902   there  were  in  attend- 
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ance  497  pupils  in  Dressmaking,  272  in  Stenography  and  Type- 
writing, 233  in  Cooking,  making  a  total  of  1002.  Pupils  are  ad- 
mitted without  distinction  as  to  religious  belief,  and  among  this  vast 
army  of  busy  workers  are  found  Catholics,  Protestants,  Hebrews  and 
persons  of  all,  and  without  any,  religious  belief.  When  it  is  consid- 
ered that  all  this  is  absolutely  frec^  and  that  the  entire  expenses  of  the 
Institute  are  borne  bv  Mr.  Grace,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  undertaking  and  the  large-hearted  liberality  of  its 
benefactor.  The  good  accomplished  by  this  system  of  education 
can  never  be  estimated.  Not  only  are  lumdreds  of  pupils  turned 
out  annually  fully  equipped  to  earn  their  own  lixing,  but  persons 
emploving  them  are  sure  of  getting  the  best  skilled  labor,  fully  qual- 
ified for  the  position  in  which  they  may  be  placed. 

Mr.  Grace  has  contributed  thousands  of  dollars  annually  for  \'a- 
rious  benex'olent  and  charitable  objects,  but  nothing  he  has  ever  done 
is  so  far  reaching  in  effects  as  that  accomplished  by  Grace  Institute. 
Thousands  will  rise  up  to  call  him  blessed  and  his  memory  will  be 
kept  green  through  many  generations  of  those  who  have  benefited 
by  his  munificence. 

Mr.  Grace  was  among  the  first  of  the  new  comers  at  Great  Neck 
and  he  has  contributed  liberalh-  toward  the  many  improvements  that 
have  made  this  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  of  summer  resort  on 
Long  Island.  Some  of  the  happiest  and  most  peaceful  hours  of  his 
long  and  busy  life  have  been  spent  in  this  delightful  retreat,  where 
he  and  his  family  could  enjoy  social  intercourse  with  their  neighbors 
with  that  simplicity  and  freedom  seldom  found  at  places  of  fashion- 
able resort. 

Mr.  Grace  married,  Sept.  11,  1859,  Miss  I^illius  Gilchrist,  daugh- 
ter of    George  W.  Gilchrist,  a  prominent  ship  builder  of   Thomaston, 
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Me.  He  was  the  grandson  oi  Samuel  Gilchrist,  of  St.  George,  Me., 
who  served  with  honor  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  sta- 
tioned in  New  York  Citv,  and  probably  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Long  Island  (Aug.  27,  1776),  as  he  was  wounded  on  the  skirmish 
line  during  the  retreat  ot  the  American  army  trom  New  York  to 
Harlem.  He  carried  the  bullet  in  his  bodv  up  to  the  dav  ot  his 
death,  a  constant  reminder  of  the  part  he  bore  in  the  great  struggle 
for  American  independence. 

The  children  of    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grace  are: 

I.  Alice  Gertrude  Grace,  born  in  South  America,  [une  11, 
i860;  married  1st  to  W.  E.  Holloway,  of  Baltimore,  Oct.  16,  1884. 
One  child,  William  Grace  Holloway,  born  May  21,  1886,  is  the 
issue  of  this  marriage.  She  married,  2nd,  Albert  F.  D'Oench,  [an. 
10,  I  go  I.  They  ha\'e  one  child,  Russell  Gilchrist  Grace,  born  Nov., 
1901. 

II.    Florence  Fllen  Grace,    born    in    South  America,  Sept.  20, 
1861  ;    died  Sept.  27,   1861. 

III.  Lilius  Clemintina  Grace,  born  in  South  America,  Oct.  24, 
1864;    died  in  Ireland,  June  26,   1866. 

IV.  Agnes  Isadora  Grace,    born    in    Brooklyn,    N.  Y.,  April  4, 
1867;    died  in  New  York  City,  March  8,   1884. 

V.    Mary  Augusta  Grace,    born    in    Brooklyn,    Sept.  2,   1868; 
died  there  Feb.  16,   1870. 

VI.    Lilius    Annie    Grace,    born    in    Brooklyn,    Sept.   1,   1870; 
died  there  Aug.  30,   1871. 

VII.    Joseph  P.  Grace,  born  at  Great  Neck,  June  29,  1872. 
VIII.    Lilias  Juniata  Grace,    born  in  New  York  City,  March  30, 
1874;    married  July  12,    1898,  George  Edward  Kent.      Their  child- 
ren are  Katharine  and  Edward  Kent,  jr. 
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IX.  Louisa  Nathalie  Grace,  born  in  New  York  City,  Dec.  23, 
1875. 

X.  William   Russell  Grace,  )r.,  born  April    11,  1878. 

XI.  Caroline  S.  Grace,  born    April    22,    1879;    died  April   21, 

1882. 


Leveled  by  Fire 

Landmark  on  Bowery  Bay, 
Acquired  by  Stuyvesant 
Grant,  Reduced  to  Ashes 


Bought  for  Airport  Site 

Historic    Building    "Was    to 
Have  Been  a  Clubhouse 


On»  of  the  oldest  structures  In 
greater  New  York  was  nothing  but 
ashes  yesterday  after  a  fire  of  unknown 
origin  destroyed  tl^e  old  Riker  mansion 
In  Queens.  The  first  part  ot  this  de- 
serted house  was  built  In  1654,  when 
Abraham  Rycken  Joined  the  hegira 
from  Holland,  scorned  the  easily  ac- 
cessible acres  of  lower  Manhattan  and 
sailed  up  the  East  River  to  Bowery  Bay. 

In  staking  his  claim  in  the  unex- 
plored lands  he  included  the  island  a 
few  hundred  yards  from  the  home  he 
built,  an  Island  that  then  was  a  bit 
of  green  near  the  swirl  of  Hell  Gate, 
but  which,  as  Rikers  Island,  has  be- 
come a  refuse  heap  and  the  site  of  the 
prisons  known  as  the  Municipal  Farms. 
Just  how  the  Island  and  the  mansion 
lost  the  original  name  of  Rycken  and' 
became  Riker  Is  buried  in  the  vincer- 
tatn  records  of  the  city's  growth. 

Nothing  Saved  from  Ruins 

The  fire  was  beyond  control  by  the 
time  the  Fire  Department  had  run  Its 
necessary  2,000  feet  of  hose  from  the 
nearest  fireplug  to  the  mansion.  The 
feeble  stream  that  finally  played  on  the 
roaring  wooden  structure  was  Ineffect- 
ual and  nothing  was  saved. 

In  the  frequent  efforts  to  save  his- 
toric sites,  no  attention  has  been  paid 
to  this  mansion,  one  of  the  earliest 
that  was  preserved  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  Rycken  came  here  at 
the  time  of  Peter  Stuyvesant  and  it  was  ; 
from  that  Dutch  patroon  that  he  re- 
ceived the  grant  of  100  acres  on  Bowery 
Bay  and  the  island  across  the  wators 
of  the  river.  There  Is  still  preserved 
the  crinkled  bit  of  parchment  that 
records  this  grant. 

That  document  and  the  rest  of  the 
old  relics  that  had  lasted  througn  the 
centuries  were  not  destroyed,  having 
all  been  taken  from  the  house  which 
has  not  been  occupied  for  years. 

House  Sold  in  1809 
It  was  sold  to  the  Rapalyea  family 
In  1809  by  Daniel  Riker.  who  had  al- 
ready dropped  the  Dutch  name,  and 
was  sold  recently  to  the  New  Yor):  Air 
Terminals,  Inc.,  as  part  of  the  site  for 
a  proposed  landing  field  on  Bowery 
Bay.  William  F.  Carey,  head  of  the 
company,  had  planned  to  turn  the  old 
mansion  into  a  clubhouse. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  mansion 
as  It  appeared  yesterday  morning  to 
remind  a  visitor  of  the  first  dwelling 
Rycken  built  In  the  Colonial  days. 
Various  generations  of  inhabitants 
added  to  it  until  it  became  a  twenty- 
one-room  affair  that  In  the  hayday  of 
the  last  century  was  ft  gathering  place 
for  the  socially  elect  of  New  York. 
Transportation  being  what  it  was  In 
those  days,  the  host  had  to  give  sleep- 
ing quarter-  to  all  his  guests  and  the 
wings  of  the  house  were  given  over  al- 
most entirely  to  bedrooms. 

When  the  fire  started  Patrolman 
fVancis  Phelan,  of  the  Astoria  precinct, 
saw  f-e  smoke.  He  turned  in  an  alarm 
1    ,ri    r^-dnt-inallw    all    t.hp    pniiinment",    of 
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THK    OLD    RIK1:R    HOMESTEAD 


At    Bowery    Bay   (in   the   town  of  Newtown)   and   its    P'nvironmen' 


^  I  'HE  first  Riker  who  took  up  his  abode  at  Bowerv  Bay  showed 
■^  great  wisdom,  good  judgment  and  an  eve  for  the  beautiful,  for, 
with  all  the  "modern  improvements"  which  have  defaced  its  natural 
beauties,  it  is  still  one  of  the  most  delightful  and  charming  spots  on 
the  western  end  of  the  island.  Whatever  mav  be  its  future  condition, 
the  name  of  Riker  will  alwavs  be  associated  with  it.  The  old 
Riker  home,  for  more  than  two  hundred  vears,  was  the  center  of 
patriotism  and  generous  hospitalitv.  A  writer  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
turv  ago,  who  visited  this  place,  said: 
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"The  northeast  corner  of  Long  Island  Citv  descends  under  the 
waves  ot  Bovverv  Bav — the  home  of  the  Riker's,  where  every  step  is 
a  historv  still  \erihed  b\"  local  preservation.  The  loitv  patriotism  ot 
the  familv  is  racv  ot  the  soil;  the  splendid  hospitality  ot  the  old 
mansion  to  the  Tones,  to  the  Emmets,  to  the  Sampsons,  to  the 
Macne\'ens  and  other  Irish  patriots  of  1798,  invest  its  chambers  with 
a  deep  and  gratetul  interest  to  men  ot    the  Irish  race. 

"  1  he  thrill  ot  emotion  is  most  intense  to  an  Irishman  when  he 
makes  the  discovery  that  Long  Island  C'.itv  contains  within  its  limits  • 
the  mortal  remains  ot  Dr.  Wm.  Macneven,  ot  William  Sampson,  and  the  j 
tamilv  of  Major  General  Theobold  Wolt  Tone,  the  tounder  and  or-  | 
ganizer  of  the  United  Irishmen  ot  '98,'  ot  which  Lord  Edward  Fitz-  ; 
gerald,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  Arthur  O'Conor  and  a  tew  other  j 
great  men  were  the  Executive  Committee.  No  cold  expression  can  j 
stitle  the  tear  that  tails  on  the  tomb  ot  these  great  men,  but  it  re-  j 
quires  a  recurrent  etfort  tor  an  Irishman  to  realize  the  existence  of  j 
the  sacred  Trust  reposed  in  the  bosom  ot    Long  Island  City."  ! 

These  Irish  patriots  were  drawn  thither  through  their  knowledge  j 
ot  the  intense  patriotism  that  had  characterized  the  Riker  tamilv  \ 
from  the  time  the  colonists  first  determined  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  ] 
Great  Britain.  The  Riker  mansion  stands  some  300  feet  from  the  j 
main  road  and  is  partly  concealed  by  the  forest  of  trees  which  inter- 
vene. The  driveway  has  long  since  been  closed  and  the  entrance  to  | 
the  house  is  along  a  narrow  pathway.  The  house  in  its  present  con- 
dition fairly  represents  the  dilTerent  generations  who  have  occupied  ; 
it,  each  making  changes  to  suit  the  improved  conditions  of  the  age.  , 
Much  still  remains  ot  the  original  structure.  It  is  built  in  the  old  i 
Dutch  style,  long  and  narrow,  with  a  frontage  ot  about  forty  feet  ! 
and  an  extension  ot  some  twenty-live  feet.      It  was,  no  doubt,  origin-     1 
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ally  one  storv  with  a  pitch  or  gambrel  roof.  A  story,  however,  has 
been  added,  co\'ered  with  a  flat  root.  A  piazza  extends  along  the 
entire  front  ot  the  main  building,  supported  bv  six  Corinthian  pillars. 
A  piazza  also  extends  along  the  rear  of  the  main  building,  and  on 
both  the  front  and  rear  doors  is  the  old  fashioned  iron  knocker.  The 
house  is  co\'ered  with  heavy,  wide  shingles  with  a  lap  of  about  ten 
inches.  The  old  wooden  shutters  of  long  ago  cover  all  the  windows 
of  the  house. 

The  well  kept  lawn  in  front  is  shaded  with  a  \ariety  of  trees, 
some  of  which  have  the  appearance  of  great  age.  A  row  of  weep- 
ing willows  extends  along  ^the  eastern  side,  which  is  enclosed  bv 
a  rough  stone  wall.  The  homestead  property  contains  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  a  part  of  which  is  woodland,  also  a  line 
apple  orchard  containing  a  few  Newtown  Pippins,  for  which  this 
town  was  once  famous. 

A  more  beautiful  site  for  a  country  home  could  hardl\-  be  found 
on  the  shores  of  Long  Island.  The  old  landmarks  in  the  distance, 
so  pleasing  and  attractive  to  the  first  Riker  settler,  still  remain  with 
but  little  change  in  their  general  appearance:  Riker's  Island,  about 
a  mile  from  the  main  land,  and  beyond  that  the  upper  part  of  Man- 
hattan Island,  and  a  little  to  the  south  are  Ward's  and  Blackwell's 
Islands.  Riker's  Island  alone  remains  uninhabited,  just  as  it  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  when  it  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  family. 

The  history  of  this  locality  is  one  of  exceeding  interest  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  associated  with  the  earliest  settlement  of  Long  Island 
and  was  among  the  first  parts  to  be  placed  under  cidti\ation.  Whether 
Guisbert  Riker  e\'er  occupied  it  is  not  known,  as  Abraham  did  not 
settle  here  until  some  thirty  years  after  it  was  acquired    by  the  Riker 
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family.  The  tact  that  Abraham  Riker,  the  son  of  Guisbert,  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Hendrick  Harmensen,  who  was  killed  by  the 
Indians,  would  indicate  that  he  had  been  a  resident  here  and  fled  to 
Manhattan  during  the  Indian  troubles. 

Riker,  in  his  Annals  of  Newtown  (page  21),  says:  "Attention 
has  heretofore  been  made  to  Hendrick  Harmensen  as  engaged  in  the 
cultivation  of  a  bouwerv  on  the  northern  outskirts  of  the  town,  and 
who  may  be  regarded  as  the  first  white  man  that  turned  a  furrow  in 
that  section  of  the  township.  He  had  erected  a  cabin  and  obtained, 
in  1638,  several  head  of  cattle  from  a  lot  imported  that  vear  bv  the 
Director  General  for  the  use  of  the  colonists.  But,  within  the  space 
of  a  few  vears,  Harmensen  died  and  there  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  slain  in  the  Indian  massacre  of  1643.  After  his  decease 
his  widow,  Trvon  Herxer,  intermarried  in  1645  with  |eiiriaen  Fra- 
dell,  a  nati\'e  of  Moraxia  and  subsequently  a  deacon  of  the  Dutch 
Church  at  New  Amsterdam,  who,  on  Sept.  5th,  of  the  above  year, 
obtained  a  ground  brief  in  his  ovxn  name  for  the  estate  of  Har- 
mensen. -^  •«•  *  A  great  deal  of  interest  attaches  to  the  history 
of  this  bouwery,  which  was  subsequently  owned  by  the  corporation 
of    the  Dutch  Church  of    New  Amsterdam." 

In  a  foot  note  on  page  22,  Riker  says:  "A  tradition  exists  in 
the  Riker  family  that  their  ancestor  located,  at  a  \ery  early  period, 
at  what  is  now  called  Poor  Bouwery,  and  obtained  from  the  natives 
a  large  tract  of  land  at  that  place;  that  having  previously  been  an 
armourer  in  the  Dutch  service,  he  was  accustomed  to  forge  toma- 
hawks for  the  Indians  round  about  him,  but  that,  on  a  certain  occa- 
sion, the  sa\  ages,  under  a  sudden  excitement,  assaulted  him,  and  one 
of  them  gave  him  a  fatal  blow  and  terminated  his  life  with  one  of 
the  very  instruments  of   death  that  he  had  made    for   him;    that  after 
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this  his  widow  remarried  and  the  property  was  disposed  of  to  the 
Duteh  Chiireh.  This  tradition,  which  doubtless  has  a  foundation  in 
truth,  can  rehite  to  none  other  than  Hendrick  Harmensen,  the  orig- 
inal proprietor  of  the  farm  above  mentioned.  He  was  a  progenitor 
of  the  Riker  family,  as  his  daughter  Margaret  married  Abraham 
Riker,  their  ancestor." 

Thompson's  History  of  Long  Island  (Vol.  H.,  ^],])  states  that 
"Guisbert  Riker  is  supposed  to  have  arrived  from  Holland  between 
the  years  1625  and  '30,  in  one  of  the  earliest  vessels  of  the  Dutch 
West  India  Companw  He  received  several  grants  of  land  in  difTer- 
ent  places,  but  the  most  extensive  was  at  Newtown,  L.  1.,  said  to  be 
a  mile  square,  together  with  the  island  since  known  as  Hewlett's  or 
Riker's  Island.  He  is  belie\'ed  to  have  died  a  very  few  years  after 
his  arri\al,  leaxing  a  son  Abraham  and  one  daughter," 

Riker's  Annals  states  that  "Guysbert  Riker  owned  lands  at  the 
Wallabout,  and  is  last  named  in    1  640." 

Ihompson  (Vol.  II.,  Si"^)  ^'^^^  ^'""'^^  Abraham  Riker  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Petrus  Rapelje,  gave  land  in  the  present  village  of 
Newtown  as  a  site  for  a  church  and  public  cemetery  and  upon  which 
the  first  Dutch  church  in  that  town  was  erected.  In  the  patent 
granted  by  Gov.  Dongan,  of  Newtown,  Nov.  25,  1683,  (conveyed 
by  Stuy\esant  1652)  there  are  107  patentees  named,  of  whom 
"Abraham  Ricke"  was  the  22nd  on  the  list. 

The  Riker  homestead  farm  at  North  Beach  or  Bowery  Bay  is  a 
part  of    the  original  tract  acquired  by  him  in    1654. 

Thompson,  in  his  description  of  Riker's  Island,  says:  "It  lies 
about  one  mile  from  the  main  land  of  Long  Island,  nearly  opposite 
the  entrance  of  Mushing  Bay,  and  contains  more  than  fifty  acres  of 
land  of  a  moderate    quality,    although    if    well  cultivated  it  would  no 
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doubt  be  made  highly  productive.      It  was  purchased  at  an  early  date 
by  Abraham  Riker. 

"  During  the  minority  of  the  children  the  premises  belonging  to 
the  said  Riker,  including  the  island,  were  under  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  and  was  leased  out  by  them 
for  the  support  of  the  poor,  whence  the  name  of  floor's  Bowery  or 
Poor's  Farm,  applied  to  a  part  of  the  town  adjoining  the  Sound. 
Gov.  Stuyvesant,  Aug.  9,  1664,  gave  a  patent  to  Riker,  and  a  patent 
of  confirmation  was  obtained  from  Gov.  Nicoll,  Dec.  24,   1667." 

The    Old    Riker    Burying    Ground. 

The  old  Riker  Burying 
Ground  is  one  of  great  historic 
interest.  It  is  situated  about 
twenty-five  yards  inside  the  city 
limits,  on  the  road  east  of  the 
water  works.  It  adjoins  the  old 
homestead  of  Jacob  P.  Rapelye, 
and  is  separated  from  his  garden 
plot  by  a  high  board  fence.  While 
living  he  guarded  this  plot  with 
jealous  care. 

Near  the  center  of  what  was 


y 


>?. 


tntst  It 


probably  the  entrance  stands  an      ir^mmM\no^ro,,,^ 

...  Sow  frjvil  wBioriiil 

immense  willow  tree,  some  twen- 


ty-five feet   or   more   in  circum- 
ference, gnarled  and  knotty  with 

age,   but  with  branches  and  fbl-    ^'^2!''!'''''f^^'^^^^^^i^^''~W^'^ 
iage     all    gone,    shorn    of    all    its  ^     ~"        "■"      -M^^m<      '^1 
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former  beautv  and  grandeur,  it  still  stands  bidding  defiance  to  the 
storms  that  have  beaten  upon  it  \'ear  after  vear  as  one  generation  after 
another  of  this  grand  old  family  have  been  laid  to  rest.  As  a  faith- 
ful sentinel,  it  seems  loth  to  depart,  and  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
while  any  of  the  present  generation  remain  the  woodman's  axe  will 
ever  mar  it.  Its  decav  is  very  slow  and  the  vitality  of  the  old  trunk 
seems  wonderful.  The  veneration  for  the  old  landmarks  and  old 
associations,  which  has  ever  been  a  characteristic  of  the  Riker  family,  is 
not  lacking  in  any  of  the  present  representatives,  and  none  will  have 
occasion  to  enter  the  protest: 

"Woodman  spare  that  tree, 
Touch  not  a  single  bough." 

To    add    to    the    picturesqueness    of    this    ancient    landmark,  the 

artist  has  taken  the  liberty  of    omitting    the    modern  board  fence  and 

leax'ing  the  old  tree  in  its   nntural    state,    and    thus   greatly  enhancing 

the  beauty  of    its  surroundings. 

Within  the  enclosure  mentioned  is  a  marble  obelisk  containing, 
among  other  inscriptions,  the  following:  "The  grave  of  Abraham 
Riker,  son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret  Riker;  born  1655;  died  Aug. 
20,  1746,  in  the  gist  year  of  his  age;  and  in  memory  of  his  grand- 
sire,  Guisbert  Riker,  a  native  of  Holland,  who  came  to  America  in 
1630,  obtained  a  patent  for  land  at  the  Bowery  bearing  date  1632." 
This  is  all  that  is  known  of  Guisbert  Riker,  the  progenitor  of  the 
family  in  America.  The  inscriptions  on  the  old  tombstones  form  an 
interesting  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  Riker  and  allied  families. 
Among  the  most  interesting  are: 

A  cenotaph  to  Capt.  Abraham  Riker,  who  died  at  Valley 
Forge,  1778,  aged  38  years;  Dr.  [ohn  Berrien  Riker,  who  died 
in     1794,     vvas    of    the    irrepressible    stamp     of    patriot    from     1774 
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to  17H3;  Maria  Rikcr,  wife  ot  [ohn  L.,  died  1828,  aged  28  years; 
Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  [ohn  L.  Riker,  died  1865;  Richard  Riker, 
died  1853,  aged  19  years;  Dow  Ditmars,  died  i860;  Anthony  Bar- 
clay, died  1805;  [onathan  Lent,  died  1793.  [The  name  of  Lent 
is  merely  a  change  from  Riker.]  Two  old  headstones,  cut  by  ama- 
teurs on  rough  slabs,  marked  respectively  joris  R.,  1753;  f onathan 
R.,    1721;    Anna    Riker,    for    fifty    years    the    companion    of    Samuel 


RIRER     CEMETERY,     NORTH      BEACH. 

Riker,  died  Jan.  5,  1833;  Jane  Berrien,  who  married  Andrew  B. 
Riker  (1700- 1763),  was  the  mother  of  Dr.  [ohn  Berrien  Riker, 
Capt.  Abraham  Riker  and  Capt.  Samuel  Riker,  all  of  whom  served 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  Jane  Riker,  only  daughter  of  Dr. 
John  Berrien  Riker,  died  1857;  Abraham  Riker,  died  1821,  Cap- 
tain   of    Marines,    under   his    brother   Andrew,    on    famous  privateers 
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Saratoga  and  Yorktown  in  the  War  ot  1812;  jolm  Rikcr  Guion ; 
Samuel  Riker,  jr.,  died  1821;  |()hn  I..  Riker,  born  1787,  died  1861, 
youngest  son  of  Samuel;  Daniel  Phenix  Riker,  1829;  Abraham 
Riker,  died  184.3;  '""-"  was  an  armorer  in  Peekskill  during  the  Revolu- 
tion. Riker's  Island  belonged  to  him  and  his  brother,  and  he  died 
there.  Capt.  Andrew  Riker,  died  at  Port  au  Prinee,  Hayti,  W.I.,  Oct. 
17,  1817;  he  was  one  ot  the  most  daring  and  successful  na\'igators, 
both  in  war  and  peace.  During  the  War  of  1  8  i  2  he  fitted  out  two 
pri\'ateers,  the  Saratoga  and  \  orktown,  both  of  which  he  commanded 
in  person,  and  brought  man\  prizes  into  Bowery  Bav.  Capt.  Peter 
Riker,  died  1851,  aged  90  years,  ha\'ing  resided  upwards  of  fifty 
years  on   Riker's  Island. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  Irish  patriots  and  others 
connected  with  the  Riker  family  who  found  a  resting  place  in  this 
old  burying  ground.  Among  these  are  Grace  Sampson,  died  1853, 
wife  of  William  Sampson;  Catharine  Ann  Tone,  wife  of  W.  Theo- 
bold  Wolfe  Tone  and  daughter  of  William  Sampson,  died  1864, 
aged  66  years;  jane  Purdy,  daughter  of  William  ).  Macnexen,  M.D., 
died  1856,  aged  56  years;  Rosa  Patience  Macneyen,  died  1839; 
)ames  Joseph  Macneyen,  died  1822;  John  Campbell,  native  of 
County  Antrim,  died   1861. 


THE    RIKER   AND    ALLIED    FAMILIES. 

Few  families  in  this  country  can  boast  of  a  more  honorable  or 
more  extended  lineage  than  the  Rikers,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  note 
that  through  successive  generations  they  have  preserved  untarnished 
the  family  escutcheon,  and  their  record  for  patriotism,  both  during 
the  colonial  and  revolutionary  periods,  will  compare  favorablv  with 
that  of  anv  other. 

Riker,  in  his  "Annals  of  Newtown,"  savs  that  "the  Rikers  were 
originally  a  German  familv,  located  at  a  verv  remote  period  in  Lower 
Saxony,  where  thev  enjoved  a  state  of  allodial  independence,  at  that 
dav  regarded  as  constituting  nobilitv.  i'hev  there  possessed  the 
estate  or  manor  of  Rvken,  from  which  thev  took  their  name,  then 
written  von  Rycken,  indicating  its  territorial  derivation.  Subse- 
quently the  name  sufl^ered  various  changes,  being  found  written 
de  Rycke,  de  Ryk,  Riecke,  etc.,  and  in  America  finally  assuming  the 
present  form. 

"  Hans  von  Rvken,  the  lord  of  the  above 
manor  and  a  valiant  knight,  with  his  cousin 
Melchiorvon  Rvcken,  who  lived  in  Holland, 
took  part  in  the  hrst  crusade  to  the  Holy 
Land  in  1096,  heading  800  crusaders  in  the 
army  of  Walter  the  Penniless.  Melchior 
li\ed  to  return,  but  Hans  perished  in  that 
ill-fated  expedition." 

The  Coat  of  Arms,  which  is  very  an- 
cient, represents  the  achievements  of  the 
Riker    warriors.       The    white    rose    between 
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three  golden  stars  on  an  a/urc  field,  and  the  white  rose  between  two 
horns  tells  its  own  story,  the  details  of  which  would  form  an  inter- 
esting chapter  in  the  early  history  of  the  family. 

While  other  heraldic  devices  have  been  awarded  to  various 
branches  of  the  Riker  family,  this  one  has  been  generally  adopted  by 
the  American  branch. 

In  regard  to  the  American  line  "it  is  generally  believed  that  they 
descended  from  a  branch  of  the  family  of  considerable  wealth  and 
importance  at  Amsterdam,  where  they  had  occupied  places  of  public 
trust  for  two  centuries,  until  the  Spanish  war  occasioned  a  great  re- 
verse in  their  fortunes.  In  this  war  Capt.  Jacob  Simonsz  de  Rycke, 
a  wealthy  corn  merchant  of  the  above  city  and  a  warm  partisan  of 
the  Prince  of  Orange,  distinguished  himself  by  his  military  services. 
It  has  been  conjectured  that  he  was  the  grandfather  of  Abraham  de 
Rycke,  the  head  of  the  family  in  America,  from  the  early  occurrence 
of  the  name  Jacob  in  the  family  here,  and  since  tradition  states  that 
their  ancestor  was  an  early  and  a  zealous  supporter  of  William  of 
Nassau  when  that  prince  took  up  arms  in  defence  of  Dutch  liberty, 
and  that  the  family  for  several  successive  generations,  during  tht  long 
and  sanguinary  struggle  with  Spain,  followed  a  military  career. 

"Abraham  Rvcken,  or  de  Rycke,  as  his  name  is  indiscriminately 
written  in  the  early  records,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  present  Riker 
families  in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  other  parts  of  the  Union,  his 
descendants  in  the  third  generation  having  assumed  the  present  mode 
of  spelling  the  name.  He  is  presumed  to  have  emigrated  in  1638, 
as  he  received  in  that  year  an  allotment  of  land  from  Gov.  Kieft, 
for  which  he  afterwards  took  out  a  patent  dated  Aug.  8,  1640. 
This  land  was  situated    at    the    Wallabout,   and  now  either  joins  or  is 
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extended  [1852]  within  the  farm  of  |eremiah  Johnson.  In  1642, 
Rvker  is  found  in  New  Amsterdam,  where  he  continued  to  li\'e  many 
years  upon  premises  of  his  own  on  the  Heeren  Gracht,  now  Broad 
street.  He  was  probably  engaged  in  trade,  for  it  appears  that  in 
1656  he  made  a  voyage  to  the  Delaware  river  for  the  express  pur- 
pose ot  purchasing  bea\er  skins,  then  a  leading  article  of  traf^c." 

He  and  his  wife  Grietie,  a  daughter  of  Hendrick  Harmensen, 
were  members  of  the  Dutch  Church,  as  appears  bv  a  list  dated  1649, 
and  most  of  the  children  were  baptized  in  the  church  within  F'ort 
Amsterdam. 

In  1654,  Riker  obtained  a  grant  of  land  at  the  Poor  Bowery, 
to  which  he  subsequently  removed  after  adding  to  his  domain  the 
island  known  as  Riker's  Island.  Having  attained  to  more  than  three 
score  years  and  ten,  he  died  in  1689,  lea\ing  his  farm  b\'  will  to  his 
son  Abraham. 

He  married  Grietie  Harmensen,  daughter  of  Hendrick  Harmen- 
sen, one  of  the  first  settlers  on  Long  Island  and  probably  the  first 
stock  raiser  and  pioneer  farmer,  ha\  ing  located  at  what  has  since  been 
known  as  the  Poor  Bowery,  to  \\hich  he  established  his  claim  as 
early  as  1638,  thus  gi\ing  the  Rikers  the  precedence  as  the  pioneer 
settlers  of    Long  Island. 

Abraham  Riker  (  1  ),  by  his  wife  Grietie  (Harmensen)  Riker,  had 
issue: 

1.    Ryck  Abramsen,  who  adopted  the  name  of  Lent. 
II.    Jacob,  born    1  640,  died  in  infancy. 

III.  Jacob  (2),  born    1643. 

IV.  Hendrick,  born    1646,  died  young. 

V.    Mary,    born    1649,    married    Sebout    H.  Krankhevt,  after- 
wards of  the  manor  of  Cortlandt. 
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VI.   John,  born    16^4,    married    1691,  Sarah  Schonten.      Their 
son  Abraham,  born    1695,  settled  in  Essex  County,  N.  [. 

VII.    Aletta,  born    1653,  married  C-apt.  John   Harmensen,  also  of 
the  manor  of  Cortlandt. 

VIII.    Ahrahani  (2),  born    1655. 

IX.    Hendrick,  born    1662,  adopted  the  name  of  Lent. 

zAbraham  Riker  (2),  eighth  child  of  Abraham  (1)  and  Grietie 
(Harmensen)  Riker,  was  born  at  New  Amsterdam  (Island  of  Man- 
hattan) in  1655.  He  was  taken  bv  his  parents  in  early  childhood 
to  the  farm  vyhich  his  father  purchased  in  the  town  of  Nevytovyn. 
He  was  a  man  of  superior  intelligence  and  a  capable  farmer.  He 
inherited  the  paternal  estate  and  added  considerably  to  the  extent  of 
his  grounds,  his  most  important  purchase  being  that  of  a  third  of  the 
Tudor  patent,  Noy.  2,    1688.      This  is  described  as 

"Bounded  on  the  south  by  the  line  of  the  Indian  purchase;  to 
the  eastward  by  the  Poor's  Boweries:  to  the  westvyard  by  the  line  of 
the  patents  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mespat  Kills;  and  to 
the  north  by  the  land  of  William  Hallett." 

This  was  a  patent  obtained  by  )ohn  Tudor,  March  18,  1686, 
which  he  sold  tvyo  years  after  to  Riker  and  tvyo  other  parties. 

Abraham  Riker  died  in  1  746.  He  settled  his  estate  on  his  sons 
Abraham  and  Andrevy,  Nov.  10,  1733.  The  death  of  this  yener- 
able  Riker  in  his  91st  year  was  probably  the  most  singular  one  in 
the  Riker  famiU.  Depri\  ed  of  his  sight  for  some  years,  it  was 
his  vyonted  custom  to  sit  on  the  lawn  under  a  pear  tree,  the  sprouts 
and  roots  of  vyhich  yet  remain;  where  sitting,  the  20th  of  August, 
1746,  he  suddenly  recoyered  the  use  of  his  eves  and  hastily  entered 
his  house  to  again  behold  his  grovyn-up  sons  and  some  grandchildren 
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whom  he  never  saw  before,  after  which,  surrounded  bv  the  family,  he 
walked  back  to  his  favorite  seat  under  the  pear  tree  and  immediately 
expired.       He  was  buried  in  the  family  plot  already  referred  to. 

He  married  Grietie,  daughter  of  John  Gerrits  Van  Buytenhuysen, 
of  New  York,  by  his  intermarriage  with  Tryntie,  daughter  of  John 
Van  Luyt,  of  Holland.  She  died  Nov.  15,  1732.  Their  children 
were : 

I.    Catharine. 
II.    Margaret,    married,     ist,     Peter    Braisted;     2nd,    Thomas 
Lynch;    3d,  Anthony  Duane,  father  of  Hon.  James  Duane,  afterwards 
Mayor  of    New  York. 

III.  Mary,  married  Haseult  Van  Keuren,  of    Kingston. 

IV.  Abraham. 
V.  John. 

VI.    Hendrick. 
VII.    Andrew. 
VIII.  Jacob. 

Andrew  Rikrr,  seventh  child  of  Abraham(2)  and  Grietie  (Buyten- 
huysen) Riker,  was  born  at  the  homestead.  Bowery  Bay,  in  1669. 
He  inherited  the  homestead  property,  and  was  recognized  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  means  and  influence.  In  the  winter  succeeding  the  fruit- 
less campaign  of  1756,  a  detachment  of  the  king's  regulars  were 
quartered  at  Newtown,  and  Andrew  Riker's  house  was  the  abode  of 
the  French  oflicers  for  a  considerable  period.  He  married,  Nov.  13, 
1733,  Jane,  widow  of  Capt.  Dennis  Lav\Tence,  and  daughter  of  fohn 
Berrien,  Esq.,  son  of  Cornelius  [ansen  Berrien,  a  French  Hugenot, 
who  settled  in  Flatbush  in  1669,  and  there  married  jannetje,  daugh- 
ter of  [an  Stryker,  and,  being   a    person    of    character  and  education, 
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enjovcd  offices  in  the  town    government    and    was    likewise  a  deacon 
in   the  Dutch  C'Jiiirch. 

Andrew  Riker  died  Feb.   12,   1763,    in  his  64th  year;    his  widow 
died  Sept.  26,    1775,  in  her  73rd  year.      Their  children  were: 
I.    Margaret,  died  unmarried,  April  3,   1760. 
II.    John  Berrien. 

III.  Abraham. 

IV.  Sa??iucl  (see  record). 

V.    Ruth,  married  Major  Jonathan  Lawrence. 

Samuel  Riker,  fourth  child  ot  Andrew  and  Jane  (Lawrence  nee 
Berrien)  was  born  April  8,  1743.  He  received  a  fair  education  and 
at  first  decided  on  a  mercantile  career,  but  after  a  clerkship  of  some 
years  in  a  New  ^ Ork  mercantile  house  he  tired  of  city  life  and  re- 
turned  to  the  old  homestead,  which  he  subsequently  purchased.  He 
was  among  the  first  to  espouse  the  cause  of  the  colonists  in  their 
struggle  for  independence.  On  Dec.  10,  1774,  a  very  large  num- 
ber of  the  respectable  freeholders  assembled  at  the  town-house  at 
Newtown,  where  a  series  of  spirited  and  well  adapted  "resolves," 
passed  a  few  days  pre\'ious  by  their  neighbors  at  Jamaica,  were  read 
by  one  of  the  gentlemen  and  unanimously  responded  to,  after  which 
a  committee  of  correspondence  was  appointed,  which  consisted  of 
the  following  leading  citizens:  Jacob  Blackwell,  Richard  Alsop, 
Daniel  Rapelje,  Esq.,  Philip  Edsall,  Thomas  Lawrence,  Daniel  Law- 
rence, Jonathan  Lawrence,  Samuel  Moore,  William  Firman,  William 
Howard,  Jeremias  Remsen,  Jun.,  Stunuel  Riker,  John  Albertis,  Abra- 
ham Brinkerhoff,  James  Way,  Samuel  Morrill  and  Jonathan  Coe. 

The  Newtown  Troop  of  Light  Horse,  consisting  of  44  men, 
commanded    by    Capt.    Richard     Lavyrence,    and    afterwards     by    his 
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brother,  Capt.  Daniel  Lawrence,  who  was  now  ist  Lieutenant; 
Safjiiicl  Rikcr  was  2nd  Lieutenant;  [onathan  Coe,  Cornet;  Peter 
Rapelje,  (Quartermaster.  After  the  resignation  ot  Capt.  Lawrence, 
Riker  and  Coe  were   promoted.  -^  -^  %  -jf  -x- 

Capt.  Abraham  Riker,  of  the  New  York  Continental  Line,  who  the 
previous  fall  was  at  the  storming  of  Q^uebec,  was  now  busv  raising  a 
company.  This  company  was  attached  to  the  regiment  of  Colonel 
Reitzman,  v\'hich  formed  a  part  of  the  brigade  of  Maj.  Gen.  Lord 
Stirling.  Lieut.  Samuel  Riker  vyas  actixely  engaged  in  guarding  the 
outposts  of  the  American  army  until  compelled  to  flee  before  the 
approach  of  the  British  troops.  He  escaped  with  others  after  the 
battle  of  Long  Island  and  subsequently  returned  with  the  intention 
of  rejoining  the  army,  but  was  discoyered  and  captured  by  the 
British.  He  returned  home  after  the  war  and  was  elected  to  various 
public  positions,  among  these  that  of  Supervisor.  He  was  in  the 
State  Assembly  in  1784,  and  the  last  public  act  of  his  life  was  to 
represent  his  district  in  Congress  in  1808-9,  having  also  on  a  previ- 
ous occasion  held  a  seat  in  that  National  body.  He  was  a  man  of 
good  judgment  and  possessed  a  very  retentive  memory.  His  quali- 
ties of  mind  and  heart  shone  brightly  amid  his  surroundings,  and  the 
poor  found  in  him  a  sympathetic  and  faithful  friend.  He  died  Nhiy 
19,  1823.  He  married,  Jan.  17,  1769,  Anna  Lawrence  (born  Nov. 
27,  1749),  daughter  of  Joseph  I^awrence,  son  of  |ohn  (3),  son  of 
Capt.  John  (2),  born  about  1650,  son  of  Major  Thomas  Lawrence, 
a  descendant  of    Sir  Robert  Laurens. 

Sir  Robert  Laurens,  of  Ashton  Hall  in  Lancastershire,  England, 
said  to  be  the  founder  of  the  I^awrence  family,  accompanied  Richard 
Cceur  de  Lion  in  his  famous  expedition  to  Palestine  and  signalized 
himself   in    the    memorable    siege    of    St.  Jean  d'Acre,  in   1191,  being 
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the  first  to  plant  the  banner  of  the  cross  on  the  battlements  of  that 
town,  for  which  he  received  the  honors  of  knighthood,  and  also  at 
the  same  time  a  coat  of  arms  described  as 

Arf/is — Argent  a  cross  ragidv  gules. 

Crest — The  tail  and  lower  part  of  a  fish,  erect  and  couped  ppr. 

Faulkner,  in  his  History  of  Chelsea,  says:  "•The  Lawrences  were 
allied  to  all  that  was  great  and  illustrious;  cousins  to  the  ambitious 
Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland;  to  the  Karl  of  Warwick;  to 
Lord  Guilford  Dudley,  who  expiated  on  the  scaffold  the  short-lived 
royalty  of  Ladv  jane  Grav;  to  the  brilliant  Leicester,  who  set  two 
queens  at  variance,    and  to  Sir  Philip  Sidney,   who  refused  a  throne." 

John,  Wdliam  and  Thomas  Lawrence,  three  brothers,  emigrated 
from  Great  St.  Albans,  in  Hertfordshire,  during  the  political  troubles 
that  led  to  the  dethronement  and  death  of  Charles  L  Their  line 
has  been  traced  direct  from  Sir  Robert  Laurens,  of  Ashton  Hall. 
The  seals  appended  to  their  wills,  on  file  in  New  York,  and  inscribed 
on  old  plate  in  the  possession  of  their  descendants,  is  the  coat  of 
arms  awarded  to  Sir  Robert. 

John  and  William  Lawrence  were  the  first  to  emigrate.  The 
former,  then  a  youth  of  seventeen,  with  his  brother,  aged  twelve,  and 
his  sister  Maria,  a  child  of  nine  years,  embarked  in  the  ship  Planter, 
April,  1635,  and  landed  in  Massachusetts,  and  removed  thence  to  the 
province  of  New  York.  |ohn  was  one  of  the  six  persons  to  whom 
the  patent  of  Hempstead  was  granted  by  Gov.  Keift  in    1644. 

Major  Thomas  Lawrence,  the  youngest  of  the  three  brothers,  not 
being  mentioned  among  the  passengers  of  the  ship  Planter,  is  sup- 
posed to  have  joined  them  after  their  arrival.  He  lived  for  a  time  at 
Flushing,  but    in     1656    bought    a    house    and    lot    in    Newtown,   to 
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which  phice  he  removed,  and  made  purchases  of  the  town  lands  from 
the  Indians  that  vear.  Afterwards,  by  purchase  from  the  Dutch  set- 
tlers, he  became  proprietor  of  a  number  of  cultivated  farms  extending 
along  the  East  River  from  Hellgate  Cove  to  the  Bowery  Bay.  On 
receiving  the  news  of  the  Revolution  in  iMigland,  of  1688,  and  the 
removal  of  Sir  Edmund  Andross  as  governor  of  Massachusetts,  the 
family  of  Thomas  became  decided  actors  in  asserting  the  principles 
which  had  prompted  his  departure  from  England.  Though  advanced 
in  years,  Capt.  Lawrence  accepted  the  command  of  the  forces  of 
Qiieens  coiintv,  to  which  he  was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Leisler,  with 
the  rank  of  major,  December  30,  1689.  In  February  following,  he 
was  intrusted  with  the  raising  of  troops  in  Qiieens  county  to  aid  in 
defending  Albany  against  the  French,  and  again  in  |ul\'  of  the  same 
year,  he  was  commissioned  to  proceed  to  Southold  with  a  military 
force  to  protect  his  Majesty's  subjects  there  against  the  apprehended 
attacks  of  French  cruisers.  He  died  in  Newton,  July,  1703.  By 
his  wife,  Mary,  he  had  Thomas,  William,  'John^  Daniel,  Jonathan, 
Sarah  and  Elizabeth. 

Capt.  John    Lawrence,  son  of    Major   Thomas  and    Mary  ( ) 

Lawrence,  was  born  in  Newtown  about  1657.  ^^  ^"^^  captain  of 
the  Newtown  Troop  of  Horse  in  Leisler's  time,  with  his  brother 
Daniel  as  cornet,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  high  sheriff  of  the 
county,  to  which  place  he  was  also  chosen  in  1698.  Of  all  the  three 
brothers,  he  alone  remained  permanently  at  Newtown.  He  married 
Deborah,  daughter  of  Richard  Woodhull,  one  of  the  patentees  of 
Brookhaven,  and  the  ancestor  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Woodhull,  who 
died  from  wounds  received  at  the  battle  of  Long  Island.  The 
ancestry  of  the  Woodhull  familv  is  traced  in  a  direct  line  to  Walter 
of  Flanders,  who  came  from    Normandy  into    England  with    William 
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the  Conqueror,  and  after  the  conquest  was  created  Lord  of  Wahidl, 
the  name  becoming  in  the  third  generation,  WoodhuH.  John  Law- 
rence, by  his  wife,  Deborah  (Woodhidlj  Lawrence,  had  issue, 
Thomas,   'Johfi  (3)  and  Nathanieh 

John  I^awrence  (3),  son  of  Capt.  John  (  2  )  and  Deborah  (Wood- 
hull)  Lawrence,  was  born  at  Newtown,  Sept.  g,  1695.  He  was  a 
wealthy  farmer,  possessing  great  perseverance  and  intelligence.  He 
served  as  magistrate  of  the  county  for  many  years.  He  died  May  7, 
I  765.  He  married  Dec.  8,  1720,  Patience,  daughter  of  Joseph  Sackett, 
Esq.,  son  of  Simon  ( 2 ),  son  of  Simon  Sackett,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Sackett  familv  of  Newtown.  The  children  of  lohn  Lawrence  and 
Patience  (Sackett)  Lawrence,  who  reached  maturity,  were  [olin,  born 
Sept.  22,  1721;  'Joseph^  born  March  21,  1723;  Richard,  born  |une 
20,  1725;  Nathaniel,  born  julv  13,  1727;  William,  born  July  27, 
1729;  Anna,  born  Nov.  20,  1731,  married  William  Sackett; 
Thomas,  born  Nov.  21,  1733;  Samuel,  born  Sept.  27,  1735;  |ona- 
than,  born  Oct.  4,   1737;    Daniel,  born  Nov.  26,   1739. 

Joseph  Lawrence,  second  child  of  John  and  Patience  (Sackett) 
Lawrence,  was  born  in  Newtown,  March  21,  1723.  He  married 
Patience,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Moore,  aunt  of  Bishop  Moore, 
of  New  York.  He  died  at  Newtown,  Jan.  28,  1793.  He  had  bv 
his  wife.  Patience  (Moore)  Lawrence,  two  children,  Richard,  born 
March  3,   1764,  and  Anna. 

Anna  Lawrence,  voungest  child  of  Joseph  and  Patience  (Moore) 
I>awrence,  was  born  in  Newtown,  Nov.  27,  1749;  married  Jan.  17, 
1769,  Samuel  Riker. 

Samuel   Riker,  by  his  wife,  Anna  (Lawrence)  Riker,  had  issue: 
L    Joseph  Lawrence,  born    March   26,   1770;    adopted    a   sea- 
faring life,,  and  died  at  the  island  of  Jamaica,  July  20,   1796. 
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II.    Andrew,  born   Sept.  21,   1771   (see  record  of  J.  L.  Riker's 
wife), 

III.  Richard,  born  Sept.  9,   1773  (see  record). 

IV.  Abraham,  born  May   24,   1776. 

V.  Patience  L.,  born   May   10,   1778;  married  John  I>awrence. 

VI.  Samuel,  born  March   3,    1780. 

VII.  jane    Margaret,    born    April    4.,    1782;     married    1st    )ohn 
Tom;    2nd,  Dr.  William   James  Macne\'cn. 

VIII.  Anna  KKira,  born  May  1,  1785;  married  Dr.  Dow  Dit- 
mars. 

IX.  John  Lawrence,  born  April  9,    1787  (see  record). 

Hon.  Richard  Rikkr,  third  child  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Lawrence) 
Riker,  was  born  at  Newtown,  Sept.  9,  1773.  He  was  educated 
chiellv  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Re\-.  Dr.  Witherspoon,  pres- 
ident of  Nassau  Hall,  N.  ).  He  entered  the  office  of  the  elder 
Jones,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1795.  In  1802  he  received 
the  appointment  of  district  attorney  of  New  York,  which  he  held 
for  ten  years,  and  in  i  8  i  5  he  was  made  recorder  of  the  city,  which 
he  retained  with  short  intermissions  till  1837,  having  discharged  the 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  such  offices   for  nearly  thirty  years. 

"Of  the  eminent  talents  and  profound  judicial  knowledge  of  the 
late  recorder,"  says  a  contemporary,  "little  need  be  said;  they  are 
both  extensiyely  known  and  uniyersally  admitted.  The  able  manner 
in  which  he  presided  for  so  long  a  period  in  the  Court  of  Sessions 
in  New  York,  and  the  extraordinary  qualities  he  displayed  in  the 
discharge  of  his  onerous  and  important  duties  are  conclusiye  eyidence 
of  his  great  attainments  and  high  moral  worth.  Perhaps  by  no  indi- 
yidual,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  country,  haye  the  principles  of  criminal 
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law  been  more  hrmlv,  vet  temperately  administered,  and  where  the 
rigid  rules  of  law  ha\  e  been  more  happiU  blended  with  the  benign 
precepts  of  moral  justice  and  equity. 

''He  was  endowed  by  nature  with  hne  perceptive  powers,  and  a 
memory  more  than  ordinarily  retentive.  He  was  perhaps  never  ex- 
ceeded for  his  faculty  of  discharging  business;  on  the  bench  he  was 
always  attenti\e,  patient  and  forbearing,  both  towards  his  associates 
and  the  counsel  and  witnesses.  There  was  nothing  like  of^cial  hau- 
teur in  his  deportment,  vet  he  ne\'er  stooped  to  official  trifling, 
although  he  possessed  a  ready  wit  and  a  general  spirit  of  good  humor, 
which  made  his  remarks  from  the  bench  entertaining.  His  charges 
to  the  jury  were  often  profound,  and  in  pronouncing  sentence  he 
was  often  truly  eloquent.  In  short  it  may  be  affirmed  with  confi- 
dence, that  few  men,  for  so  long  a  course  of  years,  have  occupied 
more  of  the  public  attention  than  Mr.  Riker,  or  taken  a  more  prom- 
inent part  in  the  business  and  realities  of  life.  His  knowledge  of 
criminal  law  from  long  and  constant  study  and  observation,  was 
nearlv  uni\ersal,  and  his  experience  made  him  acquainted  with  all 
the  cunning  and  de\'ices  of  the  human  heart." 

For  ten  years,  1802-12,  he  was  district  attorney  of  New  York, 
and  for  twenty  years,  was  Recorder  of  New  York.  His  pol- 
ished manner  and  social  prominence  won  for  him  the  title  of  the 
"American  Chesterfield"  from  Fanny  Kemble,  and  it  clung  to  him 
through  life.  He  was  a  warm  friend  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  al- 
though an  ardent  democrat.  He  served  DeWitt  Clinton  as  second 
in  his  duel  with  )ohn  Swartwout's  brother  Robert.  Winlield  in  his 
History  of  Hudson  County,  says: 

"Richard  Riker,  at  the  time  deputv  attorney  general  of  the  State 
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of  New  York,  afterwards  recorder  of  the  citv,  and  Robert  Swartwoiit, 
a  brother  of  Samuel,  collector  of  the  port  under  General  Jackson, 
fought  a  duel  at  Weehawken  on  Monday,  Nov.  21,  1803.  The 
cause  lav  in  a  political  quarrel — Riker  being  a  hrm  adherent  of 
DeWitt  Clinton,  and  Swartwout  a  strong  personal  and  political 
friend  of  Colonel  Burr.  Riker  fell  at  the  first  iire  from  a  severe 
wound  in  the  right  leg." 

Mr.  Riker  enjoved  uncommon  health  through  a  long  life  and 
died  in  the  seventieth  vear  of  his  age,  Sept.  26,  1842.  To  the  cele- 
brated law  firm  which  he  founded  his  sons,  D.  I'hcenix  and  John  H. 
Riker,  were  admitted  in  1826  and  in  1840  respectivelv,  and  their 
cousin   Henry  L.,  son  of    John   !..,  in    1842. 

Mr.  Riker  married  in  March,  1807,  janette,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Phoenix,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Their  children 
were  Daniel  Phoenix,  Anna  E.,  Elizabeth  P.,  [anette,  [ohn  H.  and 
Rebecca  P. 

John  CaWrenCC  Riker  (  i  ),  brother  of  Hon.  Richard  Riker,  and 
youngest  child  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Lawrence)  Riker,  was  born 
April  9,  1787.  He  was  educated  at  Erasmus  Hall  in  Flatbush,  and 
began  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  his  brother  Richard  and  en- 
joyed advantages  for  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  law  possessed  by 
few  young  men  of  his  day.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  established 
the  law  business  on  his  own  account,  and  soon  entered  upon  a  suc- 
cessful practice  that  continued  until  his  death.  He  had  that  pleasing 
and  attractive  manner  that  won  and  held  his  clients.  He  possessed 
many  of  the  characteristics  that  distinguished  his  brother  and  made 
hosts  of  friends.  He  had  mastered  all  the  intricacies  of  the  law  and 
never  tailed  to  satisfy  his  clients,  whatever  the  results  of  his  eflorts  in 
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their  behalf,  thcv  knowing  that  he  had  left  no  stone  unturned  to 
bring  to  a  successful  issue  whatever  he  undertook.  He  continued  to 
reside  in  New  York  until  1825,  when  he  purchased  the  old  home- 
stead at  Bowerv  Bay  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  amid  the 
scenes  hallowed  bv  his  ancestors.  He  rode  daily  to  Fulton  ferry  on 
horseback,  leaving  his  horse  on  the  Brooklyn  side  and  returning  in 
the  evening.  His  lo\'e  of  country  was  no  less  than  that  of  his  dis- 
tinguished ancestors,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  1812-15 
he  \'olunteered  his  services  and  was  commissioned  Captain  of  the 
97th   Regiment  of    Infantry,  Aug.   11,   1812. 

He  married,  ist,  Maria  Smith;  2nd,  Lavinia  Smith,  daughters  of 
Sylvanus  Smith,  of  North  Hempstead,  L.  I.  Sylvanus  was  the  son 
of  Sylvanus  Smith  (  1  ),  son  of  John,  and  grandson  or  great-grandson 
of  John  Smith,  the  ancestor. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  were  so  many  contemporaneous  Smiths 
on  Long  Island  bearing  the  same  name,  great  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  tracing  the  several  lines  to  their  original  source.  The  line  of  Syl- 
vanus Smith  is  known  to  connect  with  what  is  designated  as  the 
"Herrick  Smiths."  Of  this  line,  Martha  Baker  Flint,  in  the  N.  Y. 
Gen.  and  Bio.  Record,  Vol.  XXX.,  page  200,  says: 

"But  at  the  west  end  of  the  island,  in  Qiieens  and  more  particu- 
larly in  the  newly  erected  County  of  Nassau,  were  earlier  established 
other  and  worthy  families  of  Smiths,  whose  limits  are  not  clearly  de- 
fined. Among  them  are  the  Smiths  of  Herrick's  (naming  them  from 
the  first  farmstead  on  the  Homestead  Plains),  which,  in  the  elder 
branch,  intermarried  with  Fdizabeth,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Under- 
bill, whose  mother  was  the  grand-daughter  of  Anne  Winthrop,  and, 
in  the  next  generation,  with  Freelove  Jones,   eldest  daughter  of    Maj. 
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Thomas  [ones  and  of  his  wife,  Freelove  Townsend,  whose  dower 
was  the  six  thousand  acres  of  land  at  Fort  Neck,  bought  of  the 
Massepequa  Indians  in    1688." 

John  Smith,  known  as  "Herrick  John,"  from  the  locality  where 
he  settled,  was  probably  one  of  the  party  vyho  came  with  Denton 
from  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  Hemp- 
stead, L.  I.,  from  the  fact  that  his  daughter  Mary  married  Samuel 
Denton.  His  will  is  found  in  the  New  York  Surrogate's  office, 
Liber  5,  6  page  306: 

"I,  John  Smith,  Sr.,  of  Hempstead,  Queens  County,  yeoman,  ^ 
I  leaye  to  my  well  beloved  grandsons,  Richard  and  Timothy  Smith, 
sons  of  my  eldest  son,  John  Smith,  deceased,  all  that  my  lot  meadow 
on    Washburn  Neck  in  Hempstead." 

Refers  to  sons  Timothy,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Mary,  wife  of  Samuel 
Denton,  daughter,  Martha  Chapelle,  and  Hannah,  wife  of  John 
Treadwell. 

Leaves  dwelling  house  and  home  lot  in  town  and  ten  acres  of 
meadow  in  Cow  Neck  to  Joseph. 

Administration  granted  to  Hannah  Treadwell,  reserving  power 
to  the  next  of  executors. 

Dated,  Hempstead,  May   10,   1695. 

John  Smith,  of  Herrick's,  Hempstead,  was  born  probably  before 
1700,  and  was  the  grandson  or  great-grandson  of  John  Smith  the 
ancestor.  In  his  will  he  leaves  household  furniture  to  wife  Susanna. 
Leaves  all  his  lands  to  his  sons  Sv/'va// us  and  Timothy.  "And  where- 
as Sylvanus  has  already  42  acres  of  land  where  he  lives  in  Herricks, 
I  give  to  Timothy  as  much  land  here  in  Herricks  as  is  equivalent. 
And  whereas  Timothy  has  already  80  acres  near  Hempstead  Harbor, 
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I  give    to    Sylvanus    so    much    near    Hempstead    Harbor    as    shall   be 
equal." 

He  leaves  to  daughters  Sarah  and  Hannah  .£200  and  slaves.  To 
daughter  Mary  «iii74i,  and  £26  to  purchase  a  silver  tankard. 
Makes  his  son  and  Richard  Thorne  and  Isaac  Smith  executors. 

Dated,  June  27,   1761.      Proved,  May  13,   1767. 

Witnesses,  James  Smith,  Micah  Smith,  Samuel  Denton. 

Silvanus  Smith,  son  of  John  Smith,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Hempstead,  L.  I.,  Vch.  15,  1725.  He  was  an  ardent  patriot  during 
the  war  of  the  Re\'olution.  He  married  Sarah  Searing.  The  mar- 
riage is  recorded  in  the  books  of  St.  George's  church  on  June  20,  1752. 

His  will  is  dated  May  29,  1787;  proved  June  11,  1787. 
Leaves  to  his  loving  wife  Sarah,  2  feather  beds  and  furniture,  2  cows 
and  calves.  Leaves  legacies  to  daughters  Sarah  and  Jane.  Leaves  to 
his  son  Howland  Smith,  "all  mv  plain  land  lying  on  the  east  meadow 
that  1  bought  of  John  Belden,  and  ten  acres  of  woodland  to  be  taken 
oft  across  the  north  end  of  the  woodland  belonging  to  my  homestead." 
Leaves  to  wife  and  sons  Edmund  and  Silvanus,  "the  use  and  profits 
of  my  house  and  gristmill  and  all  other  lands  (except  as  above)  un- 
til the  voungest  is  of  age,  then  to  sons  Edmund  and  Silvanus.  Also 
all  the  lands  adjoining  my  homestead  lying  east  of  the  road  from 
Hempstead  town  to  Merock,  and  one-half  of  the  salt  and  fresh 
meadows  on  the  Smith  Neck,  called  Great  Neck  and  Little  Merock." 
Leaves  to  sons  Carman  and  Jesse  "my  dwelling  house  and  land  on 
the  west  side  of  road  from  Hempsted  town  to  Merock,  and  one-half 
of  the  meadows."  Leaves  to  his  five  sons  all  his  undivided  lands  and 
rights,  commonage  in  North  and  South  Hempsted.  Leaves  to 
daughters  Rebecca,  Deborah  and  Mary,  .^^15. 


132  LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC  HOMES. 

Sylvanus  Smith  was  a  patriot  and  remained  true  to  the  cause  of 
the  colonists,  while  a  brother,  a  torv,  was  obliged  to  leave  home  and 
settled  in  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  left  descendants. 

Sylvanus  Smith  married  Sarah  Searing  (born  March  13,  173  i; 
died  July  25,    1817),  and  had  among  other  children,  a  son  Sylvanus. 

Sylvanus  Smith  (2),  son  of  Sylvanus  and  Sarah  (Searing)  Smith, 
was  born  April  7,  1764,  and  died  |uly  27,  1825.  His  children 
were  Susan  M.,  John  Schenck,  Daniel  S.,  Sylvanus  S.,  Maria  and 
Lavinia,  both  of  whom  were  married  to  John   L.  Riker. 

The  children  of  this  marriage  were: 

I.    Henry  Laurens;    died   1861,  unmarried. 
II.    Silvanus  S.;    married  Helen  Bowne. 

III.  Mary  Ann;    died,   1865,  unmarried. 

IV.  Lavinia;    married  Abram  D.  Ditmars. 
V.    JOHN  Lawrence  Riker;    (see  record'). 

VI.    Samuel  Riker;    born  April   10,   1832;    married    Mary  Ann 
Stryker;    (see  record). 

VII.    Richard;    died   1853. 
VIII.    Daniel  Smith  Riker;    married  Joanna  C.  Field. 
IX.  Jane;    married  Arthur  B.  Graves. 
X.    William  James;    married  Charlotte  S.  Stryker. 
XI.  Julia  Lawrence;    married  Chas.  D.  Leverich. 
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30blt  DWrCltCC  RikCr  (2),  htth  cHiia  of  John  Lawrence  (i)  and 
hrst  child  of  Lavinia  (Smith)  Rikcr,  was  born  at  the  homestead,  Bow- 
ery Bay,  Nov.  23,  1830.  His  tastes  and  inclinations  led  him  to 
pursue  a  mercantile  life,  and  his  successfid  career  shows  that  his  choice 
was  a  wise  one.  After  completing  his  studies  he  came  to  New  York, 
and  first  entered  the  house  of  Lawrence  &  Hicks,  and  later  that  of 
Benjamin  H.  Field,  dealer  in  drugs,  dves,  chemicals,  etc.  He  was 
faithful  and  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  please  his  employer  and  to  acquire 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  business.  As  a  result,  his  promotion 
was  rapid,  and  he  became  a  partner  in  1854,  which  continued 
until  December  31,  i860,  when  he  retired  to  form  a  copartnership 
with  his  brother,  Daniel  S.,  in  the  same  line  of  business,  on  January 
1,  1861,  just  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War.  The 
new  firm  soon  acquired  a  reputation  for  upright  business  methods 
and  square  dealings,  which  thev  have  maintained  through  nearlv  half 
a  century,  passing  unscathed  through  the  various  business  crises. 
While  other  members  of  the  family  have  formed  the  firm  from  time 
to  time,  the  name  of  |.  L.  &  D.  S.  Riker  remains  the  same.  While 
other  business  interests  have  of  late  years  absorbed  much  of  the  time 
of  Mr.  Riker,  he  remained  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  until  1903, 
although  the  principal  management  of  the  business  devolved  upon  his 
son,  John  [.  His  success  as  a  merchant  and  his  large  business  oper- 
ations ha\  e  brought  him  in  close  touch  with  large  financial  institutions, 
and  he  has  frequently  been  called  on  to  assist  in  the  management  of 
these,  having  accepted  the  vice-presidency  of  some,  and  a  directorship 
in  several  others,  notablv  the  Bank  of  New  York,  N.  B.  A.,  Second 
National  Bank,  Metropolitan  Trust  Company,  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, Atlantic  Marine  Insurance  Co.,  Continental  hisurance  Co., 
(Fire),  Laflin  &  Rand  Powder    Co.,  and    many    manufacturing   com- 
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panics.  Mr.  Riker  is  a  merchant  of  the  old  school,  whose  methods 
have  been  great  application,  activity  and  thoroughness,  with  complete 
knowledge  ot  all  business  undertaken,  thus  securing  the  confidence 
and  loyalty  of  his  correspondents.  He  inherits  the  same  family  char- 
acteristics that  have  made  his  ancestors  successful  in  their  various 
careers.  He  is  a  member  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Society,  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  a  trustee  and  vice-president 
of  the  Holland  Society,  and  a  member  of  the  various  social  clubs. 
Union  League,  Metropolitan,  St.  Nicholas,  etc.  He  has  serv^ed  as 
vestryman,  and  now  as  senior  warden,  in  the  Church  of  the  incarna- 
tion (Episcopal),  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  |ohn  C-.  [ackson  (see  record). 

John  C.  [ackson  descended  from  a  highly  respectable  family  of 
Staffordshire,  England,  one  of  whom  was  knighted  for  his  services  to 
his  sovereign,  and  was  awarded  the  following  described 

Ai-ms — Argent  a  lion  passant  gules;  on  a  chief  of  the  second, 
three  poleaxes  of  the  first. 

Crest — An  arm  in  armour,  embowed  holding  a  battle-axe  all  ppr. 

[ohn  C.  |ackson  was  born  at  Burslem,  Staffordshire,  England, 
April  7,  I  Hog.  He  received  a  liberal  education,  and  then  entered 
a  firm  who  were  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  china  and 
earthenware.  He  came  to  New  York  in  |anuarv,  1830,  as  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  firms  of  John  Davenport  &  Co.  and  John  Wedge- 
wood.  He  soon  established  a  large  and  successful  trade  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Among  his  early  customers  was  H.  B.  Claflin, 
who  was  then  carrying  on  a  large  country  store  in  Worcester,  Mass. 
His  place  of  business  for  a  time  was  on  Water  street,  and  he  after- 
wards removed  to  Barclay  street.      He  was  a   leading  and   prosperous 
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merchant,  and  enjovcd  the  conhdence  of  his  patrons.  He  continued 
in  business  until  about  the  close  ot  the  war  in  1865,  and  retired  with 
a  competence. 

He  was  tond  ot  a  country  lite.  In  1H50  he  began  the  raising  ot 
high  grade  cattle,  and  tx^'o  vears  later  entered  in  competition  at  the 
Qiieens  Count\'  tair  held  at  I'dushing.  He  was  av\'arded  a  prize  for 
every  separate  entry.  He  was  not  only  interested  in  stock  raising, 
but  in  agricultural  atlairs  generally,  and  especially  in  Queens  county. 
He  was  elected  president  ot  the  Queens  County  Agricultural  society 
in  1863-4-5,  and  in  1874  and  1875.  His  influence  in  agricultural 
matters  was  telt  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  throughout  the  island,  and 
he  became  a  recognized  authority,  and  his  advice  and  counsel  was 
sought  on  trequent  occasions.  At  the  annual  meeting  held  at  Mine- 
ola  in  the  fall  of  1864,  ex-Governor  John  A.  Iving  oftered  the  tollow- 
ing  resolution,  which  was  unanimously  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  ot  the  society  are  hereby  tendered  to 
John  C.  Jackson,  Esq.,  tor  the  able,  liberal  and  impartial  manner  in 
which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  ot  president  tor  the  past  two 
years." 

On  his  retirement  trom  the  presidency  ot  the  society  the  last  time, 
in    1875,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

"Resolved,  That  the  thanks  ot  this  society  are  hereby  tendered  to 
John  C.  Jackson,  Esq.,  our  retiring  president,  tor  the  able  and  eflicient 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duties,  and  tor  the  generous 
and  noble  spirit  of  liberality  that  has  marked  his  course  during  the 
period  of  his  ot^cial  terms,  and  that  he  retires  with  our  best  wishes 
tor  his  future  health  and  happiness." 

Mr.  Jackson  became  equally  prominent  in    the    state    agricultural 
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affairs,  and  was  a  regular  attendant,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  society.  He  was 
elected  vice  president  of  that  body  in    1H54,  and  again  in   1855. 

Mr.  [ackson  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  citi- 
zens of  the  old  town  of  Newtown,  now  Long  Island  City.  Largely 
through  his  efforts  a  charter  was  obtained  in  1859  for  a  turnpike  road 
from  Hunter's  Point  to  Flushing,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  known  as 
Jackson  avenue.  The  Hunter's  Point,  Newtown  and  Flushing  Turn- 
pike company,  of  which  Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  president,  had  the 
general  supervision  of  the  construction  of  the  turnpike.  By  those 
familiar  with  road  construction,  this  was  said  to  be  at  that  time,  the 
best  constructed  road  on  Long  Island.  In  recognition  of  his  services, 
and  of  the  able  manner  in  whicli  he  accomplished  the  work,  the 
stockholders  presented  Mr.  [ackson  with  a  dinner  set  of  silver  plate. 
He  continued  as  president  of  the  compan\'  until  it  ceased  to  exist, 
the  road  subsequently  becoming  by  purchase,  the  property  of  the 
town  of  Newtown,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  public  roads  and 
chief  thoroughfares  in  that  part  of  the  county.  He  married  Martha 
M.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Andrew  Riker,  son  of  Samuel  and  brother  of 
Hon.  Richard  and  John  Lawrence  Riker. 

Capt.  Andrew  Riker  was  quite  a  noted  character  in  his  day.  He 
was  the  second  child  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Lawrence)  Riker,  born 
Sept.  21,  1771,  just  before  the  dawn  of  the  American  Revolution, 
and  his  childhood  davs  were  spent  amid  the  exciting  events  of  that 
period.  Young  as  he  was,  the  spirit  of  patriotism  was  strong  within 
him,  and  was  developed  at  a  later  period  in  life.  Fond  of  adventure, 
he  early  imbibed  a  taste  for  a  seafaring  life,  and  at  a  very  early  age 
was  in  command  of  a  merchant  vessel  engaged  in  the  European  and 
East  Indian  trade.     He  was  doing  a  successful  business  when  the  war  of 


LONG  ISLAND  HISTORIC  HOMES.  137 

1812-15  rendered  it  too  hazardous  to  continue,  and  at  the  same  time 
afforded  an  excellent  opportunity  tor  one  ot  his  daring,  adventurous 
spirit  to  engage  in  an  extra  hazardous,  though  profitable,  enterprise. 
Armed  with  letters  of  marque,  he  availed  himself  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  American  coast  to  prey  on  British  commerce,  and  as  com- 
mander of  the  Saratoga  and  later  of  the  Yorktown,  he  captured  some 
valuable  prizes,  the  profits  of  which  he  shared  with  his  faithful  crew. 
He  rendered  important  service  to  his  country,  but  was  finally  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy  off  Newfoundland.  He  was  soon  released  on 
parole,  but  was  thus  prevented  from  continuing  his  profitable  occu- 
pation. After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  the  merchant 
service,  and  died  at  St.  Domingo,  West  Indies,  while  on  a  voyage  to 
that  port,  Oct.  17,  1817.  He  was  in  the  prime  of  life,  being  only 
forty  six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  married,  Feb.  6, 
1802,  Margaret,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  JMoore,  and  had  issue, 
Nathaniel  M.,  Samuel,  Andrew,  John,  Martha  M.,  Anna,  Augustus, 
Abraham  and   Margaret. 

Martha  M.  Riker,  fifth  child  of  Capt.  Andrew  and  Margaret 
(Moore)  Riker,  was  born  June  11,  181  1;  was  married  to  John  C. 
Jackson  No\ember  18,  i8  3_(..  The  only  issue  of  this  marriage  was 
Mary  Anna  [ackson,  uho  v\'as  married  to  John  L.  Riker. 

Mr.  [ackson  purchased  about  1840,  the  homestead  and  farm, 
"Oak  Hill,"  in  the  town  of  Newtown,  formerly  owned  by  Captain 
Andrew  Riker,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Jackson.  This  farm  contains  about 
forty  acres,  and  is  beautifully  situated  on  a  high  eminence,  overlook- 
ing the  surrounding  country,  and  affording  an  extended  view  for 
miles  around.  The  homestead  lot  is  on  the  corner  of  Jackson  avenue 
and  Newtown  road.  Several  acres  surrounding  the  house  were 
laid  out  in  lawn,  with   abundant   shade    trees,  a    part    of    the    original 
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forest  trees  still  remaining — notably  the  oak,  elm  and  locust  and 
other  trees.  After  Mr.  {ackson  purchased  the  place  he  added  the 
pine,  elm,  maple  and  other  ornamental  trees,  giving  the  place  a  much 
more  modern  appearance.  Two  old  cherry  trees,  gnarled  and  knotted 
by  age,  but  still  bidding  defiance  to  the  elements,  stand  by  the  road- 
side, giving  quite  a  picturesque  effect.  One  of  the  most  striking 
features  of  the  place  is  an  immense  willow  tree  in  the  rear  of  the 
house,  half  decaved,  but  still  shooting  forth  its  branches  from  year  to 
year,  clinging  to  life  as  if  t(~)  remind  those  of  the  present  generation 
of  the  delightful  shade  it  afforded  to  those  of  the  long  ago. 

U'he  house,  although  built  a  century  ago,  has  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  built  half  a  century  later.  A  large  bay  window 
on  one  side  extends  to  the  second  storv,  giving  it  somewhat  of  a 
modern  appearance.  The  interior  of  the  mansion,  however,  is  quite 
antique  in  the  style  of  finish.  The  rooms  are  large  and  well  lighted, 
and  the  two  large  colonial  mantles,  both  hand  made,  are  in  the  style 
of  a  century  and  a  half  ago. 

Mrs.  |.  L.  Riker,  the  daughter  of  [.  C.  Jackson,  was  born  in  the 
countrv  place  of  DeWitt  Clinton,  Bloomingdale,  which  her  father 
was  occupying  at  the  time.  A  few  years  later  Mr.  Jackson  moved 
to  Oak  Hill,  so  that  her  happv  childhood  days  were  spent  be- 
neath the  beautiful  shade  trees  that  still  adorn  the  old  place.  The 
playmates  of  her  youth  have  nearly  all  departed,  but  she  still  clings 
fondly  to  the  memory  of  her  early  associations,  and  every  tree  and 
shrub  ha\'e  an  individual  interest  to  her.  It  has  never  passed 
out  of  her  hands,  nor  even  temporarily  from  her  control,  but 
is  kept  in  order  bv  a  caretaker,  who  is  strictly  accountable  to  her  for 
the  condition  of  the  property. 
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The  children  of  John  Lawrence  and  Mary  (Jackson)  Riker  are: 
I.  John  Jackson  Rikkr  (see  record). 
II.  Henry  Laurens  Riker;  born  |iine  20,  i860;  died,  unmar- 
ried, August  13,  1900.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Down  Town 
Club,  New  York  Athletic  Club,  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  St. 
Nicholas.  He  was  graduated  at  Columbia  College,  class  of '80,  and 
entered  the  counting  room  of  his  father's  firm.  His  tastes  were 
more  literary  and  musical,  and  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  helping 
and  aiding  the  poor  and  humble,  and  was  much  beloved  by  them 
and  his  friends. 

III.  Margaret   Moore    Riker;    married    }.  Amorv  Haskell,  De- 
cember 9,   I  90  I    (see  record). 

IV.  Lavinia;     married    James    Remsen  Strong,  [une  ist,  1902. 
V.    Samuel  Riker,  [r.;    married  Frances    Mortimer   Townsend, 

November  18th,   1896. 

VI.    Silvanus,  twin  brother  of  Samuel;    died  in  infancy. 
VII.    Martha     Jackson     Riker;     married    James    Howe    Proctor, 
April  28th,   1897. 

VIII.  Charles  Lawrence  Riker;  married  Selina  Schroeder,  Oct. 
I  6th,   1900. 

IX.    Mary    Jackson    Riker;     married    April    29th,    1903,  Henry 
Ingersoll  Riker,  son  of  Daniel  S.  and  Joanna  (Field)  Riker. 

Major  John  Jackson  Riker,  eldest  child  of  John  Lawrence  and 
Mary  (Jackson)  Riker,  was  born  at  Newtown,  April  6,  1858.  He 
inherits  the  same  genial,  kindly  nature,  as  well  as  the  solid,  substantial 
characteristics  that  have  distinguished  his  ancestors  in  their  day  and 
generation.  He  decided  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and 
after  completing  his  studies  he  entered  his  father's  firm  in  a    subordi- 
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nate  capacity,  and  in  the  course  ot  a  tew  years  had  mastered  all  the 
details  ot  the  business  and  qualihed  himself  tor  the  important  position 
which  he  has  tilled  tor  many  years  as  managing  partner  ot  the 
business. 

In  view  ot  the  distinguished  record  ot  his  ancestors,  his  tondness 
tor  military  ailairs  was  but  natural.  He  joined  the  tamous  Seventh 
regiment,  N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.,  May  26,  1878,  and  in  August,  1879,  was 
appointed  aide-de-camp,  with  the  rank  ot  lievitenant,  on  the  statT  ot 
Gen.  William  G.  Ward,  commanding  First  brigade.  On  April  ist, 
1880,  he  was  promoted  senior  aide,  with  rank  ot  captain,  and  on 
May  19,  1880,  he  was  made  brigade  inspector  ot  rifle  practice,  with 
rank  ot  major,  and  on  Oct.  27,  1882,  was  made  brigade  inspector. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  among  his  associates  tor  his  many  gentlemanly 
qualities  and  his  ability  as  an  oflicer.  He  resigned  Oct.  25,  1883. 
He  was  elected  major  ot  the  Tweltth  regiment  June  9,  i  884,andatter 
bringingitup  to  a  high  state  ot  ei^ciency  he  resigned,  Jnne  14,  1889. 
Major  Riker  has  been  tor  many  years  a  leading  spirit  and  an  active  worker 
in  the  Society  ot  the  Sons  ot  the  Revolution.  He  represented  the 
society  during  the  Washington  centennial,  April  23,  1889,  as  their 
marshal.  Through  collateral  descent  trom  Surgeon  |ohn  Berrien 
Riker,  ot  the  tourth  New  Jersey  line,  he  is  a  member  ot  the  New 
Jersey  Society  ot  the  Cincinnati.  He  is  a  member  and  tormer  secre- 
tary ot  the  St.  Nicholas  Club,  and  is  a  member  ot  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars.  He  is  interested  in  the  cause  ot  education,  and  was 
a  school  trustee  ot  the  2  ist  ward  tor  some  years.  He  married  Edith, 
daughter  ot  Samuel  Blackwell  Bartow,  of  New  York  City,  a  grand- 
son ot  Col.  Jacob  Blackwell,  ot  the  Revolution. 

Margaret  Moore  Riker,    third  child  ot    John  Lawrence  and  Mary 
(Jackson)  Riker,  was  married  to    J.    Amorv    Haskell,    son    ot   Samuel 
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(2),    son    of    Capt.  Samuel,  son  of    Nathaniel,  grandson,  probably,  of 
Samuel,  son  of    Roger  Haskell,  the  ancestor. 

This  family  is  supposed  to  be  of  English  origin,  but  of  its  early 
history  little  is  known.  Some  member  of  it  was  knighted  by  his 
sovereign  for  service  rendered  or  some  great  personal  achievement, 
as  shown  by  the  Coat  Armour  described  by  Burke  as 

A?-ffti; — Vaire  argent  and  sable. 

Crest — On  a  mount  an  apple  tree  fruited  ppr. 

The  name  of  Haskell  is  said  to  be  of  Welsh  origin,  signifying  a 
sedgv  place  on  the  moor. 

Roger  Haskell,  the  founder  of  the  Beverly  branch  of  the  family, 
was  probablv  a  descendant  of  a  long  line  of  seafaring  men.  He  was 
born  in  England  in  1613,  died  in  Salem,  near  Beverly,  in  1667. 
He  came  with  his  two  brothers,  William  and  Mark,  to  New  England 
in  1637.  William  removed  to  Gloucester  and  is  the  founder  of  that 
branch  of  the  Haskell  familv,  which  was  published  bv  Ulysses  S.Has- 
kell, of  Beverlv,  Mass.  Mark  remained  in  Beverlv  and  died  there  in 
i688-g,  leaving  an  estate  of  £1^0.  He  was  a  mariner  and  engaged 
in  the  fishing  trade.  His  descendants  settled  in  Marblehead.  Roger 
and  his  descendants  alone  remained  in  Beverly  and  continued  to  follow 
the  sea  for  successive  generations.  With  the  exception  of  Roger,  few 
of  them  accumulated  real  estate.  In  the  first  division  of  land  in 
Beverly,  Roger  Haskell  was  assigned  20  acres.  The  Salem  Records 
show  that  his  further  request  for  meadow  land  was 

"Granted  to  Roger  Haskell,  6  acres  of  meadow  land  if  it  be 
had  on  the  great  meadow." 

"Ordered  that  Roger  Haskell  and  William  Dodge  doe  call  upon 
the  neighb''s  about  Basse  river  head    to    make    the    twoe    bridges  w^h 
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are  decayed  being    the    country    way    and    the  \va\'  w^h  ^vas  formerly 
made  leading  from  Joe  Porters  fFarme  to  Wenham." 

"At  a  meeting  of  ye  freeman  the   13th  4th  mo.   1655,  chosen  to 

serve  one    Jury    trialls    this    Court    ensueing    Roger    Haskell   and  for 

others  are  named." 

"Roger  Haskell  was  chosen  to  Grand  Jury  4-6-1656." 

"On  the  2  2  of  the  6th  mo.    1657,  At  a  generall  Tovvne  meeting 

there  are  chosen  for  Constables  in  this  Towne  Ensuing  Roger  Haskell 

for  Cape  Ann  Syde." 

"Item.  It  is  further  ordered  that  whereas  some  of  the  neighbors 
on  Cape  an  syde  doe  desyre  a  way  from  the  said  meeting  house  to 
the  mill  through  the  properties  of  Roger  and  others  that  theyre  de- 
syres  are  granted  provided  that  before  they  shall  make  any  Claym 
thereunto  there  shall  be  paid  unto  the  said  Roger  Haskell  and  the 
rest  of  the  proprietors  full  satisfaction  as  2  men  chosen  by  the  select- 
men shall  appoint,  the  said  way  not  including  4  (poale)  fTote  in  any 
pt  of  it  and  be  made  and  menta\  ned  by  those  who  make  use  thereof." 

Roger  Haskell's  name  appears  frequently  on  the  records  in  vari- 
ous capacities,  but  his  descendants  were  too  much  engaged  in  their 
occupations  as  seafaring  men  to  give  any  attention  to  public  or 
church  affairs,  hence  their  names  do  not  appear.  I'he  following  is 
from  Putnam's  Genealogical  and  Qiiarterly  Magazine: 

"  Roger  Haskell  of  13ass  Ri\er,  husbandman,  within  the  bounds 
of  Salem  for  eight  pounds  hath  sold  to  Richard  Dodge  of  do  hus- 
bandman forty  acres,  Beaver  pond  on  one  side  and  said  Dodge 
bounds  on  the  other,  only  six  acres  of  meadow  that  lyith  within  this 
compass  and  said  Richard  is  to  have  a  watering  place  of  the  said 
Roger  for  his  cattle  all  in  Salem  by  Deed  28  Feb.   1654." 
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Roger  Haskell  married  first,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Abigail 
Stone.  He  married  second,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  |ohn  and  Eliza- 
beth Hardy,  of  the  same  tcnvn.  Mr.  Hardv  died  in  1652,  and  men- 
tions in  his  will  his  son-in-law,  Roger  Haskell,  and  his  four  children, 
John,  William,  Mark  and  Elizabeth.  The  children  of  Roger  Haskell 
were: 

L    John,  died  in   Middleboro,  Mass. 

II.  William,  born  in  1646,  married  Ruth  Werp,  daughter  of 
Thomas. 

III.  Mark,  remo\'ed  to  Rochester,  Phmouth  County,  Mass., 
where  he  was  lixing  in  1698,  when  lie  and  his  wife  Mar\'  sold  to 
Robert  Roundy,  of  Beverly,  the  homestead  where  he  formerly  lived 
\\'ith  thirty  acres  of  upland.  He  married  March  20,  1667,  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Goodale)  Smith,  of  Salem.  Issue: 
Roger,  born  Oct.  17,  16 (So;  John,  Vch.  14,  1682;  Mark,  b'eb.  5, 
1683;  Elizabeth,  Nov.  10,  1686;  Mary,  April  23,  1689;  Joseph, 
Nov.  3,   I  692. 

IV.  Elizabeth,  bap.  April   14,    1676;    married  William  Dodge. 

V.  Hannah,  bap.  May   14,   1676. 

VI.  Isaiah,  born  1658,  died  May  9,  1684,  at  25  years.  He 
married  Nov.  22,  1682,  Sarah  Griggs,  of  Gloucester.  She  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  at  Beverly,  Aug.  17,  1684.  They  had  Abigail, 
born  Aug.  16,  1683;  married  first.  Sands  Stanley  of  Beverly;  mar- 
ried second,  William,  son  of    Richard  Keith,  of    Beverly. 

VII.  Roger  (2),  bap.  May  14,  1676,  after  his  mother's  decease. 
He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Woodbury,  and  had  Abi- 
gail, born  Oct.  18,  1681;  josiah,  Aug.  16,  1685;  Hannah,  June 
23,   1687;    Mary,  April   23,    1689;    |udith,    fune    8,    1690;    Daniel, 
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June   II,   i6gi;    Roger  (3),    Oct.    16,    1697;    removed    to  Norwich,      ; 
Conn.;    Elizabeth   and    Judith,    twins,    bap.    May    14,    1699;    Sarah, 
bap.  Aug.  9,1701.  I 

VIII.  Samuel    Haskell,    bap.    May    14,    1676,    after  his  mother's 
death.  i 

IX.  Sarah,  bap.  with  the  above  brothers.  j 
Samuel  Haskell,  eighth  child  of    Roger,    was  born  in  that  part  of      j 

Salem  now  Beverly,  about  1662.  The  names  of  his  wife  and  child-  { 
ren  do  not  appear  on  anv  of  the  records  of  either  Beverly  or  Salem,  I 
and  it  is  probable  that  he  married  at  some  foreign  port  while  on  a  \ 
vovage  from  home,  and  might  have  made  his  temporarv  home  else-  : 
where.  He  mav  have  had  a  son  Samuel,  who  was  the  father  of 
Nathaniel. 

Nathaniel   Haskell,    supposed    grandson    of    Samuel,    was  born  in 
Beverly,  Mass.,  in   1741.      He  died  |ulv     13,     181 6,    aged    75.      His      j 
wife,  Elizabeth,  died  Aug.  27,   1817,    aged  69.       He  was  a  merchant      ; 
in  Beverlv  and,  as  shown  b\'  the  in\cntor\'  of  his  personal  estate  after     ] 
his  death,  was  also  engaged  in   the    shipping    business  and  owned  one      \ 
or  more  vessels.       He    accumulated    a    small    fortune    for    those   days,      I 
but  owned  no  real  estate.       He  mav  have  lived  at  the  old  homestead 
by  permission  of  some  of   his  relatives,    who    inherited    it  and  perhaps 
removed     from     the     town.      The    following    is    an     abstract    of    the 
inventory: 

Personal  estate,       -  -  -  -  -        ^142  341 

Sales  of  personal  estate  at  public  auction,     -  30    95 

By  cash  received  for  a  draft  on  the  Baring  Bros. 

&  Co.,  London,  for  balance  due  from  them 

on  account  of  remittance  to  them    bv    John 

Leach,  master  of  the  brig  "William"  for  the 

deceased,         -  -  -  -  -  32261 
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Total  amount  of  assets  credited  to  estate  -  -        ^5832    97 

Amount  of  debits,  ______  1670    8g 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  heirs,  -  -        $4162    08 

In  the  Court  Records  of  Salem,  Book  392,  page  107,  date  Oct. 
28,   I  8  17,  is  the  following: 

Nathaniel    Haskell,  late    of    Beverly,  yeoman,  deceased,  intestate. 

That  the  children  and  heirs  of  deceased,  seven  in  number,  of 
which  five  died  before  their  father. 

Nathaniel  and  Samuel  survive  their  father  at  his  death. 

Elizabeth,  late  wife  of  Ebinezer  Ray,  left  nine  children,  Betsy, 
Hetty,  F.binezer,  Louisa,  Isaac,  Alfred,  Lucy,  Caroline, 

Hannah,  late  wife  of  Rochel  Ober, 

Sophia  and  Lucinda,  minors, 

Anna,  late  wife  of  Isaac  Ober, 

Daniel,  left  one  child,  Daniel,  a  minor, 

Abigail,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Austin. 

The  town  records  of  Beverly  give  the  following: 

Nathaniel  (2)  born  Sept.  26,   1774;    married  Hetty, 

Daniel,  born  March  26,  1777;  married  November  24,  1790, 
Nabby  Foster, 

Samuel  Haskell  born  June  15,  1779;  married  Peggy  Thissell; 
died  August  28,   1829. 

Capt.  Samuel  Haskell,  third  child  of  Nathaniel  Haskell,  was  born 
at  Beverly,  Mass.,  June  15,  1779.  The  love  of  a  seafaring  life  was 
born  in  him,  although  his  father  was  the  first  in  the  line  that  had 
followed  any  other  occupation.  The  record  of  his  early  life  would 
no  doubt  prove  an  interesting  one,  but  as  all  of  his  near   descendants 
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are  deceased,  the  intormation  is  not  obtainable.  The  name  of  the 
vessel  or  vessels  he  commanded  does  not  appear.  He  doubtless,  like 
all  other  voting  men  in  that  occupation,  rose  from  the  "fo'castle  to 
the  quarter  deck,"  and  pro\'ed  an  experienced  and  able  commander. 
The  only  reference  to  him  in  the  printed  records  is  where  mention  is 
made  of  the  pastor  of  the  Beverlv  church  taking  a  sea  vovage  with 
him  to  the  West  Indies  for  his  health  and  dving  on  the  passage.  This 
would  indicate  that  he  was  engaged  principally  in  that  trade,  although 
he  made  occasional  vovages  to  New  Orleans.  He  probably  made 
many  other  voyages  in  that  business.  He  did  not  accumulate,  and 
diec|(  intestate,  and  as  stated  bv  his  second  wife,  "bankrupt."  His 
first  wife  was  Peggy  Thissell,  died  August  28,   1829. 

Book  No.  7,  Probate  Records  of  Salem,  shows  that  Samuel  Has- 
kell died  in    1829,  and  that 

"Administration  on  the  estate  of  Samuel  Haskell,  late  of  Beverly 
deceased  intestate,  was  granted  to  Hannah  Woodburv,  widow  Has- 
kell." In  her  application  for  allowance,  she  says:  She  is  about  40 
years  of  age,  has  no  children  of  her  own,  but  four  children  of  the 
deceased,  two  with  her,  the  voungest  of  which  is  about  four  years  of 
age,  and  the  next  youngest  of  which  is  about  seven,  and  the  next 
about  eleven.  The  deceased  has  left  no  real  estate  whatever,  wherein 
she  will  have  a  dower,  excepting  two  pews  in  a  meeting  house;  the 
estate  of  the  deceased  is  probably  insolvent,  and  if  not  so  she  can 
have  a  very  small  sum  froni  his  personal  estate." 

The  children  of  Samuel  were  all  bv  his  first  wife,  Peggy  Thissell. 
I.    Mary  Ann,  born  July   12-,   1805, 
II.    Augusta,  born  November  16,   1807,  * 

III.    Elizabeth,  born  April  3,   1810, 
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IV.    Samuel,  born  August  24,   1814,  died  soon, 
V.    Joseph  T.,  born  Sept.   15,   1816, 
VI.    Samuel  Haskell,  born  July  13,   1818, 
VII.    John  Thissell,  born  March  5,   1820, 
VIII.    Mary  Ann,  born  October  25,   1822. 

Samuel  Haskell,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  and  Peggv  (Thissell)  Has- 
kell, was  born  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  July  13,  1818.  He  married  Mary 
Frances  Amory,  daughter  of  Jonathan — 1802-1885 — ^o'"^  ^^^'  Jona- 
than—  I  770-1  828 — son  of  Thomas  Fisher  Amory — 1722-1789 — 
son  of  Thomas,  died  in  Boston  1728,  son  of  Jonathan  of  S.  C,  died 
I  699. 

This  family,  though  not  numerous  as  compared  with  some 
others,  has  been  conspicuous  in  the  history  of  both  the  Northern  and 
Southern  states.  It  is  supposed  to  be  a  branch  of  the  Montfort 
TAmaury  family  of  France.  Dr.  Robert  Amory,  in  a  notice  of  his 
father,  published  in  one  of  the  London  newspapers  in  1788,  says: 
''We  are  lineally  descended  from  Amory  de  Montfort,  brother-in-law 
of  King  Henrv  III." 

Some  of  the  name  were  summoned  as  peers  to  Parliament,  and 
their  barony  is  stated  by  Burke  to  be  still  extant  in  abeyance  in  the 
family  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Sir  Roger  d'Amory  married  the  grand- 
daughter of  Edward  I.  Sir  Roger  was  long  leader  in  the  wars  of 
Edward  III.  Sir  Robert  fought  at  Crecy,  and  the  exploits  of  Sir 
John  occupy  some  interesting  pages  of  Froissant. 

Jonathan  Amory,  the  American  ancestor,  was  born  in  Somerset- 
shire, England.  There  is  believed  to  exist  in  the  Ulster  Herald  office 
a  pedigree  carrying  the  line  of  his  ancestors  back  through  many  cen- 
turies.     His    father    died    about     1650,    leaving    six    sons    and    two 
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daughters.  Thomas,  the  eldest,  married  the  daughter  ot  19th  Lord 
Kerry,  ancestor  of  the  Marquis  of  Landsdown.  In  consequence, 
probably  of  this  connection,  he  remov^ed  to  Ireland,  and  purchased 
estates  in  Kerry  worth  <i:^6oo  a  year. 

[onathan  Amory,  the  youngest  of  the  six  sons,  vyas  brought  up 
under  the  care  of  his  elder  brother.  He  was  at  one  time  a  merchant 
in  Dublin.  He  married  Rebecca  Houston,  who  died  in  1685,  in 
the  West  Indies,  vyhere  he,  as  also  her  elder  brother  Robert,  were 
then  residing.  Soon  after  the  latter's  death,  he  went  to  Charleston, 
S.  C,  married  again,  inxested  largely  in  lands  and  houses,  was  elected 
speaker  of  the  Colonial  legislature,  and  subsequently  treasurer  of  the 
proyince,  the  first  treasurer  of  the  proprietors.  He  died  in  the  fall 
of  i6gg,  of  yellow  feyer,  and  his  widow,  Martha  Amory,  died  three 
months  afterward.  Their  children  were  Thofiias^  Robert,  who  died 
young;  a  daughter  who  married  Joseph  Croskeys;  Ann,  wife  of 
James  Ramsey  and  Sarah,  vyife  of  Goyernor  Arthur  Meridith. 

Thomas  Amory,  the  eldest  child,  was  born  in  Limerick,  Ireland, 
in  1682,  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Carolina.  In  the  year  1696 
he  was  sent  with  his  sister  Ann,  to  their  relations  in  England  to  be 
educated.  He  was  placed  under  the  care  of  his  cousin.  Counsellor 
Amory,  and  sent  to  the  Westminster  school.  After  his  father's  death 
he  entered  the  counting  house  of  Ozell  &  Frinds,  merchants  in  Lon- 
don, who  in  the  year  1709  sent  him  to  the  Azores,  as  super-cargo. 
He  established  himself  there  as  a  merchant,  was  appointed  Dutch  and 
English  consul,  and  making  only  an  occasional  yisit  to  Europe, 
remained  many  years  on  the  island.  He  resigned  his  oi^ce  [une  17, 
I  7  19,  and  embarked  for  Boston,  arriying  there  July  13th,  following. 
He  bought  lands  at  the  south  end  of  Boston,  built  a  house  and 
wharyes,  hired  a  counting  house  of  his   friend    Goyernor    Belcher,    on 
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Long  Wharf,  and  engaged  in  commerce  with  England,  the  Azores 
and  Carolinas.  He  died  in  Boston  in  1728.  He  married  in  1721, 
Rebecca  Holmes,  daughter  of  Francis  Holmes,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and 
Charleston,  S.  C,  a  merchant  who  settled  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  in 
1702;  bought  land  there  in  1713;  was  a  delegate  from  the  assembly 
to  New  England  to  ask  aid  against  the  Tennessee  Indians,  1715. 
He  bought  eleven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Gran\'ille  county,  S.  C. 
By  his  wife  Rebecca,  he  had  six  children,  of  whom  Rebecca,  the  fifth, 
was  married  to  Thomas  Amorv,  as  stated  above.  Thomas  Amorv, 
bv  his  wife,  Rebecca  (Holmes)  Amory,  had  Thomas  (  2  ),  born  1722; 
Mary,  born   1723;    Rebecca,  born    1725  and  John,  born   1728. 

Thomas  Fisher  Amory  (2),  son  of  Thomas  (i)  and  Mary 
(Holmes)  Amorv,  was  born  April  22,  1722,  graduated  at  Harvard 
I  74 1.  He  studied  divinity,  but  never  took  orders.  As  eldest  son, 
he  inherited  a  double  share  of  his  father's  estate.  He  engaged  in 
commerce,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  embarrassments  to  trade, 
consequent  on  the  Revolution,  would  have  left  a  large  property.  In 
1776,  at  the  request  of  the  selectmen  of  Boston,  one  of  whom  was 
his  brother-in-law,  Timothy  Newell,  he  went  with  his  brother  Jona- 
than, to  Dorchester  Heights,  to  request  General  Washington  to 
permit  the  British  troops  to  return  from  the  place  unobstructed  on 
condition  that  it  should  be  left  by  them  uninjured.  This  was  with 
the  full  sanction  of  General  Howe,  but  as  it  was  not  avowed,  no 
agreement  could  be  entered  into,  though  the  understanding  was 
respected  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Amory  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Coffin,  and 
purchased  the  house  built  by  Governor  Belcher  at  the  corner  of 
Harvard  and  Washington  streets,  the  gardens  of  which  extended  to 
the  water.      He  resided  there  until  his  death,  August   18,   1784. 
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The  children  of  Thomas  Fisher  Amory  and  EHzabeth  Coffin,  his 
wife,  were  Rebecca,  born  1766;  Thomas  C,  born  1767;  EHzabeth, 
born  1768;  "Jonathcui  (1),  born  1770;  [ohn,  born  1771;  Mary, 
born  1773;  William,  born  1774;  the  latter  was  a  midshipman  in 
the  English  navy,  and  afterwards  in  the  American  navy;  Nathaniel, 
the  youngest,  born    1777. 

Jonathan  Amory  (  1  )  fourth  child  of  Thomas  1^\  and  Elizabeth 
(Coffin)  Amory,  was  born  in  1770  and  died  in  1828;  graduated  at 
Harvard  in  1787,  and  entered  the  counting  house  of  his  uncles  [.  & 
J.  Amory,  and  afterward  engaged  in  business  with  James  Cutler.  He 
married  first,  Ann  Wver,  who  died  in  179^,  and  after  Mr.  Cutler's 
death  he  married  his  widow,  Mehetable  Sullivan,  who  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Governor  James  Sullivan  and  niece  of  General  John  Sullivan. 
Their  children  were  Jonathan,  1802-1885;  Elizabeth,  1805-1859; 
James  S.,  1809-1884;  Francis  M.,  1807-1886;  Rebecca  A.,  181  i- 
1894;    Thomas  C,   1812-1889;    and  Isabella  L.,    1815-1888. 

Jonathan  Amory  born  1802,  died  1885,  married  Letitia  Austin, 
born    1806,  died   1875. 

Marv  Frances  Amory,  who  was  married  to  Samuel    Haskell. 

Samuel  Haskell,  by  his  wife  Mary  f'Vances  (Amory)  Haskell,  had 
issue. 

I.    Samuel    (3),  born    August    16,   1857,  died  April  20,   1867. 

n.    yo/Kit/ian  A}?iorv  Haskell^  born   Jidy  7,   1861. 

in.    Harry  Garner  Haskell,  born  September  30,   1870. 

Jonathan  Amory  Haskell,  second  child  of  Samuel  and  Mary 
Frances  (Amory)  Haskell,  was  born  in  New  York  Citv.  His  know- 
ledge of  the  elementary  branches  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools, 
and  he  afterward  attended  the  Militarv  Institute  at  Sing   Sing,  where 


LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC  HOMES.  '       151 

he  not  only  acquired  a  thorough  classical,  but  a  military  education, 
which  fitted  him  for  any  military  position  to  which  he  might  be  called. 
His  hrst  business  experience  was  with  a  firm  of  brokers  on  Wall  street, 
where  he  remained  from  1879  to  •  HcS^,  and  then  accepted  a  position 
with  the  Rochester  and  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Iron  company.  He  served 
this  firm  for  some  years  until  1890,  filling  responsible  positions  and 
adding  to  his  stock  of  biLsincss  experience.  I'rom  1890  to  1892  he 
was  general  manager  of  the  Helvetia  mines,  and  in  1892  he  was 
made  president  of  the  Repauno  Chemical  Company,  of  Wilming- 
ton, Delaware.  In  1895  he  became  financially  interested  in  the 
Laflin  &  Rand  Powder  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  largest  concerns  of 
the  kind  in  the  United  States.  He  was  elected  president  of  the 
company,  and  still  holds  that  position.  Mr.  Haskell's  able  manage- 
ment of  this  company  is  shown  in  the  constantly  increasing  amount 
of  business,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  its  directors  and 
his  associates.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Metropolitan  Club,  the  New 
York  Riding  and  Dri\ing  Club,  and  the  Down  Town  Association. 
He  is  interested  in  historical  matters,  generally,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  New  York  Historical  society. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs  Haskell  are 

I.    Mary  Riker  Haskell,  born  November  25,   1892, 
II.    Amory  Lawrence  Haskell,  born  October  23,   1893, 

III.    Margaret  Riker  Haskell,  born  November  26,   1899. 

Martha  Jackson  Riker,  seventh  child  of  John  Lawrence  Riker  and 
his  wife  Mary  (  Jackson)  Riker,  was  born  in  New  York  City,  March 
4,  1870.  She  married  April  28,  1897,  James  Howe  Proctor,  son  of 
Thos.  E.  Johnson,  son  of  )ohn  (4)  son  of  John  ( 3  )  son  of  John  (2)  son 
of  John  Proctor,  one  of  the  founders  of  Salem,  Mass.  They  have 
three  children. 
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SdinUCl  RikCr  sixth  child  of  [ohn  Lawrence  and  second  child  of 
his  second  wife,  Lavlnla  (Smith)  Rlker,  was  born  at  the  homestead  at 
Bowerv  Bav,  April  lo,  1832.  After  completing  his  general  educa- 
tion he  read  law  in  the  office  of  the  family  firm  of  j.  H.  &  H.  L. 
Rlker,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  May,  1853,  and  at  once  ad- 
mitted to  partnership  in  the  law  firm,  which  then  consisted  of  his  father, 
brother  and  cousin  |ohn  H.  Rlker;  the  first  two  died  in  1861,  and 
the  latter  retired  in   1884. 

Mr.  Rlker  took  up  a  special  line  of  practice — the  law  of  real 
property,  the  ln\'estlgatlon  of  titles  to  lands,  drawing  of  wills,  marriage 
settlements,  trust  deeds,  etc.  He  came  into  general  prominence  in 
1859  in  connection  with  his  construction  of  the  will  of  William  |ay 
(a  son  of  the  eminent  John  fay),  who  had  drawn  his  own  will. 
This  will  involved  some  intricate  and  novel  points  of  law,  but  through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  Riker,  an  understanding  was  arrived  at  without 
resort  to  litigation.  It  may  be  added  here  that  Mr.  Riker  never 
advised  a  client  to  carry  a  matter  into  court  when  it  could  be 
avoided.  The  will  referred  to  involved  extensive  research  in  the 
special  line  of  Mr.  Riker's  experience  and  knowledge.  During  his 
long  term  of  practice  of  nearly  forty  years,  Mr.  Riker  not  only  occu- 
pied a  leading  position  at  the  New  York  bar,  but  he  was  recognized 
as  an  authority  on  the  special  line  he  had  chosen,  in  which  he  had  few 
if  any,  equals.  He  possesed  many  of  the  qualifications  as  well  as 
the  characteristics  of  the  eminent  founder  of  the  firm,  Hon.  Richard 
Riker,  notablv  the  suavity  and  kindliness  of  manner  that  drew  men 
to  him,  and  at  once  inspired  confidence.  He  became  the  friend  and 
adviser  of  his  clients,  independent  of  the  legal  aspects,  and  never 
hesitated  to  give  his  honest,  unbiased  opinion,  whether  for  or  against 
his  own  or  his  clients  interest.      To  his  client's  he  occupied  the  same 
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relations  as  that  of  a  beloved  tamilv  physician  to  his  patients.  The 
unswerving  honestv,  integrity  and  courage  that  were  notable  traits  in 
his  ancestors,  ha\'e  been  exhibited  by  him  throughout  his  professional 
career. 

Besides  his  list  of  well  known  individual  clients  and  estates,  Mr. 
Riker  has  acted  for  large  and  well  knowai  institutions.  He  was 
attorney  and  counsel  for  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years,  preparing  all  instruments  relating  to  their  large  landed 
estate  in  the  city  of  New  York  and  on  Staten  Island.  He  acted  as 
executor  of  the  wills  of  Sarah  Burr  and  her  sisters,  and  distributed 
several  millions  of  dollars  among  a  large  number  of  charitable  insti- 
tutions in   New  York  Cit\'. 

Mr.  Riker  retired  from  active  practice  in  1893,  and  with  him  the 
old  Riker  law  firm,  which  had  been  in  existence  for  nearly  a  century, 
ended. 

Mr.  Riker  married  in  1865,  Mary  Anna  daughter  of  Jacob  P. 
and  Mary  R.  Stryker,  of  Newtown. 

William  [ames  Riker,  youngest  son  of  John  I^awrence  (  1  )  and 
Iva\inia  (Smith)  Riker,  was  born  at  Bowery  Bay,  in  the  town  of  New- 
town. He  inherits  all  the  leading  traits  that  have  distinguished  this 
notable  family — sterling  honesty,  inflexible  integrity  and  a  frankness 
and  suavity  of  disposition  that  inspires  confidence  in  all  w  ith  whom  he 
meets.  He  received  his  knowledge  of  the  elementary  branches  at  the 
private  schools  of  Astoria  and  was  graduated  at  Flushing  Institute  in 
1858.  And  not  long  after  entered  the  house  of  Benjamin  H.  Field 
in  the  same  line  of  business  which  he  has  since  folJowed.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1861  and  then  joined  his  brothers  in  the  same 
business,  becoming  a  partner  in  the  firm  in   1866.        He    has    contri- 
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buted  in  no  small  degree  to  the  unprecedented  success  which  has  tol-      | 
lowed  this  long  established  house  from  the  beginning.      He  is  a   man      ] 
of  fine  executive  ability    and    business    capacity.       With    the    natural      ! 
fondness  for  military  affairs  that  distinguished  his  ancestors  he  joined      : 
the  Twenty-Second  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  at  its  inception,  but  owing 
to  pressing  matters  that  called  him  abroad  he  severed   his   connection      j 
with  the  regiment  and  has  since  been  too  much  absorbed  in  the  busi-      j 
ness  of  his  firm  to  give  the  requisite  attention  to  military  affairs.      He      j 
is  a  member  of  several  societies  and  clubs  in  some  of  which   he   takes      ! 
an  active  interest.      Among  these  are   the    St.    Nicholas    Society,    the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  American  Geographical   Society,    Am-      1 
erican  Museum  of  Natural  History,  New  York  Yacht  Club,  New  York 
Athletic  Club,  Down  Town  Association,  etc.       He  is  a  trustee  in  the 
Bank  for  Savings  in  New  York,  the  oldest  institution  of   the   kind   in      ] 
the  citv. 

He  married   in    i  H65,   Charlotte    Lawrence   Stryker,   daughter  of  ! 

Dr.  [.  P.  Stryker,  son  of  Garret  Stryker;  and  Anne  Polhemus,  a  direct  i 

descendant  of  Rev.  Johannus  Theodorus  Polhemus,  a  minister  of   the  | 

Reformed  Church  of  Holland,  who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  1654  j 

and  became  the   pastor    of    the    Flatbush    church.        The    decendants 

.    .         .  ' 

through  this  line  include  some  of   the   oldest   and   most   distinguished     j 

families  on  Long  Island.      The  issue  of  the  above  marriage  is:  \ 

Andrew  Lawrence  Rikcr,  born    Oct.  22,   1868.       He    is   an   elec-     | 
trical  engineer.       He  married  Edith    Whiting,    daughter  of    |ames  R. 
and  grand-daughter  of  fudge  James  R.  Whiting. 

They   have  :     Edith    Whiting,    Charlotte    Lawrence   and    Andrew     , 

'j 

Lawrence  Riker.  ( 

Jennie  Riker,  died  30th  Nov.,   1886.  1 


DANIEL    DODGE    WRIGHT 


* 


j 


^^B.^:\ 


THE  WRIGHT,  MOTT  AND  ALLIED    FAMILIES 


Of  Queens  (now  Nassau)  County,  L.  I. 


The  Wright  family  of  Ovstcr  Bay,  L.  I.,  is  one  of  the  few  fami- 
lies  in  this  country  whose  lineage  connects  in  an  unbroken  line  with 
their  English  ancestors. 

"The  Wrights  of  Kih^erlstones,"  says  l^urke,  "one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Norfolk,  and  contemporaneous  with  the  Bedingfields,  Jer- 
ninghams,  Fastens  and  Woodhouses,  haye  been  seated  in  that  county 
from  time  immemorial.  Ovying,  howeyer,  to  the  destruction  of  deeds 
and  other  documents  which  were  lost,  with  a  great  portion  of  the 
ancient  property,  by  the  negligence  and  dishonesty  of  guardians  in 
long  minorities,  their  descent  can  only  now  be  authentically  traced 
to  the  time  of  Henry  VII. 

Thomas  Wright,  living  in  that  reign,  was  the  father  of 

John  Wright,  who  died,  seized  of  the  manors  of  Tindalls  and 
Rowses  in  East  Laxham,  Norfolk,  32  Henry  VIII.  He  married  and 
had  two  sons,  Edmund  his  heir,  and  Nicholas,  who  married  Anne, 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  Edmund  Beaupre  of  Beaupre  Hall.  Fhis 
Nicholas  was  the  grandfather  of  Nicholas  Wright,  one  of  the  original 
settlers  of  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.  The  coat  armour  of  this  branch  of  the 
Wright  family  is  described  as 
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Ar}?is — A    che\ron    engrailed    argent    between    three  fleur-de-lis, 
or,  on  a  chief  of  the  third  three  spear  heads  azure. 
Crest — A  dragon's  head,  erased,  argent  pellete. 
Motto — Verdas  Vidient — Truth  Conquers. 
Seat — Kilverstone  Hall,  near  Thetford  in  Norfolk. 
Those  of  the  Beaupre  family  were 
A7'/>is — \^ert,  a  lion  rampant,  double  queued  or,  a  baton  gules. 

NicHor.As  Wright,  hfth  in  descent  from  'I'homas  Wright  of 
count^'  Norfolk,  England,  was  born  there  in  1609;  came  to  New 
England  with  his  brothers  Peter  and  Anthony,  and  settled  first  in 
Saugus  (novy  Lynn)  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  in  1636,  and 
the  following  year  removed  to  Sandwich,  Cape  Cod,  of  which  Nich- 
olas was  an  active  leader,  acquiring  lands  and  holding  offices  of  ci\il 
trust  while  following  his  \  ocation  as  sur\eyor.  In  1653  he,  with  his 
two  brothers,  Peter  and  Anthony,  joined  the  company  led  by  Rev. 
William  Le\'eridge  who  came  to  the  north  shore  of  Long  Island,  and 
with  others  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  the  ALitinecock  tribe  of 
Lidians,  which  included  the  site  of  the  present  \'illage  of  Oyster  Bay, 
and  Nicholas  became  one  of  the  founders  of  this  early  settlement. 
The  hidian  deed  signed  by  Asseapum  or  Mohcness  as  sachem  of  the 
tribe,  still  in  existence,  shows  the  consideration  to  have  been  "six 
Indian  coats,  six  kettles,  six  fathoms  of  wampum,  six  hoes,  six  hatch- 
ets, three  pairs  of  stockings,  thirty  awl-blades  or  muxes,  twenty 
knives,  three  shirts  and  as  much  Peague  as  would  amount  to  four 
pounds  sterling."  This  purchase  was  conflrmed  in  1677  by  Royal 
patent,  granted  by  Go\'ernor  Andross.  A  portion  of  this  land  has 
been  owned  and  occupied  by  the  family  ever  since,  its  title  passing 
by  descent. 
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Nicholas  Wright  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
town  from  the  beginning  of  the  settlement.  He  with  Henrv 
Townsend,  sur\'eved  most  ot  tlie  propert\-  laid  out  tor  the  proprietors. 
The  Town  Records  of  Oyster  Bay  show  that 

''In  ve  year  1674  there  laid  out  bv  Henrv  Townsend  and  Nich- 
olas Wright,  Surveyors  of  ve  town  unto  Josiah  Latting,  Caleb 
Wright,  John  Wright  and  Edmund  Wright  four  score  acres  of  land 
at  Sack  Scokes  Wigwam  to  be  equally  divided  bv  Lot,  Twentv  Acres 
to  a  Man." 

Nicholas  and  Anthonv  Wright,  his  brother,  were  among  the 
petitioners  Sept.  16,  1661,  requesting  that  Henrv  Townsend  do 
build  such  a  mill  at  Norwork  on  the  Main  as  an  luiglish  mill  in  our 
town  called  on  the  mill  Ri\  er  at   the    end    of   our    Town,  &c." 

On  March  10,  1678,  "  Tackapowsher,  Sachem  and  Chepego, 
conveyed  certain  lands  upon  ye  south  side  of  this  Island  known  as 
Unkawago  Neck."  This  is  referred  to  as  "A  True  Record  out  of 
ve  Towne  List  of  Everv  freeholder  that  hath  a  Right  in  Unkawav 
Neck  bv  \irtue  of  ve  Indian  Gift.  Thomas  Townsend  one  Shear; 
)ohn  Underbill  one  Shear."  Of  the  sixtv-six  proprietors  who  shared 
in  this  Gift  were  Nicholas,  Anthonv,  Edmund,  John,  Adam,  Gideon, 
G-aleb  and   |ob  Wright. 

Nicholas  Wright  was  freqnentlv  in  public  ol^ce.  He  was  elected 
town  schepen  (magistrate)  in  1673  and  held  other  offices.  Anthonv, 
his  brother,  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  largest  landholders  in 
the  town,  next  to  the  Townsends,  as  shown  b\'  the  frequent  con\'ev- 
ances  made  b\'  him.  Of  the  three  brothers,  Anthony  was  the  most 
acti\  e  in  the  Society  of  Friends.  His  house  for  many  years  was  the 
place  for  both  worship  and  business.  On  the  ''fifteenth  of  the  eighth 
month,    1672,"  Anthonv  con\'eved  a  portion  of  his  land  for  a  "burial 
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place  and  meeting  house."  The  "meeting  house"  was  erected  on 
the  ground  and  paid  for  in  "wheat,  pease,  Indian  corn  and  porke." 
The  burial  ground  where  Nicholas,  Anthony  and  their  descend- 
ants are  buried,  is  a  little  southwest  of  the  present  railroad  depot, 
and  a  few  rods  south  of  the  present  homestead  of  John  Wright. 
Manv  of  the  inscriptions  are  still  legible. 

The  first  instrument  of  conveyance  of  land  as  shown  by  the 
Town  Records  of  Oyster  Bay,  was  as  follows: 

"This  writing  witnesseth  that  I,  Assapum,  alias  Moheness,  have 
sold  unto  Peter  Wright,  Samuel  Mayo  and  William  Leveridge,  their 
heirs,  administrators  and  assigns,  all  the  land  lying  and  situate  upon 
Oyster  Bay  river  to  the  east  side,  and  Papoqutunck  on  the  west  side, 
with  all  ye  woods,  rivers,  marshes,  uplands,  ponds,  and  all  other  ap- 
purtenances, Iving  between  ye  bounds  afore  named,  with  all  ye 
islands  to  the  southward  excepting  one  island  commonly  called  Hog 
Island,  and  bounded  near  southerly  by  a  point  of  trees  called  Can- 
teaque,  in  consideration  of  which  bargain  and  sale  he  is  to  receive  as 
full  satisfaction,  six  Indian  coats,  six  kettles,  six  fathoms  of  wampum, 
six  hoes,  six  hatchets,  three  pair  of  stockings,  thirty  awl  blades  or 
muxes,  thirty  knives,  three  shirts,  and  so  much  peague  as  will  amount 
to  four  pounds  sterling.  In  witness  whereof  he  hath  set  his  mark  in 
the  presence  of  William  Washburn,  Anthony  Wright,  Robert  Williams. 

HIS 

"AssEAPUM  OF   Moheness,        X 


MARK. 


The  author  of  the  Townsend  Memorial  says  of  the  Wrights: 
Peter  and  his  brother  Nicholas  Wright  left  large  fortunes  and  for 
many  years  they  were  in  point  of  ability  and  influence  and  fortune 
among  the  leading  men  of  the  time.  Peter  Wright's  homestead  was 
next  to  John  Dickinson's.     He  may  be  called  the  founder  of  Ovster  Bav. 
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"Opposite  Peter  Wright's  from  the  corner,  half  way  down  to 
South  street,  was  the  homestead  of  Nicholas  Wright/'  Nicholas  left 
a  handsome  estate,  which  he  divided  among  his  three  sons,  but  made 
no  disposition  in  his  will  of  his  personal  estate  or  mention  of  his 
daughters.  An  amicable  agreement  was  entered  into  bv  the  sons  for 
the  division  of  all  personal  property,  of   which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

"  Whereas,  our  father  and  mother,  Nicholas  Wright  and  Ann 
Wright,  deceased,  LefTt  a  Considerable  Estate  amongst  their  children 
Under  written,  and  for  a  True  Settlement  of  ye  Said  Estate  and  pre- 
vention of  further  Contests  or  Troubles  that  may  Arise  thereby,  we 
do  joyntlv  and  Unanimously  Agree  and  freely  condescend  to  Each 
other  that  our  father's  will  for  ye  Division  and  Stating  of  his  Lands 
upon  his  sons  according  to  his  will  shall  stand  good  to  them  and  their 
heirs  forever,  and  In  as  Much  as  there  was  certain  order  in  ye  Said 
will  or  at  ye  death  of  our  Mother  for  ye  Division  of  ye  Moveable 
Estate  as  left  by  our  Deceased  F'ather  and  Mother  we  do  Unani- 
mously agree  that  all  ye  Said  Moveable  Estate  shall  be  for  our  Sisters' 
portions.  Is  all  ve  Service  Horse  flesh.  Brass,  Pewter,  Tin,  Iron, 
Wooden  Ware,  Woolen,  Lining,  Silver,  Gold,  Earthen  ware  or  what 
else  belongs  to  ve  said  Estate  Whatsoever  only  what  is  above  Ex- 
cepted, and  to  ve  true  performance  of  this  our  agreement  we  have 
Interchangeably  Subscribed  our  Hands  to  Each  other  in  Oyster  Bay, 
June  ye  4th,   1682. 

Presence  of  Caleb  X  Wright, 

Richard  Harcutt,  Constable.  makr. 

T-  T^  D  J  loHN  Wright, 

1  homas    1  owNSEND,  Recorder.  J  ' 

T  ^.7  r\  Edmund  Wright, 

OHN  Weekes,  Overseer.  ' 

Israel  X  Latting, 

MARK. 

Nathaniel  Coles, 
Robert  Coles. 
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Nicholas  Wright  bv  his  wife  Ann  Wright  had  issue: 

1.    Caleb  Wright,  born   1645,  married  Elizabeth. 
II.    John  Wright,  married  Marv  Townsend,  daughter  ot    Henrv. 

III.  Sarah  Wright,  married  Jonah  Latting. 

IV.  Edward  Wright  (  1  ),  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Alice  Wright. 

V.    Mary,  married  Robert  Coles. 
VI.    Rebecca,  married     1st    Eleazer   Smith;    she    married    2nd    in 
1672,  William  Frost. 

Edmund  Wright  (1)  fourth  child  ot  Nicholas  and  Ann  Wright, 
was  born  about  1640.  He  evidently  adhered  to  the  tenets  of  the 
Church  of  Iingland,  and  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  first 
F'-piscopal  Church  established  in  Hempstead  and  Oyster  Bay.  The 
Hempstead  Town  Records  show  that: 

"As  early  as  1693  a  law  vyas  passed  during  the  administration  of 
Gov.  Fletcher  bv  which  Hempstead  and  0\'ster  Bav  were  made  a  pre- 
cinct or  parish  for  settling  and  maintaining  a  minister.  The  first 
meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the  librar\  of  Arch  Tenneson  in 
1  701." 

In  vol.  II,  p.  232,  Hempstead    Tow  11   Records,  is  the  following: 

"At  a  meeting  held  in  Hempstead,  [anuary  ye  12,  1702-3,  John 
Pine  was  chosen  Churchvxarden,  Jonathan  Smith,  Samuel  Dentin, 
Daniel  Cessam.  John  Carland  was  chosen  vestryman  att  ye  said  meet- 
ing for  ve  town  of  0\ster  Bay.  Mr.  Thomas  Jones  was  chosen 
Churchwarden.  Edmund  Wright,  Isaac  Doghty,  Samuel  Desson, 
Richard  Willets  and  Nathaniel  C.oles  was  chosen  vestr\'men." 

Edmund  Wright  was  a  quiet,  industrious,  upright  man  and  a  large 
property    holder,    part  of    which    he    inherited    from    his    father.       He 
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subsequentlv  added  largely  to  his  holdings.  A  description  of  the 
various  localities  published  in  the    Townsend  Memorial  states  that: 

"  Next  south,  Isaac  Latting,  son-in-law  of  Nicholas  Wright,  had 
a  lot  of  land  laid  out  to  him,  and  built  upon  it.  South  of  his,  Ed- 
mund, son  of  Nicholas,  and  son-in-law  of  Peter  Wright,  lived.  Israel 
Latting  sold  to  William  Butler,  whose  son  Richard  sold  to  the  heirs 
of  Edmund  Wright.  From  the  latter  both  places  united  passed  to 
his  son-in-lav\-,  John  Townsend." 

Edmund  Wright  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Peter  Wright  (bro- 
ther of  Nicholas  and  Anthony^,  and  his  descendants  can  thus  claim 
the  honor  of  descent  from  the  7-ca I  founder  of  Oyster  Bay,  which,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  has  since  become  the  home  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  is  an  honor  of  which  one  may  justly  feel  proud. 
Anthony  Wright  having  left  no  issue,  Nicholas  and  Peter  became  the 
founders  of    the  Oyster  Bay  branch  of    the  Wright  family. 

Edmund  Wright  bv  his  wife  Sarah  Wright  had  issue: 
I.    Nicholas. 
II.    Daniel. 

III.  Jonathan,  born   1708,  died   1777,  married   Tabitha  Sammis. 

IV.  Thomas,  married  Sarah  Cooper. 

V.    Edmund  (2),  married  Sarah  Townsend. 
VI.    Zerina,   married,   1736,    John    Wright,    son    of    William    and 
Elizabeth  Wright. 

Edml'nd  Wright  (2),  son  of  lidmund  (1)  and  Sarah  Wright,  was 
born  at  Oyster  Bav,  1670.  He  appears  to  have  been  of  a  retiring 
disposition,  with  no  inclination  for  public  office.  He  was  probably  a 
man  of  education  and  refinement  from  the  fact  that  his  name  appears 
on    the    records  in  a  clear,  bold   hand,  and    also    from  the  distinction 
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achieved  by  his  son,  the  eminent  surgeon.  The  Town  Records 
of  Ovster  Bav  show  frequent  conveyances  from  him,  indicating  that 
he  was  a  hirge  hmdholder.  Through  his  marriage  into  the  Townsend 
family  he  left  a  proud  heritage  to  his  descendants,  the  Townsends 
being  the  most  prominent  as  well  as  the  largest  property  holders  in 
the  town,  whose  descendants  are  still  numerous  and  influential,  both 
here  and  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Edmund's  wife  was  Sarah, 
daughter  of  "Mill  John"  Townsend,  a  name  gi\'en  to  distinguish 
him  from  contemporaneous  "  Johns,"  of  which  there  were  several 
living  there. 

The  Townsend  Memorial  states  that  "Among  the  most  important 
offices  of  the  town,  if  not  the  most  so,  was  that  of  surveyor.  Two 
were  elected  every  year,  but  the  same  ones  were  elected  many  times." 
John  Townsend  at  Mill  held  the  ofhce  nineteen  years,  being  elected 
in  1686  with  Thomas  Weeks,  who  served  with  him  until  1705,  and 
was  succeeded  by  his  nephew  (3d)  Henry.  He  and  "Rhode  Island 
John"  both  dying  in  1709,  were  replaced  after  a  short  interval  by 
James  Townsend  of  Jericho,  and  George  Townsend  of  Oyster  Bay. 
John  Townsend's  influence  was  felt  throughout  the  country.  While 
popular  with  his  neighbors,  he  was  a  man  of  strong  con\'ictions,  and 
led  others,  rather  than  followed,  his  neighbors  having  great  confidence 
in  his  skill  and  good  judgment.  The  xery  nature  of  his  employment 
led  to  his  becoming  a  peacemaker  among  his  neighbors,  from  the 
fact  that  he  prevented  much  useless  litigation. 

Among  his  children  was  a  daughter  Sarah  who  was  married  to 
Edmund  Wright.      They  had  issue: 

I.    Nicholas  Wright. 

II.  Jotham,  born   1708;    died   1777;    married  Tabitha  Sammins. 
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III.  Daniel,  married  Rachel  Horton. 

IV.  Thomas  Wright.      See  record. 

V.    Edmund  Wright  (3). 

VI.  Zerina  Wright,  married,  1736,  John,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Wright. 

Dr.  Thoxlas  Wright,  fourth  child  of  Edmund  (2)  and  Sarah 
(Townsend)  Wright,  was  born  at  Ovster  Bav  in  i  7  i  9.  He  seems  to 
have  been  the  first  to  develop  the  talents  that  had  long  remained  dor- 
mant in  this  familv,  an  inheritance  from  their  English  ancestors,  the 
growth  of  which  were  prevented  by  an  unfortunate  environment. 
I'Vom  this  environment  he  emerged  and  under  more  favorable  con- 
ditions made  the  name  famous  and  his  deeds  are  inscribed  on  the 
pages  of  American  historv  not  only  as  a  brave  and  loval  subject  of 
the  English  go\ernment  during  the  colonial  period  but  as  one  of  the 
noblest  patriots  and  martvrs  who  died  in  defence  of  American  liber- 
ties. He  remo\'ed  from  Ovster  Bav  to  the  town  of  East  Chester, 
Westchester  Countv,  N.  Y.,  where  he  achieved  a  great  reputation  as 
a  phvsician  and  surgeon.  Of  his  early  life  at  Ovster  Bav  but  little 
is  knovN'n.  He  doubtless  received  a  thorough  education,  which 
fitted  him  for  his  chosen  profession,  after  which  he  sought  a  wider 
field  for  practice.  His  opportunity  came  while  he  was  still  pursuing 
his  medical  studies  or  perhaps  had  just  begun  practice  in  his  native 
town.  He  had  reached  his  twenty- fifth  year  when  in  i  7-1.-1.  news 
came  that  I'Vance  had  declared  war  against  Great  Britain.  This  was 
known  as  "King  George's  War"  because  King  George  I.  was  then 
on  the  throne  of  England.  In  the  New  York  Historical  Societv  Li- 
brary there  is  a  large  steel  engra\'ing  representing  a  naval  engagement. 
This  contains  the  following  inscription: 
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"A     Draught    of    an     Engagement    between     Guardaloupe    and 

GrANDTERRE     on     the      I2TH      OF      NOVEMBER,     I74O,      BETWEEN     YE      BrIG 

Greyhound    of    New  York,   Rich.  Jeffrey,  Comm'r,  of    14    Guns   and 

92    MEN,    AND    YE    La    FlEURY,    A    FrENCH     SHIP     OF     2  2    GuNS    AND    84    MEN, 

AND  A  French  Privateer  Sloop  of  14  Guns  and  130  men.  Wherein 
Capt.  Jeffrey  and  Company  Behaved  very  Gallantly,  and  after  an 
Engagemen  r  of  5  hours  obliged  ye  Privateer  to  Sheer  off  and  took 
ye  Ship." 


Subsequent  events  show  that  the  Brig  Greyhound  captured  the 
French  ship  and  brought  her  as  a  prize  to  New  York.  It  was  on 
this  ship  that  Dr.  Thomas  Wright  served  as  Assistant  Surgeon  and 
bore  an  honorable  part  in  the  above  described  engagement.  The 
New  York  Post  Boy  oi  januarv  19,  1746,  savs:  "In  the  afternoon 
of  Mondav  last  there  came  into  our  Harbor  with  much  difficultv 
thro'  the  Ice,  the  French  Prize  Ship,  taken  bv  Capt.  jefFrev  in  the 
Greyhound  Privateer  of  this  Port.  Her  cargo  is  not  supposed  to  be 
ver^^  valuable,  most  of  the  stores  being  taken  out  bv  the  French  Men 
of    War  as  Occasion  demanded.      She   has   about    60    Bales  of  Wines, 
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100  Small  Arms,  a  parcel  of  Shoes,  and  some  Soldiers'  Cloaths  on 
board.  We  hear  she  is  to  be  removed  out  ot  the  Harbor  again  with- 
out being  unloaded  on  suspicion  of   her  being  an  infected  ship." 

It  is  probable  that  the  Privateer  Greyhound  continued  in  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war  in  1  748  and  that  Dr.  Wright  remained  on 
her  as  surgeon.  As  he  shared  in  the  prize  monev  he  must  have  accu- 
mulated quite  a  sum.  Whether  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Ovster 
Bay  after  this  is  not  known,  but  in  1755,  as  has  alreadv  been  stated, 
he  settled  in  Kast  Chester,  N.  Y.,  where  he  soon  had  an  extensive 
practice  and  was  known  far  and  wide  for  his  skill  as  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  He  had  large  real  estate  holdings  in  Westchester  County, 
and  among  other  properties  he  owned  the  old  Tide  Mill  which  ground 
all  the  grain  of  the  farmers  for  miles  around;  the  mill  site  and  a 
portion  of  the  building  are  still  standing.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
public  buildings  of  the  town  in  1760,  and  held  other  positions  of 
trust  and  honor.  He  was  elected  Senior  Warden  of  St.  Paul's  Epis- 
copal Church  in  1765,  and  was  instrumental  in  the  erection  of  the 
church  edifice,  which  is  still  used  as  a  place  of  worship  bv  that  church 
and  congregation. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution  he  at  once 
took  sides  with  the  patriots,  and  rendered  great  service  in  his  atten- 
tion to  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  Continental  Army.  He  was 
finally  captured  bv  the  British  and  imprisoned  in  the  provost  jail 
(Citv  Hall  Park),  and  fell  a  victim  to  the  cruelties  of  that  monster, 
Cunningham.  His  body  was  thrown  into  the  trenches  in  the  rear  of 
the  present  citv  hall,  this  localitv  being  known  for  vears  as  the 
"Grave  of  the  Martyrs."  His  remains  were  subsequently  recovered 
and  buried  in  TrinitN'  churchyard.  New  York.  Thus  perished  one 
of  the  noblest  martvrs  of  the  Re\^olution,  whose  birthplace  and   early 
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home  were  at  Ovster  Bav.  The  memory  of  such  a  man  should  be 
kept  green  by  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  in  the  old  grave- 
yard at  that  place.  Dr.  Wright  married,  first,  Sarah  Cooper;  the 
name  of  his  second  wife  is  unknown;  his  third  wife  was  Nancy.  His 
children  were  Stephen  and  others. 

Stephen  Wright,  son  of  Dr.  Thomas  and    Nancy  ( )  Wright, 

was  born  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  Nov.  25,  1770.  He  settled  in  New 
York  City,  and  followed  the  business  of  shipwright.  He  subse- 
quentlv  entered  into  partnership  with  Charles  Browne,  and  this  firm 
was  the  leading  one  in  their  line  of  business.  Among  other  well 
known  vessels  built  by  this  firm  was  Robert  Fulton's  steamboat,  the 
Clermont,  the  first  steamboat  to  ascend  the  Hudson  ri\'er.  Henrv 
Howe,  in  his  work  entitled  <<  Memoirs  of  the  Most  Kminent  Ameri- 
can Mechanics,"  says:  "In  the  spring  of  1807  Fulton's  first  American 
steamboat  was  launched  from  the  shipvard  of  Charles  Browne  &  Co. 
on  the  Fast  ri\  er.  The  engine  from  England,  was  put  on  board  of 
her,  and  in  August  she  was  completed  and  v\  as  moved  by  her  ma- 
chinery from  her  birthplace  to  the  Jersey  shore." 

Mr.  Wright  was  an  acti\  e  participant  in  the  War  of  1812-15  and 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  earthworks  at  ¥t.  Greene,  Brook- 
lyn. He  died  Nov.  24,  1834,  and  was  buried  in  the  Dodge  grave- 
yard at  Jericho,  L.  I.  He  was  twice  married;  his  second  wife  was 
Martha  Dodge,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Phebe  Dodge,  of  Jericho,  to 
whom  he  was  married  March  28,  1805.  ^^  ^'^^  probablv  a  de- 
scendant of  Thomas  of  Cow  Neck,  and  Tristam  of  Block  Island, 
who  settled  there  in  1700.  Stephen  Wright,  by  his  wife  Phebe 
(^Dodge)  Wright,  had  issue  Daniel  Dodge  Wright;  John,  died  in  in- 
fancy. 
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Daniri,  Dodgk  Wright,  son  of  Stephen  and  Martha  (Dodge) 
Wright,  was  born  in  New  York  Citv,  January  24,  1809.  He  had 
the  best  educational  advantages  to  ht  him  for  a  business  life  procured 
at  that  time,  and  after  completing  his  studies  he  entered  his  father's 
employ;  but  he  soon  discovered  that  a  mercantile  career  was  more 
to  his  liking,  and  in  1834  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  step- 
brother William,  in  the  hardware  trade.  After  a  few  years  they  sep- 
arated, William  going  to  Philadelphia  and  engaging  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  famous  "  Wright's  Indian  Vegetable  Pills,"  which  attained 
a  world-wide  reputation.  Daniel  continued  in  the  hardware  business 
in  New  York,  and  became  one  of  the  most  successful  merchants  of 
his  day.  He  was  a  leading  man  in  the  hardware  trade,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  the  ''old  fashioned"  principles  of  square 
dealing  and  always  gi\'ing  "value  received"  to  his  customers. 

He  rendered  important  military  service  to  the  state  from  1844 
to  i860  as  a  member  of  the  Independent  Veteran  Corps  of  Artillery. 
Previous  to  that — from  1828  to  1840 — he  was  a  member  of  Co.  B, 
Washington  Guards.  His  commission  and  sword  are  preserved  with 
great  care  by  his  son  Stephen,  who  with  pride  can  cross  it  with  his 
own,  he  too  ha\  ing  served  the  state  with  honor  and  distinction,  and 
earned  the  honors  which  were  heaped  upon  him  by  admiring 
comrades. 

The  remaining  years  of  the  latter  part  of  the  life  of  his  honored 
father  were  spent  in  "Deeds  of  devoted  charity."  A  man  of  genial 
disposition  and  kindness  of  heart,  he  never  neglected  an  opportunity 
to  help  his  fellow  men  by  his  advice  and  counsel,  as  well  as  by  ma- 
terial aid.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence  and  dignified  bearing, 
and  commanded  as  well  as  won  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.       He  was   a   frequent    and    interested    visitor   at    the 
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family  homestead  of  his  wife  at  Jericho,  L.  T.,  as  well  as  at  the  scenes 
of  his  earlv  childhood  at  Oyster  l^av.  He  was  buried  in  the  old 
family  plot  at  Jericho.  His  death,  April  29,  1892,  was  the  result  of 
an  accident. 

He  married,  April  14,  1840,  Mary  Frost  Mott,  daughter  of  Ste- 
phen Mott,  son  of  James,  son  of  Richard,  son  of  Samuel,  son  of 
John  (2),  son  of  John  (  i  ),  son  of  Adam  Mott,  the  Long  Island 
ancestor. 


THE    MOTT   AND   ALLIED    FAMILIES 


The  name  of  Mott,  or  Dc  la  Mottc,  is  French,  and  not  uncom- 
mon. De  la  Motte  Fenelon  was  the  great  Archbishop  ot  Canbrai. 
The  Mott  family  had  been  prominent  in  the  county  of  Essex,  Eng- 
land, for  several  centuries,  and  doubtless  came  originally  from  France, 
perhaps  with  William  the  Conqueror.  After  a  time  the  prefix  had 
been  usually  abandoned,  although  De  Motte  or  De  la  Motte  is  still 
retained  in  some  families,  both  in  this  country  and  in  England.  The 
Motts  of  Essex,  England,  owned  many  manors,  and  the  main  line 
can  be  traced  for  more  than  liye  hundred  years,  and  is  connected  by 
marriage  with  many  distinguished  families  of  England.  The  coat 
armour  of  the  county  Essex  line  is  described  as 

Ar>ns — Sable  a  crescent  argent. 

Crest — An  estoile  of  eight  points  argent. 

Motto — Spectemus  agendo  (Let  us  be  examined  by  our  conduct). 

I'he  Motts  of  Essex  overflowed  into  adjoining  counties  and  an 
earlier  Adam  Mott  came  from  England  from  the  adjacent  county  of 
Cambridge  to  Boston  several  years  before  Adam  Mott  of  Essex,  Eng- 
land, was  in  New  Amsterdam.  In  Wright's  History  of  the  County 
of  Essex,  England,  is  shown  a  partial  genealogy  of  the  family,  from 
which  the  following  is  taken,  and  the  similarity  of  names  indicate 
relationship  with  the  American  ancestors. 

"John  Mott  had  lands  in  Stratford  in   1375. 
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"Thomas  Mott  of  Braintree,  married  Alice  Mead  and  had  sons 
John  and  Mark. 

"John  Mott  married  1557,  Catharine  Roke,  who  died  in  1571, 
and  he  then  married  |oan,  sister  of  Sir  Robert  Gardiner,  president  of 
Ireland  in  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Bv  this  wife  he  had  a 
daughter  Marv,  who  married  a  son  of  judge  Clench  of  Holbrook,  in 
Suffolk.  They  had  a  son,  Capt.  Robert  Clench.  John  Mott  died 
in    1595.      Joan,  his  wife,  died  in    1602." 

The  records  of  the  Dutch  church  of  New  Amsterdam  show  that 
Adam  Mott  of  that  place,  was  married  there  on  the  28th  of  fuly, 
1647,  to  jane  Hulet  of  Buckingham,  England.  The  record  shows 
that  neither  had  been  married  before.  About  a  year  before  this 
date — April  23,  164.6 — the  Dutch  government  of  New  Netherlands 
granted  to  Adam  Mott  twenty  morgens  of  land  at  Maspeth  Kil 
(Newtown  Creek).  The  Albany  records  (\'ol.  iv.  pages  187-89-go) 
also  mention  Adam  Mott  as  a  witness  in  the  court  in  New  Amster- 
dam October  22,  1645,  and  also  |ul\-  6,  1644.  He  apparently 
remained  in  New  Amsterdam  several  years,  for  according  to  the  same 
church  record,  his  infant  son  Adam  was  baptized  Now  11,1  649,  the 
sponsors  being  Thomas  Hall,  Olaff  Stevenson  Van  Cortlandt  and 
Elsie  Muytiens  (Alice  Newton,  wife  of  Capt.  Bryan  Newton). 
These  were  among  the  most  respectable  people  of  the  infant  city, 
then  numbering  a  thousand  souls.  James,  the  second  son  of  Adam, 
was  baptized  October  15,  1651,  the  sponsors  being  Rebecca  Cornell 
who  subsequently  married  George  Wolsey,  Bryan  Newton  and  Carl 
Ver  Brugge  (Charles  Bridges),  who  married  Sarah  Cornell,  sister  of 
Rebecca  and  widow  of  Thomas  Willett  and  mother  of  Col.  Thomas 
Willett. 
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The  Maspeth,  L.  1.,  records  show  that  Adam  Mott,  soon  after 
the  birth  of  his  second  son,  James,  moved  to  Hempstead.  Adam 
Mott  was  chosen  one  of  the  townsmen  March  17,  1657.  At  that 
time,  and  for  long  afterward,  the  neck  of  hind  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town  between  Hempstead  Harbor  on  the  east,  and  Cow  Bav — 
now  Manhasset  Bay — on  the  west,  was  common  pasture  for  the 
town,  and  hence  was  called  Cow  Neck.  It  was  already  enclosed  by 
a  fence  about  three  miles  long  from  the  "Head  of  the  Harbor" — 
now  Roslvn — to  the  head  of  Cow  Bay — now  Manhasset.  From  this 
fence  to  the  Sound  the  neck  was  about  five  miles  in  length  from 
north  to  south,  and  from  two  to  three  miles  in  width  between 
Hempstead  Harbor  and  Cow  Bay,  making  about  8000  acres.  Adam 
Mott's  descendants  have  been  living  on  Cow  Neck  from  the  time  of 
the  first  settlement  to  the  present  time. 

The  fence  referred  to  consisted  of  526  panels  or  gates,  and  was 
maintained  bv  60  contributors,  whose  right  of  pasturage  was  propor- 
tioned to  the  "gates  of  fence"  which  each  maintained.  As  the  gates 
and  bars  of  the  town  fence  were  often  left  open,  seven  men  were 
appointed  bv  the  town,  one  being  Adam  Mott,  each  to  keep  the 
gates  shut  nearest  his  own  house.  This  would  indicate  that  Adam 
Mott's  residence  at  that  time  was  somewhere  near  the  line  between 
the  present  village  of  Manhasset  and  Roslyn. 

In  the  assessment  list,  October  11,  1685,  appears  the  name  of 
Adam  Mott,  St.,  M^qo;  Adam  Mott,  [r.,  J^ioo.  The  elder  Mott 
was  an  industrious,  enterprising  man  and  accumulated  quite  a  com- 
petence. He  had  the  respect  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and  was  occas- 
ionally put  forward  to  represent  their  interests.  He  was  never 
identified  with  the  Society  of  1^'riends  as  were  most  of  his  descendants. 


172  LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC   HOMES. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  he  had  a  musket  which  couki  kill  an  Indian 
at  the  distance  ot  a  mile.  He  had  probably  tested  it,  and  would  no 
doubt  use  it  in  self  defense  if  occasion  required.  Adam  Mott,  Sen., 
was  twice  married.  The  records  of  the  Dutch  church  at  New  Am- 
sterdam show  that  on  July  28,  1647,  he  married  jane  Hulet  of 
Buckingham,  England.      The  issue  of  this  marriage  was 

I.      Adam  Mott,  eldest  son,  baptized  Nov.  14.,  1649;    married 
in  the  Dutch  church,  New  York   1678,  Marv  Stilwell. 
II.      James  Mott,  born  October  5th,   1651. 

III.  Grace    Mott,  born    about   1653;    married  Jonathan  Rock 
Smith. 

IV.  I'dizabcth  Mott,  born    1655;    married  |ohn  Kissam. 

V.      Henrv  Mott,  born    1657;    married    Hannah;    died    1681. 
VI.      John  Mott,  born    1659;    married  Sarah  Seaman. 
VII.      Joseph    Mott,  born    1661;    died   1735;    married   Mariam. 

VIII.      Gersham  Mott,  born    1663;    moved  to  New  jersey. 

There  is  no  record  of  the  death  of  }anc  Hulet,  the  first  wife 
of  Adam  Mott.  He  married  second  about  1667  Elizabeth  Riclibell, 
daughter  of  John  Richbell,  an  original  patentee  of  Mamaroneck, 
Westchester  Countv,  N.  Y.  Richbell  had  li\'ed  in  Ovster  Bay,  and 
had  been  a  neighbor  of  Adam  Mott  before  going  to  Mamoroneck  in 
1662. 

John  Richbell  was  the  first  purchaser  from  the  Indians  of  the 
land  now  known  as  Mamaroneck.  His  grant  from  the  Indians  is 
dated  Sept.  23,  1661.  But  as  the  jurisdiction  o\xr  the  territory 
was-  claimed  by  the  Dutch  gcnernment  of  New  Amsterdam,  John 
Richbell,  on  Dec.  24,  1661,  applied  for  and  obtained  letters  patent 
promising  to  respect  the   Dutch  sovereignty.      The  patent   was    dated 
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May  6,  1662.  After  the  English  occupation  of  the  Colony  took  place 
in  1664,  Richbell  applied  tor  an  luiglish  confirmation  ot  his  patent, 
which  was  granted  by  Gov.  Lovelace,  Oct.   16,   1668. 

Elizabeth  Richbell,  the  second  wife  of  Adam  Mott  (1  )  ga\'e  her 
hrst  son  her  familv  name  of  Richbell.  Her  second  son  she  called 
Adam  after  his  father,  and  notwithstanding  that  his  eldest  son  by  his 
hrst  wife,  (ane  Hulct,  was  also  called  Adam,  and  was  still  living,  so 
that  there  were  two  half  brothers  in  Adam  Mott's  family,  each  bear- 
ing at  the  same  time  their  father's  name  of  Adam  and  in  his  will  he 
was  obliged  to  distinguish  between  them  as  mv  "eldest  son  Adam" 
and  "my  younger  son  Adam."  The  children  of  this  second  mar- 
riage were: 

IX.       Richbell,   born    1668;    married   Oct.  4,    1696,   Elizabeth. 

X.      Marvanne,  born  about   1670. 
XI.      Adam  Mott,  the  younger,  born  about   1672. 
XII.      William   Mott,   born    20    |an.,    1674,    married    Hannah, 
daughter  of    )ohn    Seaman    (2),    eldest   son    of    Capt.  John    Seaman 
of    Hempstead. 

XIII.      Charles  Mott,  born  about   1676. 

Will  of  Adam  Mott,  Sen. 
I,  Adam  Mott,  lying  very  weak,  do  declare  this  to  be  my  last 
will  and  testament  from  this  day,  being  through  God's  mercy  in  my 
right  sense.  I  do  humbly  surrender  and  give  my  soul  and  spirit  to 
God  which  gave  it  me  and  mv  body  to  the  earth  to  be  buried  in  a 
decent  manner,  that  my  just  debts  that  shall  be  made  appear  shall  be 
paid  justly,  the  creditors  so  applying.  I  do  gi\'e  to  my  eldest  son 
Adam  Mott  fifty  acres  of  land  that  he  is  to  take  up  and  five  shillings 
in  money;    to  my  son  James  I  give  two  cows  and  a  Hollow  lying  by 
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the  Harbor  path  and  my  Kersey  westcoat  and  my  Searsy  drawers  and 
mv  new  Hatt;  to  my  daughter  Grace  1  give  four  great  pewter  plat- 
ters and  those  Hollows  lying  between  the  Great  Run  and  Turner's 
Hook;  those  two  Hollows  which  Iveth  on  the  left  hand  of  the  path, 
going  to  the  town  from  Madnan's  Neck;  and  those  Hollows  lying  in 
next  to  the  other  side  of  the  path  by  the  Great  Run;  the  said  land 
to  remain  to  her  and  her  heirs  forever;  to  my  son  |ohn  1  do  give  to 
my  Lott  of  Meadow  lying  at  the  Wheat  Neck,  and  my  Hollow  by 
the  Harbor  path;  to  my  son  Joseph  I  give  a  hundred  acres  of  land 
where  he  shall  see  good  to  take  it  up  for  his  use  which  is  yet  untaken 
up,  and  a  Hollow  lying  bv  the  West  Hollow  in  the  Sandy  Hollow. 
To  my  fsonl  Gersham  I  do  give  live  cows;  to  my  son  Henry's  three 
children  I  do  give  one  two  year  old  heifer.  To  my  dear  wife  Eliza- 
beth Mott,  all  the  children  1  have  had  by  her,  I  do  give  and  bequeath 
my  house  and  lott  upon  Madnan's  Neck,  and  with  all  the  rest  of 
my  said  Estate  except  mentioned  in  my  will  aforesaid,  Moveables  and 
Immoveables,  with  all  and  every  part  thereof  to  stand  and  remain  to 
my  wife's  children,  only  my  House  and  Orchard  and  home  Lott  at 
Hempstead,  and  the  Mill  Hollow  in  particular  do  I  give  to  my  younger 
son  Adam,  but  in  case  my  wife  Elizabeth  shoidd  see  cause  to  marry, 
that  then  the  Estate  which  I  have  given  to  my  wife's  children  shall 
be  equally  divided  into  four  parts  and  my  wife  Elizabeth  to  have  and 
enjoy  the  one  part  and  those  children  which  I  have  had  by  her  shall 
have  the  other  three  parts  to  be  Equally  divided  between  them.  And 
I  do  give  unto  my  wife  Elizabeth  for  her  life  time,  if  she  shall  see 
Cause,  my  House  and  Land  at  Madnan's  Neck  and  a  Lott  of 
Meadow,  and  if  my  wife  doth  Remain  a  Widow,  that  there  should 
be  none  of  the  children  to  enjoy  any  of  the  said  Estate  until  they 
marry.      Except  that  my  wife  shall  see  cause  to  the  contrary.      As  to 
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four  proprietorships  which  I  have  in  the  bounds  of  Hemstead  I  do 
give  unto  my  wife  Elizabeth  and  her  children  hrst  to  take  her  choice 
of  two  of  the  said  proprietorships,  and  the  other  two  to  be  equally 
divided  amongst  mv  four  Eldest  Sons  in  Equal  proportions  and  vxith 
all  and  Every  Part  of  this  my  will  and  Testament,  I  do  hereby  desire 
mav  be  performed  in  all  particulars,  as  witness  my  hand  and  seal  this 
12th  dav  of    March,  Anno  Dom.,   1681. 

Before  making  his  will  Adam  Mott  had  made  provision  for  his 
children  bv  his  first  wife  as  shown  by  the  following  from  the  Town 
Records  of    Hempstead. 

"Be  It  known  unto  all  men  home  this  presant  mav  now  or  here- 
after consarn  that  I  addam  mott,  Sener,  inhabitant  in  the  bounds 
of  Hemsted  in  the  North  Riding  of  new  Yorksher  doe  give  and  grant 
unto  my  four  sonnes  by  my  first  wiffe  fane  mott,  viz,  Addam, 
jeames,  John  and  Joseph  two  of  my  proprietorships  rits  belonging  to 
me  in  the  Towne  of  Hemsted,  viz,  the  propryartiship  of  John  Coon- 
ish  and  the  proprietyship  of  william  Lawrence  with  all  the  rits, 
previleges  and  apurtenances  that  here  after  shall  any  wav  belong  unto 
them  from  the  day  and  date  of  these  presant  writing  to  be  equally 
devided  between  the  above  specified  four  sonnes.  I  say  1  doe  hereby 
fully  and  freeley  give  and  grant  to  them  their  Eyers  and  assigns  for 
Ever  without  molestation  or  disturbance  from  me  or  any  under  me, 
as  witness  my  hand  and  scale  this  24th  dav  of    July,    1682." 

[ohn  Mott,  sixth  child  of  Adam  and  |ane  (Hulet)  Mott,  was 
born  1658-9  as  shown  by  the  following  from  the  town  records  of 
Hempstead:  At  "a  Court  held  at  Hempstead  23  Nov.  1681.  The 
testimonv  of  fohn  Mott  aged  about  23"  regarding  the  deliverv  of  a 
cow  to  one  of    the  neighbors. 
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''March  26,  1688.  John  Mott's  Record  of  seventy-iive  acres  of 
woodland,  Lying  between  ye  low  west  meddow  bounded  East  by 
gorg  hulet's  land,  north  and  south  by  marked  trees,  and  west  by  ye 
second  west  meddow  or  a  highway  by  ye  sd  meddo." 

An  application  was  made,  and  signed  by  John  Mott  and  others 
from  "John  Stuard  desiring  to  settle  at  Hempstead  as  a  Coper  as  also 
to  practice  ye  art  of  Surgery.       Hempstead,  |uly  ye   11,    1691." 

John  Mott  is  frequently  referred  to  in  the  Town  Record  as 
"Gent,"  showing  the  high  social  position  he  held  in  the  community. 
He  was  frequently  in  public  office,  being  chosen  fence  viewer;  April 
7,  1713,  was  elected  surveyor  of  highways.  He  was  re-elected  in 
1714,  and  again  in    1715. 

Application  was  made  by  John  Tredwell,  William  Cornell,  Jacob 
Smith,  Esq.,  )ohn  Searing  and  Rd.  Thorne,  that  they  should  have  liberty 
granted  to  them  to  take  up  a  quantity  of  half  an  acre  of  land  at  or 
near  the  place  where  the  old  church  now  stands,  whereon  to  build  a 
church,  wherein  to  perform  dixine  service  according  to  the  usage  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  also  for  a  churchyard  or  burying  place. 
"Ordered  That  Thomas  Gildersleeve  and  John  Mott,  gents,  do  sur- 
vey and  lay  out  to  the  above  said  persons  ^  an  acre  of  land." 
April  2,  173+,  "|ohn  Mott  and  Thomas  Gildersleeve  by  order  of  the 
town  set  apart  half  an  acre  for  a  new  church  west  of  the  old  one. 
Anthony  Selverton,  the  head  workman  on  the  place  had  4s.  6d.  and 
found." 

It  is  known  that  John  Mott  possessed  considerable  property,  but 
his  will  has  not  been  found.  If  he  belonged  to  the  Society  of 
Friends  he  was  not  at  all  active,  and  there  is  no  record  of  meetings 
being  held  at  his  house,  and  his  name  does  not  appear  among  the 
list  of  Friends  in  any  of  the  records.      That  he  was  popular  with    the 
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people  of  Hempstead  is  evidenced  by  his  frequent  elections  to  public 
office.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Capt.  (ohn  Seaman.  The 
origin  of  this  name  is  indicated  by  the  coat  armour, 

A7->?ts — l^arry  wavy  of  six  argent  and  azure;    a  crescent  or 

Crest — A  demi-seahorse  salient  argent. 

Capt.  [ohn  Seaman  probably  came  from  England  before  1643, 
as  his  name  appears  on  the  Salem,  Mass.,  records  that  year,  and  the 
following  year  he  was  in  Stamford,  Conn.,  and  a  leader  among  the 
colonists  of  that  town.  The  History  of  (Queens  County,  N.  Y., 
states  that  "One  of  the  earliest  settlements  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Qjieens  county  was  made  at  Jerusalem  and  a  tract  of  land  which 
comprised  about  all  of  the  territory  of  the  present  town  of  Hempstead 
east    of    the    bushy    plains   and    north  of  the  islands  in  the  South  Bay. 

"This  tract  appears  to  have  claimed  the  attention  of  Capt.  )ohn 
Seaman  and  Robert  Jackson  while  acting  as  a  pioneer  committee  to 
the  permanent  settlement  at  Hempstead  made  by  the  colony  from 
Stamford,  Conn.,  in  1644,  and  a  large  part  of  it  to  have  been  secured 
by  Capt.  [ohn  Seaman  from  the  Indians  at  that  time,  as  more  than 
1500  acres  of  the  same  lying  east  of  the  township  purchase  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  Gov.  Keift  patent  including  all  the  meadows  and 
uplands  of  Ruskatux  Neck,  were  held  by  him  individually.  The 
selection  of  such  a  body  of  land  shows  the  remarkable  sagacity  of 
these  two  men." 

On  December  21,  1656,  [ohn  Seaman  and  Richard  Gildersleeve 
were  nominated  by  the  town  of  Hempstead  and  appointed  magis- 
trates by  Gov.  Stuyvesant.  In  March,  1658,  John  Seaman  and 
others  were  sent  by  the  town  in  concert  with  Checkman,  an  Indian 
representative  of  the  Montauk  Sachem  and  other  Indians  if  they 
came,  to  lay  out  the  bounds  of  the  town,  to  be  known  by  marked 
trees,  etc.,  and  to  "continue    forever." 
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The  will  of  Capt.  John  Seaman,  dated  August  25,  1694,  gives 
to  his  sons  some  2700  acres,  2200  ot  which  were  in  Jerusalem 
(town  of  Hempstead).  That  in  addition  to  his  great  abilities  he 
lived  and  practiced  justice  and  fair  dealing  is  proven  by  the  fact  that 
no  complaints  were  made  bv  the  Indians  against  him  for  wrong  done 
them,  as  was  so  common  with  mt)st  of  the  proprietors  and  settlers. 
Once,  when  the  Indians  had  planned  a  massacre,  a  friendlv  Indian 
gave  him  timely  notice  and  the  calamity  was  averted.  C^apt.  John 
Seaman  married  first,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Strickland  ;  married 
second,  Martha  Moore,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  (Youngs) 
Moore.  Their  fifth  child  was  Surdh^  born  about  1675;  married  to 
John  Mott. 

John  Mott,  bv  his  wife  Sarah  (Seaman)  Mott,  had  issue 

1.      Henrv  Mott  of  Hempstead. 
II.       'Jo/i/i  Mott,   'J/-.,  married  Rebecca  ;    died    17 — . 

III.  James. 

IV.  Patrick,   born    1707;    died   1751;    married  Deborah  . 

John    Mott,  Jr.,  son    of    |ohn    Mott  (  i  ),  was    born    about   1688. 

He  was  an  industrious  farmer  and  a  useful  citizen,  but  his  name  does 
not  appear  on  the  records  as    holding    office.      He    married    Rebecca 

,  and  had  the  following  named  children: 

I.      John  Mott  (3),  died  before  1751. 
II.      Samuel  Mott,  born  January   12,   1712. 

III.  Micajah,  married  Rachel  . 

IV.  John,  married   1748   Ruth    Powell,    daughter    of    Thomas 
and  Abigail  (Hallock)  Mott;    he  died    1781. 

V.  Sarah,  married  a  Hulse. 

VI.  Martha,  married  Daniel  Carman. 

VII.  Rebecca. 

VIII.  Phebe. 

IX.  Jacob,  married  Kesiah  Searing. 
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Samuel    Mott,    second    child    of   John,    Jr.,  and  Rebecca  ( ) 

Mott,  was  born  January  12,  1712.  He  married  December  9,  1734, 
Hannah  Wood,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oyster 
Hay.  He  was  a  farmer  of  quiet  and  retiring  disposition,  and  not 
particularly  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  died  in  Hempstead,  April 
7,  1780.  His  will  was  dated  Sept.  6,  1775.  By  his  wife  Rebecca, 
he  had  issue,  Richard^  |ohn,  Samuel,  jehu  and  probably  other  children. 

Richard  Mott,  eldest  child  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  ( )  Mott, 

was  born  jiilv  i,  1736.  He  resided  in  Hempstead,  where  he  was  a 
prosperous  and  enterprising  farmer.  If  he  possessed  any  mechanical 
genius  which  was  developed  in  the  son,  it  is  not  known.  His  name 
does  not  often  appear  on  the  town  records.  His  will  was  dated 
August  30,    1775,  and  he  died  September  2,  following.       He  married 

i^hoebe    .       Her    will    was    dated  at  Oyster  Bay,  June  30,   1815, 

and  presented  for  probate  in    1834.      Their  children  were 

I.         Amy,  married   Smith. 

n.       James    Mott,  born  about   1667;    married  Amy  Powell. 

III.       Hannah  Mott,  born  after  her  father's  death;    married  

Sim  on  son. 

James  Mott,  onlv  son  of  Richard  and   Phoebe    ( )    Mott,  was 

born  in  the  little  village  of  Westbury,  town  of  North  Hempstead, 
about  1767.  He  had  only  a  common  school  education,  and  his 
experimental  knowledge  was  limited  to  the  simple  farm  life  which  he 
followed  until  he  grew  to  manhood.  With  these  environments  he 
became  one  of  the  great  inxentors  and  niechanical  geniuses  of  his 
time,  and  deserxes  to  rank  with  such  men  as  John  Fitch,  Robert 
Fulton,  Oliver  Evans,  Amos  Whittemore  and  Eli  Whitney,  who  laid 
the  foundation  for  subsequent  commercial  greatness. 


h 


J 


D 

o 

w 
X 


LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC   HOMES.  i8i 


James  Mott  is  first  introduced  to  the  public  as  the  owner,  pro- 
prietor and  operator  of  a  large  two-storv  mill  fronting  on  the  main 
road  opposite  and  within  a  few  feet  of  the  Whitney  mansion  at 
Westbury.  In  this  mill  was  manufactured  table  cloths,  napkins, 
bed  covers,  sheets,  and  almost  every  class  of  linen  and  woolen  goods, 
including  carpets,  required  for  the  household.  He  was  assisted  in 
the  general  management  by  his  daughter  Ann,  who  not  only  possessed 
the  mechanical  genius  of  her  father,  but  was  a  natural  born  artist, 
and  designed  the  patterns  for  the  carpets  and  other  goods  of  fine 
workmanship.  Although  the  demand  was  limited  to  a  "home 
market,"  it  was  very  great  and  required  at  times  the  labor  of  several 
operators.  'i'he  farmers  brought  their  i\i\x  and  wool,  and  in  due 
time  returned  with  the  manufactured  goods.  All  the  machinery 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  these  goods  was  invented  and  constructed 
bv  Mr.  Mott.  His  motive  power,  familiar  to  many  people  still  living, 
was  as  original  as  it  was  ingenious,  and  was  supplied  entirely  by  ocean 
breezes,  as  were  the  tide  mills  by  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide.  From 
the  center  of  the  roof  was  set  a  high  pole  from  which  extended  ten 
arms.  To  these  were  attached  a  framework  of  moveable  shutters. 
These  arms  were  held  in  position  by  iron  guys  extending  from  the 
top  of  the  pole  to  the  end  of  the  arms.  'The  pole  formed  the  shaft 
on  which  the  wings  revolved,  and  it  mattered  not  in  which  direction 
the  wind  was,  these  were  kept  revolving  the  year  round,  furnishing 
all  the  motive  power  required,  without  the  use  of  fuel  of  any  kind. 
It  probably  never  occurred  to  Mr.  Mott  to  patent  any  of  his  inven- 
tions, but  there  is  little  doubt  that  he  laid  the  foundation  and 
furnished  the  brains  for  many  of  the  great  inventions  which  have 
succeeded  his.  His  son  James  inherited  the  father's  genius,  and  he 
and  his  sister  carried   on    the    manufacture   for   many   years    after   the 
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father's  death.  He  was  the  first  in  his  line  of  the  Mott  family  to 
adopt  the  religious  views  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  or  ()j^iakers,  and 
was  no  doubt  influenced  by  his  wife,  who  was  born  into  the  society. 
His  wife  was  Amy  Powell,  to  whom  he  was  married  about  1792. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Solomon  Powell  (2),  son  of  Solomon  (  i  ), 
son  of  Thomas  (2),  son  of  Thomas  (1).  These  were  all  connected 
with  the  Society  of  Friends.  Onderdonk  says  "Thomas  Powell  was 
an  acti\'e  Friend  of  Huntington,  and  moyed  thence  to  l^cthpage 
about  1688."  James  Mott,  by  his  wife  Amy  (Powell )  Mott,  had  issue, 
1.  Stephen  Mott,  born  March  1  g,  1793;  see  record. 
n.      Ann. 

ni.      Amy. 

IV.      Richard. 
V.      Jerusha. 

VI.      James. 

Stephen  Mott,  eldest  child  of  |ames  and  Amy  (Powell)  Mott, 
was  born  March  19,  1793.  He  inherited  none  of  his  father's 
mechanical  genius,  and  while  he  worked  occasionally  in  the  factory, 
he  spent  most  of  his  time  on  the  farm.  He  resided  in  Westbury  for 
many  years,  and  about  1840  he  bought  a  farm  in  Jericho  and  built 
the  homestead  still  standing  about  a  mile  west  of  Jericho  on  the  turn- 
pike and  about  two  miles  from  the  Hicksville  station.  It  was  in  this 
house  that  Stephen  Mott  Wright  was  born  and  was  named  from  his 
grandfather.  Stephen  Mott  was  a  thorough  farmer,  honest,  industri- 
ous, and  a  man  of  good  principles.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Society  of  I'riends,  in  which  faith  his  mother  had  instructed  him. 
Before  his  death  he  bought  a  farm  in  Roslyn  and  removed  there. 
He  died  at  the  residence  of  his  sister  at  Mt.  Kisco,  N.  Y.,  November 
23,     1873,    ^'^^    ^^^    buried    in    the    little    cemetery  attached    to  the 
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Friends'  meeting-house  at  Westburv,  L.  I.  He  married,  January  6, 
1815,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Charles  Frost,  of  Wheatley,  L.  I.,  son  of 
William  (2),  son  of  Wright  l^Vost,  son  of  William,  one  of  the  most 
conspicuous  of  the  early  settlers  of  Oyster  Bay.  On  her  maternal 
side  she  was  a  descendant  of  the  Rushmores,  another  old  and  well 
knovyn  Long  Island  family.      She  died  at  Roslyn,  L.  I.,  Jan.  20,  1864. 

Wright  Frost  the  great-grandfather  of  Sarah  Frost,  married  Mary 
Underhill,  daughter  of  |ohn  (2),  son  of  Captain  John  Underhill. 

Capt.  John  Ihidcrhill  was  one  of  the  most  noted  men  of  his  time, 
and  he  seems  to  have  found  in  the  tow  n  of  Oyster  Bay  a  permanent 
rest  for  his  restless  spirit.  He  was  born  in  Warwickshire,  England, 
and  died  at  Oyster  Bay  about  1672.  He  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Netherlands  and  at  Cadi/,.  He  came  to  New  Fngland  in  1630  with 
Winthrop,  and  was  a  representatiye  from  Boston  to  the  General 
Court.  He  was  appointed  by  Sir  Henry  Vane  to  command  the  col- 
onies' troops,  and  with  Capt.  )ohn  Mason  destroyeel  the  Indian  forts 
at  Mystic  in  1637,  and  broke  the  power  of  the  Pequods.  Being 
banished  from  Bost(Mi  on  account  of  his  religious  opinions,  he  went 
to  England,  and  in  1641  was  made  governor  of  Exeter  and  Dover, 
but  returned  to  this  country  and  settled  first  in  Stamford,  Connecti- 
cut,  removing  thence  to  Flushing,  L.  I.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
General  Court  of  the  New  Haven  colony  in  1643,  ^'^^  assistant 
justice  there,  and  held  an  important  command  during  the  hostilities 
with  the  Dutch  and  Indians  in  1643—6.  After  lighting  the  Indians 
successfully  in  Nev\'  England,  the  Dutch  goxernment  invited  him  to 
come  to  New  Amsterdam,  in  1649.  He  bought  in  1651,  a  place 
at  Southold,  L.  I.,  and  brought  his  family  there  in  1658,  but  losing 
his  wife  soon,  he  sold  his  home  in  1651  to  Thomas  Moore  and  set- 
tled   on    a   grant   of   land    at    Oyster  Bay,  at  a  place  which  he  named 
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Ivenilworth  or  KilHngworth,  and  joined  the  Society  of  Friends,  spend- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  days  in  peace  and  quietness,  beloved  and 
honored  by  his  neighbors.  He  had  among  other  children  a  son, 
John,    jr. 

John  Underhill  (  2  ),  son  of  John  (  1  ),  married  Mary  Prior,  daughter 
of  Matthew  and  Mary  Prior.  They  had  nine  children,  of  whom 
Mary  was  the  third.      She  was  married  to  Wright  l^Vost. 

Wright  Frost  by  his  wife  Mary  (Underhill)  I'Vost,  had  issue  Joseph 
and  William. 

William    Frost,    second    child    of   Wright    and    Mary    (Underhill) 

h'rost,    was     born     about  .      He    married,    first     Hannah    Prior, 

daughter  of  John  and  Flizabeth  l^rior;  married  second,  jemima 
Coles,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Coles.  By  his  first  wife  he  had  a  son, 
Charles. 

Charles  Frost,  son  of  William  and  Hannah  (Prior)  I'rost,  was 
born  about  1757.  He  married,  first  E'sther  Cock;  second,  Mary 
Rushmore.      Issue, 

Isaac  Frost,  born  about   1782. 

Phebe  Frost,  married  Samuel  B.  Titus. 

Sarah  Frost,  born  April    16,   1793,  was  married  to  Stephen  Mott. 

Stephen  Mott  by  his  wife  Sarah  (Frost)  Mott,  had 
I.      Mary  Frost  Mott,  married  Daniel  Dodge  Wright. 
II.      Lydia    Phcebe,    married    Hiram    P.    Perry,    of    New   York, 
and,  subsequently,  William  M.  Valentine,  of  Roslyn,  L.  I. 

III.      Valentine,  married  Ann  Elizabeth  Reynolds. 

Daniel  Dodge  Wright  by  his  wife  Mary  (Frost)  Wright,  had  issue 

Stephen  Mott  Wright,  born  August  16,    1841. 

Joseph  Henry  Wright,  died  in  infancy,  February  23,    1847. 
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Stephen  IHOtt  (Urigbt,  eldest  son  of  Damel  Dodge  Wright  and 
his  wife  Marv  Frost  (Mott)  Wright,  was  born  in  Jericho,  L.  I.,  the 
home  of  his  mother's  ancestors,  and  but  a  few  miles  from  the  homes 
of  his  paternal  ancestors.  He  inherited  many  of  the  traits  of  his 
sainted  mother,  who  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends, 
but  the  intellectual  endowments  and  strong,  robust,  manly  character 
and  manly  bearing  were  the  Wright's,  while  the  blood  of  the  Under- 
bills, Seamans  and  other  allied  families  have  helped  to  enrich  and  form 
a  noble  manhood.  It  was  the  sweet,  gentle  influence  and  guiding 
hand  of  a  godl\-  mother  that  shaped  his  course  through  life  and  gave 
to  him  those  lo\'able  traits  that  attracted  others  to  him,  and  made 
him  popular  among  his  associates,  and  forged  the  links  of  friendship 
that  have  followed  him  through  life.  From  his  boyhood  up,  his  life 
has  been  spent  in  New  York  Citv,  and  there  he  received  his  educa- 
tion, thorough  and  complete  in  the  elementary  branches,  with 
sufficient  of  the  classics  to  fit  him  for  an  active  business  life.  He 
entered  his  father's  employ,  and  later  the  closer  relations  of  partner- 
ship, enjoving  at  all  times  the  fatherlv  advice  and  the  friendly 
intercourse  which  such  a  partnership  implied,  and  finally  succeeding 
to  the  business,  which  he  carried  on  successfully  until,  having  ac- 
cumulated a  competence,  he  in  1887  retired  from  active  business 
life,  but  not  to  a  life  of  idleness,  for  his  desire  to  serve  his  fellow  men 
and  to  help  those  who  needed  his  help,  has  kept  him  constantly  em- 
ployed. His  connection  with  \arious  benevolent  institutions  and 
benevolent  enterprises  has  taken  much  of  his  time,  and  he  has  served 
in  various  capacities  many  institutions  without  any  compensation 
whatever.  He  was  for  twelve  years  secretary,  and  later  president,  of 
the  General  Society  of  Mechanics  and  Tradesmen,  a  noble  educational 
institution  with  which  many  of  the  leading  men  of    New    \  ork    have 
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been  identified.  His  services  rendered  to  the  Building  Trades'  Club 
as  secretary  and  treasurer,  from  almost  the  beginning  of  its  organiz- 
ation, received  due  recognition  in  1894,  in  the  receipt  of  a  beautiful 
bron/e  group  executed  bv  Gaudey,  of  Paris. 

The  Mechanics  and  Traders  Exchange  has  claimed  a  share  of  his 
attention,  he  having;  served  for  many  years  as  its  secretary.  He  was  for 
several  years  the  New  York  representative  in  the  board  of  directors 
of  the  National  Association  of  Builders,  and  for  several  consecutive 
years  was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  represent  the  building  industry  of 
New  York  in  the  conventions  of  the  National  Association.  When 
in  1891  the  builders  of  New  York  entertained  the  above  named 
con\ention,  Mr.  Wright  was  secretarv  of  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments, and  in  that  capacitv  arranged  all  the  details  for  the  entertain- 
ment of  nearly  a  thousand  delegates  for  a  whole  week.  The 
preliminary  arrangements  of  this  occupied  a  large  portion  of  his  time 
for  nearlv  a  vear. 

During  the  Washington  centennial  celebration  in  New  York  in 
I  889,  Mr.  Wright  was  secretary  of  the  conference,  having  charge  of  the 
civic  and  industrial  division  of  the  parade.  In  recognition  of  his  great 
service  rendered  in  connection  with  this  affair,  he  received  a  bronze 
medal.  Gen.  Daniel  Butterfield,  the  grand  marshal,  who  made  the  pre- 
sentation, said:  "Throughout  all  the  detail  work  connected  with  these 
duties,  Mr.  Stephen  M.  Wright  has,  without  anv  recompense,  been 
indefatigable,  and  by  authorization  of  the  conference  of  the  civic, 
commercial  and  industrial  bodies  of  this  city,  I  am  to  present  him 
with  this  token  of  the  high  appreciation,  not  onlv  held  bv  mvself 
personally,  but  also  by  all  who  have  been  connected  with  the  affair, 
for  his  most  valuable,  skillful  and  efficient  aid.  -^  -^  •^'  -^  Right  well 
you    have   earned    and    deserved  it.      May  it  ever  serve,  not  onlv  as  a 
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memorial  to  vou  and  others  of  vour  faithful  services  in  behalf  of  this 
grand  celebration,  but  serve  also  as  a  reminder  of  mv  undying  friend- 
ship and  respect." 

Honors  have  been  literallv  heaped  upon  Mr.  Wright,  but  he 
accepts  them  all  in  a  spirit  of  true  modestv,  glad  always  to  render  a 
service  when  it  is  in  his  power  to  do  so,  and  if  such  service  remains 
unrecognized  it  is  passed  bv  and  forgotten. 

One  of  the  most  important  positions  held  bv  Mr.  Wright,  and 
which  he  still  fills,  is  that  of  secretary-treasurer  to  Webb's  Academy 
and  Home  for  Shipbuilders,  the  only  institution  of  the  kind  in 
America,  founded  bv  William  Henry  Webb,  the  eminent  shipbuilder. 
Mr.  Wright's  position  as  treasurer  is  one  of  great  responsibilitv  and 
trust,  thousands  of  dollars  passing  through  his  hands  annually.  This 
service,  like  all  others  in  which  he  has  given  time  and  money,  is 
gratuitous. 

Mr.  Wright's  military  service  co\'ers  a  period  of  ten  years.  His 
record  is  an  honorable  one,  for  which  he  was  highlv  commended  by 
his  superiors  and  congratulated  bv  his  comrades.  He  entered  the 
National  Guard  of  the  State  of  New  \  ork  as  private  in  Battery  G, 
First  Regiment  of  Artillery,  October  25,  1864;  promoted  orderly 
sergeant  Februarv  15,  1865;  commissioned  second  lieutenant  Au- 
gust 28,  1866;  commissioned  regimental  adjutant  May  27,  1868. 
On  this  occasion  he  was  presented  bv  his  old  comrades  of  Battery  G, 
with  an  elegant  gold  mounted  sword.  Upon  the  disbandment  of  the 
regimental  organization  in  December,  1869,  Lieut.  Wright  was  ren- 
dered supernumerary,  and  on  February  5,  1870,  was  assigned  by 
Gov.  Hoffman  to  the  position  of  first  lieutenant  of  Separate  Battery, 
Light  Artillery,  continuing  in  that  position  until  januarv  4,  1872, 
receiving  from  the  commander   the   '<  sincere    thanks   for   the   faithful 
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manner  in  which  he  performed  his  dutv  in  the  batterw"  During 
his  term  of  service  he  participated  in  manv  important  events  requiring 
coohiess,  courage  and  steadiness  of  ner\'e.  I'he  most  important  of 
these  was  the  "Orange  Riot"  of  July  12,  1871,  in  which  the  troops 
were  exposed  to  equal  if  not  greater  danger,  than  in  time  of  battle, 
missiles  of  every  kind  from  an  unseen  foe  being  hurled  from  windows 
and  the  tops  of  liouses.  Mr.  Wright  was  highly  complimented  in 
general  order  by  Gen.  Shaler  for  his  gallantry  and  skill  in  handling 
his  command. 

Mr.  Wright  has  been  identified  with  the  various  patriotic  societies 

almost  from  the  date  of  their  organization,  notablv  the  Empire  State 

'Societv  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  of  which  he  was  elected 

J 

secretarv  in  i8g6  and  again  in  1897.  He  thoroughlv  reorganized  the 
department  \\'\x\\  which  he  was  connected,  and  probablv  gave  more 
time  to  the  work  than  anv  other  incumbent  before  or  since,  and  not 
only  were  his  services  gratuitous,  but  he  paid  out  large  sums  of  monev 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  oro;anization.  When  he  went  abroad 
in  1897  he  was  commissioned  as  a  representative  of  the  Empire  State 
Societv  to  pav  its  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Gen.  Lafayette  at  his 
tomb.  He  also  made  an  official  and  friendlv  call  on  the  French 
ambassador.  Gen.  Horace  Porter,  who  returned  it  with  distinguished 
honors  of  State.  General  Porter,  previous  to  his  going  abroad,  was 
President-General  of  the  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

Mr.  VV^right  was  one  of  the  very  earlv  members  of  the  Order  of 
the  b'ounders  and  Patriots,  and  an  enthusiastic  promoter  of  its  ob- 
jects. He  has  ser\'ed  the  societv  in  various  capacities  with  the  same 
self-sacrificing  spirit  that  has  characterized  all  his  labors  in  this  direc- 
tion.      He  is  an  active  member  of,  and  an  ardent   worker   in    various 
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Other  patriotic  societies,  notably  the  Patria  Club,  the  Patriotic 
League,  the  American  Scenic  and  Historical  Preservation  Society,  the 
American  Institute  ot  Civics,  the  American  Institute,  the  Municipal 
Art  Societv,  American  Flag  Association,  the  New  England  Society  in 
New  York,  and  is  an  associate  member  of  John  A.  Dix  Post  No.  35, 
G.  A.  R. 

As  president  of  a  Council  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  the  Union 
League  of  America,  the  distinction  came  to  him  in  1862,  of  hav- 
ing initiated  colored  men  for  the  first  time  into  a  secret  society 
of  white  men,  thus  making  them  coequal  in  membership. 

Much  of  Mr.  Wright's  benevolent  work  has  been  carried  on 
through  the  several  Masonic  orders  with  which  he  has  long  been 
connected,  having  held  in  them  many  important  positions.  He  is 
Senior  Past  Master  of  Prince  of  Orange  Lodge  No.  16,  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  of  the  higher  orders,  he  is  a  member  of  Phoenix  Chapter,  R.  A.  M., 
Pentalpha  Council  No.  36,  R.  &  S.  M.,  Palestine  Commandery  No. 
I  8,  Knights  Templar,  and  was  raised  to  the  33°  in  the  Cerneau  Body 
of  the  Scottish  Rite,  as  Sovereign  Grand  Inspector  General.  He  was 
Senior  Grand  Deacon  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  1881-2, 
and  was  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  from  1878  to  1885.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  Veterans,  and  of  the  Temple  Club  of  New  York  City. 
He  was  largely  instrumental  in  creating  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief, 
having  served  as  its  treasurer  for  many  years. 

Mr.  Wright  married  May  10,  1866,  Kate  A.  Metzgar,  daughter 
of  Christian  and  Adeline  (Lynch)  Metzgar.  Her  father  was  renowned 
as  a  practical  shipbuilder,  having  been  the  superintendent  of  William 
H.  Webb  throughout  his  business   career.      They    had    two    children, 
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Joseph  Henrv,  born  March   14,   1867,  and  Maria  Louise,  born  April 
16,    1868,  both  of  whom  died  in  ear]\'  childhood. 

On  May  17,  1902,  Mr.  Wright  met  with  a  great  bereavement  in 
the  loss  ot  his  wife.  She  was  a  woman  of  strong  individuality,  rare 
domestic  qualities  and  loveliness  of  character,  which  shone  brighter  and 
brighter  as  she  ad\'anced  in  vears.  She  was  loyal  to  her  friends,  and 
delighted  in  unostentatiously  doing  good  and  making  others  happy. 
F'or  thirty-six  years  she  had  been  the  care-taker,  companion  and 
adviser  of  her  beloved  husband,  always  solicitous  of  his  comfort  and 
welfare.  Losing  their  children  early  in  life,  they  became  more  and 
more  attached  to  each  other,  and  were  one  and  inseparable.  He 
gratified  her  every  wish,  and  anticipated  everything  that  would  add 
to  her  happiness.  She  had  long  been  a  sulTcrer,  and  all  that  tender 
nursing  and  skillful  medical  treatment  could  suggest,  was  provided. 
If  words  of  condolence  and  love  from  hundreds  of  friends  could  relieve 
the  aching  heart  of  the  afflicted  husband,  he  might  find  relief,  but 
time  alone  can  heal  the  wound. 


THE  SEAMAN  AND   ALLIED    FAMILIES. 


In  the  ancient  records  of  Norfolk  county,  England,  this  name 
was  written  Svmonds  or  Simmons.  In  old  English  the  word  Symond 
stood  for  Seaman.  The  family  tradition  is  that  it  is  of  Danish  stock 
which  settled  in  England  after  the  repulse  of  the  Danes  by  King  Al- 
fred. 

Albert  W.  Seaman  of  Wantagh,  L.  I.,  has  in  his  possession  what 
appears  to  be  a  photo  of  the  original  coat-of-arms  of  this  family,  the 
description  of  which  is  not  found  in  Burke.  It  consists  of  seyen 
semi-horizontal  bars  wayy,  each  bar  beginning  with  silyer  or  gold, 
and  alternating.  The  crest  represents  a  sea-horse  rising  out  of  a 
golden  crescent  on  which  are  seyen  spear  heads.  It  may  be  that  an 
early  member  of  the  family  was  engaged  in  a  vyar  against  the  Turks, 
as  indicated  by  the  crescent.  The  motto  indicates  the  character  of 
the  family:  "We  make  our  name  knovyn  b\  our  deeds,"  and  this 
trait  has  been  conspicuous  in  eyery  generation. 

Capt.  John  Seaman,  the  founder  of  the  Long  Island  family  is 
said  to  haye  held  a  commission  in  the  British  nayy,  and  this  commis- 
sion is  also  said  to  be  in  possession  of  one  of  his  descendants.  He 
came  to  this  country  in  1635,  and  his  name  appears  on  the  Long 
Island  records  as  early  as  1643.  He  emphatically  "made  known  his 
name  by  his  deeds." 

Says  one  writer:  "It  is  eyident  that  a  large  part  of  Capt.  John's 
time  from    1656  to   1695  must  haye  been  taken  up  in  transacting  the 
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work  of  the  Hempstead  Colony.  He  was  also  employed  by  Suffolk 
county  to  act  for  it  In  a  very  important  matter.  That  in  addition  to 
his  great  ability  he  loved  and  practiced  justice  and  fair  dealing,  is 
proven  bv  the  fact  that  no  complaints  were  ever  made  by  the  Indians 
against  him  for  wrong-doing  them,  as  was  so  common  with  most  of 
the  proprietors  and  settlers.  Once,  where  the  Indians  had  planned 
a  general  massacre  of  the  whites,  a  friendly  Indian  gave  him  timely 
notice  and  the  calamity  was  averted.  While  he  was  a  serious  man, 
he  was  also  a  staunch  friend  to  religious  liberty  and  not  much  in- 
clined to  a  belief  in  witchcraft. 

Being  also  one  of  the  largest  proprietors  in  the  town  in  the  town- 
ship purchase  of  the  Indians,  and  by  the  patents  of  Governors  Kieft, 
Nicoll  and  Dongan,  after  settling  his  sons  at  Jerusalem,  probably 
because  of  his  almost  constant  employment  in  some  public  trust  or 
embassy,  had  made  it  impossible  to  carry  on  the  very  extensive  stock 
and  farming  operations — he  appears  to  have  removed  with  his  two 
youngest  sons,  Nathaniel  and  Richard,  to  Hempstead  village.  At 
the  date  of  his  will,  1694,  he  appears  to  have  been  residing  at  what 
he  called  the  home  lot  adjoining  the  land  of  James  Pine. 

The  earliest  record  of  Capt.  John  Seaman  is  the  following:  "On 
December  ii,  1645,  surveyors  at  Salem,  Mass.,  were  ordered  to  view 
the  ground  that  John  Symonds  desired  near  to  Goldsmith's  ten  acre 
lot.  On  Jan.  8,  1643-4,  after  a  grant  of  waste  land  to  Thomas 
Goldsmith  (afterwards  at  Southampton)  between  the  water  side  and 
his  ten  acre  lot  (reserving  a  way)  there  was  granted  to  John  Simonds 
all  the  waste  lands  between  the  lots  of  Hugh  Larkin  and  Stukely 
Westcott  and  the  water  side  excepting  the  highway." 

In  1647  or  soon  after,  John  Simonds  was  named  among  the 
proprietors    of  Hempstead.      The  spelling   of  the  name  on  the  New 
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England  records  is  always  Simonds  or  Symonds,  and    the    identity    of 
this  name  with  that  of  John  Seaman  is  well  established. 

On  December  ii,  1653,  Capt.  John  Seaman  united  with  others 
at  Hempstead,  coming  from  different  villages  in  a  remonstrance  ad- 
dressed to  the  Dutch  goxernor  of  New  York,  against  the  abridge- 
ments of  their  freedom  and  privileges,  expressing  fears  of  an  arbitrary 
government  (  1  N.  Y.  Doc.  552).  In  1655  after  the  war,  some  of 
the  same  men  met  again. 

On  December  21,  1656,  John  Seaman  and  R.  Gildersleeve  were 
nominated  bv  the  town,  and  appointed  bv  the  Dutch  governor  mag- 
istrates of  Hempstead.  The  inhabitants  chose  townsmen  to  regulate 
their  afTairs,  and  on  April  16,  1657,  an  engagement  was  signed  by 
the  two  magistrates  "to  stand  by  and  bear  out  with  full  power"  the 
townsmen  chosen.  On  July  25th  the  town  sent  Capt.  Seaman  to 
the  governor  to  disavow  the  act  of  the  turbulent  spirits,  and  to  say 
they  were  content  to  pay  one-tenth  which  was  reserved  in  the  patent 
by  way  of  rent. 

In  March  1658,  Mr.  John  Seaman,  Robert  [ackson  and  others, 
by  the  town  vote  were  to  go  with  the  agent  of  the  Montauk  sachem 
to  mark  and  lay  out  the  general  bounds  of  the  town  lands,  to  be 
known  by  marked  trees  and  places  of  note  "to  continue  forever." 
In  1662  he  was  nominated  with  others  to  the  Dutch  governor  to  be 
magistrate,  but  others  were  appointed.  In  1664  he  was  appointed 
with  others  to  assist  about  the  bounds  of  the  town.  In  1665,  called 
Capt.  Sieman,  he  was  on  the  jury  at  Hempstead  in  the  witchcraft 
case  and  found  no  "considerable"  evidence  to  convict  the  suspected 
persons,  charged  only  with  being  suspected.  In  1666  he  was  at 
Newtown.  In  May  1669,  Thomas  Rushmore  was  ordered  to  give 
up  to  Capt.  Seaman  the  colors  he  received  from    the    governor.      On 
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jiilv  3,  1671,  it  was  voted  that  Mr.  [ohn  Seaman  and  Mr.  Gilder- 
sleeve  go  down  to  New  York  and  treat  with  the  governor  about  the 
eastern  bounds  of  the  town  and  have  them  conhrmed  and  (if  thev  see 
cause)  join  with  Mr.  Terrv  according  to  the  conditions  made  between 
him  and  the  town.  In  1673  New  York  having  been  recaptured,  he 
on  September  4th  with  others,  was  chosen  by  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor and  sworn  in  as for  Hempstead,  and  he  was  dispatched 

bv  the  governor  to  the  east  end  of  Long  Island  to  demand  oaths  of 
allegiance  to  the  Dutch,  but  was  unsuccessful.  The  next  vear, 
1674,  he  was  chosen  to  hold  court  with  the  schout  (sheriff)  at  Ja- 
maica. In  1676  he  and  others  were  chosen  to  lay  out  Cow  Neck 
into  lots  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  and  on  December  7th  to 
lay  out  the  common  meadow.  On  [ulv  7,  1677,  there  was  a  hear- 
ing before  the  new  English  governor  and  his  counsel  at  New  York, 
concerning  the  bounds  to  be  allowed  to  Hempstead  as  conquered 
territorv.  It  was  found  unsafe  to  treat  all  the  private  claims  as  for- 
feited. On  the  12th  he  attended  as  one  of  the  townsmen.  Proofs 
were  taken  of  the  purchase  from  the  Indians  and  payments  in  1645 
and  1656,  and  of  the  line  run  in  1658.  The  patent  of  1677  was 
granted. 

The  History  of  Queens  Countv  in  referring  to  the  original  pur- 
chase of  Capt.  John  Seaman,  says:  "The  resident  Indians  of  the 
tract  were  of  the  Marsapegue  tribe,  of  whom  Tackaporshe  was  the 
sachem." 

This  tract  appears  to  have  claimed  the  attention  of  Capt.  John 
Seaman  and  Robert  Jackson  while  acting  as  a  pioneer  committee 
prior  to  the  permanent  settlement  of  Hempstead  made  by  the  colony 
from  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  i  644,  and  a  large  part  of  it  to  ha\e  been 
secured  bv  Capt.    John  Seaman    from    the    Indians    at    that    time,    as 
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more    than     1500    acres    of   the  same  lying  east  of  the  township  piir-  ■\ 

chase  ot  the  Indians  and  the  Governor  Kiett  patent,  including  all  the  i 

meadow  and  uplands  of  Ruskatux  Neck  were  held  bv  him    individu-  'i 

ally.      The  selection  ot  such  a  body    of  land    shows    the    remarkable  ; 

sagacity  oi  these  men,  tor  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  same    compact  i 

quantity  ot  land  ot  equal  tertility  cannot  elsewhere   be    tound    within  1 

the  limits  ot  the  country.  '] 

Capt.  John  Seaman  had  eight   sons    and    eight    daughters.      Some  j 

of  the  sons  made  their  lirst  homes  on  the  purchase,  and  as    patentees  ,; 

and    proprietors    ot    the    town.      It    is  pretty  certain  that  Capt.  John  \ 

Seaman,  his  sons  and  one  or  two  families  with  the  children  intermar-  | 

ried,  Linningtons  and  Aliens,  took  up  and    held    up    to    the    date   ot  j 

Capt.  John  Seaman's  death,  nearly  allot  the  other  three-fourths  ot  the  ; 

purchase.      The  will  ot  John  Seaman  the    elder,  dated    August    25th,  \ 

1694,  gi\'es  to  his  sons  some  2700  acres,  2200  ot  which  were  in   the  i 

Jerusalem  purchase;    to  his  son-in-law  Nathaniel  Pearsall,   130  acres,  1 

which  added  to  tormer  gitts,  and  the  holdings  ot  the    other   children,  ''■ 

would  about  take  up  the  timber  and  meadow  lands.  i 

Capt.    Seaman    was  liberal  in  his  religious  views  and  was   not   or-  ] 

iginally  a  member  ot  the  Society    ot    Friends,    although    many    ot   his  j 

descendants  became  prominent  in  the  society.      In     1678    Capt.  Sea-  1 

man  and  another  were  chosen  to  agree  with    a    carpenter   to    build    a  t 

meeting-house    30    teet    by    24,  and    1  2  teet  stud,  with  a  lean-to  on  J 

each  side.  I 

On  May  26,    1679,  Governor  Andros    in    his    attempt    to    dictate  I 

religious    services,    having     ordered     Richard     Gildersleeve     to    tound  ^ 

Quaker    meetings,  was   intormed    by    Gildersleeve    that  Capt.  Seaman  ; 

though  tore-warned,  had  a  very  great  meeting   at    his   house    the    last  | 

Lord's    day.      In    this    Mr.  Seaman    adopted  a  course  which  he  could  i 

1 
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easily  defend  and  bid  defiance  to  his  "prosecutors,"  knowing  that  a 
man  had  a  right  to  nse  his  house  as  his  castle,  and  could  not  be 
legally  deprived  of  this  use,  even  for  public  accommodation,  without 
just  compensation.  He  was  not  bound  to  exclude  visitors,  but  had 
a  right  to  exclude  spies.  There  was  no  indication  of  religious  ad- 
herance  by  him  to  the  Friends  before  this.  He  defended  his  own 
right  in  protecting  them  from  wrong. 

In  1682  he  was  appointed  one  for  managing  a  controversy  about 
the  town  title  to  Cow  Neck,  and  William  Nicoll  the  lawyer,  was 
added,  and  it  was  voted  that  thev  should  have  1  00  acres  each  if  suc- 
cessful. In  September,  16(83,  the  town  by  a  full  vote,  appointed 
him  and  Mr.  Nicoll  attornevs  to  act  in  claiming  Cow  Neck.  In 
October,  by  order  of  the  governor  and  council,  the  town  chose  him 
and  two  others  to  attend  at  New  York,  and  represent  the  town 
respecting  its  land  titles.  In  1684  there  were  repeated  and  renewed 
appointments  and  attendances  at  New  York,  the  attorneys  seeking  a 
new  patent  with  large  bounds  and  having  discussions  and  agreements 
with  the  towns  of  Flushing,  Jamaica  and  Ovster  Bay.  In  November, 
after  a  long  struggle,  400  acres  were  given  bv  Flushing  to  Governor 
Dongan,  200  acres  by  Hempstead;  and  150  acres  were  given  to 
John  Spragg,  secretary.  The  difficulties  were  overcome  and  a  new 
patent  with  changed  boundaries  was  obtained. 

He  was  one  of  the  signers  to  an  engagement  of  a  specific  sum 
for  the  support  of  Mr.  Jeremiah  Hobart.  In  December,  1686,  the 
town  chose  him  and  Mr.  Seaman  to  answer  at  New  York  Mr.  Ho- 
bart's  petition  respecting  his  salary.  This  was  one  of  his  last  public 
acts. 

In  his  will  dated  August  25,  1694,  Capt.  Seaman  made  liberal 
provision    for    his    children.       He    gave    to    his    eldest    son     John,  the 
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twenty-two  acre  lot,  then  in  his  possession  where  he  lived,  and  a 
twenty  acre  lot  of  meadow  on  Great  Neck  eastward,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  town.  To  his  five  sons  Jonathan,  Benjamin,  Solomon, 
Thomas  and  Samuel,  400  acres,  according  to  a  patent  granted  by 
Col.  Richard  Nicoll  at  Jerusalem,  within  the  bounds  of  Hempstead, 
and  a  neck  of  meadow  eastward  from  the  town,  called  in  the  Indian 
tongue  Ruskatux  Neck,  bounded  east  by  the  Ovster  Bay  line  and 
upon  Hempstead  westward.  To  his  three  sons  John,  Nathaniel  and 
Richard,  the  remainder  of  meadow,  "whereof  one  moiety  is  already 
conformed  unto  my  son-in-law,  Nathaniel  Pearsall,"  with  four  or 
five  acres  of  the  up-land,  "for  his  common  use  for  vardage  for  win- 
tering his  cattle"  upon  the  Half  Neck,  called  in    the    Indian    tongue 


To  his  eight  sons  (naming  them  as  before,  except  naming 
Thomas  before  Samuel),  all  the  upland  King  and  situate  upon  Rus- 
katux Neck,  as  also  upon  the  neck  called  the  Half  Neck,  "except- 
ing the  four  or  five  acres  confirmed  to  my  son-in-law,  Nathaniel 
Pearsall."  To  his  two  sons  Nathaniel  and  Richard,  his  lot  of  meadow 
lying  at  a  neck  called  Stickling  Neck,  also  a  parcel  of  meadow  upon 
Newbridge  Neck;  also  150  acres  of  upland  at  a  place  called  Suc- 
cess, bv  virtue  of  an  order  from  said  town ;  and  to  the  same  a  piece 
of  land  bv  estimation  3  16  acres,  at  or  near  the  harbor  head,  so  called, 
being  alread\'  confirmed  to  mv  said  two  sons  bv  deed  of  gift.  "Fo 
his  eight  sons  all  of  his  right  in  the  undivided  lands  in  the  town  of 
Hempstead.  To  his  well  beloved  wife  Martha  Seaman,  a  home  lot 
adjoining  to  the  land  of  James  Pine,  bv  estimation  three  acres,  dur- 
ing life  or  widowhood.  At  her  decease  or  marriage  this  lot  was  to 
go  to  his  two  sons  Nathaniel  and  Richard,  in  fee.  To  the  same  two 
sons  the  remainder  of  his  home  lot  of  pasture,  and    the    field    at    the 
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east  end  ot  the  town  called  Hollv,  with  the  boons,  to  be  equally  di- 
vided. To  his  wife  the  halt  of  his  dwelling  house,  and  at  her  death 
or  marriage,  to  his  son  Richard  in  fee.  To  his  son  Nathaniel  the 
other  half  of  the  dwelling  house  in  fee.  To  his  wife  one-third  part 
of  his  mo\'eables  within  doors,  to  give  and  dispose  of  as  she  shall 
deem  meet.  To  his  sons  Richard  and  Nathaniel,  the  other  two- 
thirds  of  his  moveables  within  doors,  to  be  equallv  dixided.  To  his 
wife  six  acres  of  meadow  at  Half  Neck,  and  at  her  decease  to  his 
sons  Nathaniel  and  Richard.  To  his  sons  Nathaniel  and  Richard, 
all  his  arms  except  his  large  gun,  which  should  be  for  the  use  of  all 
his  sons.  To  his  wife  one  pair  of  oxen,  one  horse,  one  breeding 
mare,  four  cows,  seventeen  sheep,  one  breeding  sow;  to  his  son 
Richard,  one  pair  of  oxen,  one  three-vear-old  mare,  two  cows,  one 
pair  three-year  old  steers;  to  his  son  Nathaniel,  one  pair  of  oxen; 
to  his  daughter  Marv  Pearsall,  two  cows  and  six  ewe  sheep;  to  his 
son  Samuel,  one  pair  of  oxen,  one  cow;  to  his  five  daughters  Martha 
Pearsall,  Hannah  Carman,  Marv  Pearsall,  Sarah  Mott  and  Deborah 
Kirk,  two-thirds  of  all  the  rest  of  his  flock  of  neat  cattle  and  sheep; 
to  his  eight  sons  one-third  of  the  same.  To  his  daughters  Elizabeth 
[ackson,  some  sheep,  to  be  paid  her  v\'hen  division  was  made  of  the 
estate;  to  Nathaniel  and  Richard  all  his  instruments  of  husbandry; 
to  his  eight  sons  all  his  iiorse  kind;  to  his  wife  and  sons  Nathaniel 
and  Richard,  the  rest  of  his  swine.  He  appointed  executors  his  wife 
and  his  sons  Benjamin  and  Thomas,  and  requested  his  two  loving 
friends  Thomas  Powell  and  |ohn  'Pownsend,  Sr.,  to  be  overseers. 
The  will  was  proven  March   25th,    1695. 

Capt.  Seaman  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife  was  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Strickland,  who  came  from  county  Westmoreland, 
England.      He  was  an  original  settler  of  Charlestown,    Mass.,    1629- 
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30;  made  freeman  of  Massachusetts  in  1631.  Became  a  member 
of  the  church  at  Watertown,  and  was  later  at  Witherslield  and  Fair- 
field, Conn.  His  son  Thwaite  settled  at  Wethersheld,  and  his  son 
Samuel  came  to  Long  Island.  In  1644  the  Charter  ot  Hempstead 
was  granted  unto  |ohn  Strickland,  Robert  Fordham,  John  Ogden, 
John  Carman,  John  Lawrence  and  James  Wood.  In  1647  John 
Strickland  shared  in  the  first  division  of  land.  In  1650  Mr.  Strick- 
land of  Hempstead,  bv  his  deputy  Jonas  Wood,  his  son-in-law,  drew 
a  three  hundred  pound  lot  in  Southampton.  In  1653  Mr.  Strick- 
land, Mr.  Washburne  and  Mr.  Gildersleev^e  were  appointed  by  the 
authorities  at  Fort  Amsterdam  to  administer  the  law  and  justice  in 
the  village  of  Hempstead  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  infor- 
mation, in  accordance  with  their  privileges  and  the  laws  of  New 
Netherland. 

By  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Strickland)  Seaman,  Capt.  John  Seaman 
had  issue, 

I.       |()hn;      married     Hannah,     perhaps     daughter     of     Robert 
Williams. 

II.       Jonathan;    married  [erie  or  [une. 

III.  Benjamin;    married  Martha,  daughter  of  Edmund  Titus. 

IV.  Solomon;  married  Fllizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry  Linning- 
ton. 

V.      Elizabeth;    married  to    Col.   John    Jackson,  son  of   Robert 
and  Agnes  Washburne  Jackson. 

Capt.  Seaman  married  for  his  second  wife  Martha,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Moore,  born  in  England  before  1600.  He  was  a  ship- 
builder in  Salem,  Mass.,  1676,  and  came  to  Southold,  L.  I.,  in  1650. 
His  wife  was   Martha    Youngs,  born     1613,  daughter    of  Rev.  Chris- 
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topher    Young^( Vicar    of   Reyden,    Suffolk    County,  England),  and 
Margaret  Elv^n,  daughter  of  Richard. 

Capt.  John  Seaman,  bv  his  wife  Martha  (^Moorc)  Seaman,  had 
I.      Thomas;    married  Marv. 
II.      Samuel;    married  Phebe  Hicks,  daughter  of  Thomas. 

III.  Nathaniel,  born  about   1670;    married   1695   Rachel  Wil- 
lis, daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Peace)  Willis. 

IV.  Richard^  born   1673;    married   1693  Jane  Mott,  daughter 
of  Adam  and  Mary  (Stilwell)  Mott. 

V.      Sarah,  born  about   1675;    married  to    (ohn    xMott,  son    of 
Adam  and  |ane  (Hulet)  Mott. 

VI.      Martha,  born  about    1677;    married    Nathaniel    Pearsall, 
son  of  Henry. 

VII.      Deborah;  before   169^1.  married  a  Mr.  Kink  and  had    two 
sons,  none  of  the  name  being  on  the  census  list  of   1698. 

VIII.      Hannah;    before   1694  married  Carman. 

IX.      Mary;     married    Thomas,    son    of     Henry     Pearsall,    and 
brother  of  Nathaniel. 

X.      ;    died  unmarried. 

Richard  Seaman,  fayorite  child  and  youngest  son  of  Capt.  John 
Seaman,  was  born  in  1673-5,  and  died  July  25,  1749.  He  was  a 
man  probably  of  liberal  education  and  devotedly  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Early  in  life  he  became  a  min- 
ister in  the  society,  and  trayeled  extensively  in  the  service  with 
Samuel  Prior  for  a  companion,  and  a  minute  of  unity  from  the 
monthly  meetings  at  Westbury.  He  visited  in  1725,  the  Friends  in 
New  Jersey,  Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  In  1740  Henry 
Pearsall  accompanied    him    with    a    minute    to    visit    Friends    toward. 


202 


LONG  ISLAND   HISTORIC   HOMES. 


Carolina.  He  was  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  teachings  of 
the  Society,  and  was  recognized  as  a  verv  useful  man.  At  his  death, 
aged  75,  he  was  called  "a  sound  minister  of  the  gospel  for  many 
years,  ha\  ing  led  a  solid  and  exemplary  life  from  his  \oung  days." 
His  will  dated  April  5,  1749,  mentions  the  orchard  adjoining  James 
Pine,  and  names  his  wife  fane,  his  sons  Richard,  I'homas,  Adam, 
Giles  and  Daniel,  his  daughters  |ane  Titus,  Sarah  Dusenbury,  Han- 
nah Doty,  Elizabeth  Townsend,  Phebe  and  Mary,  son-in-law  Benja- 
min Dusenbury  and  cousin  Patrick  Mott.  Will  proyed  April  5,  i  750. 
Richard  Seaman  married  |ane  Mott,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Mary  (Stilwell)  Mott,  and  had  issue 

I.      Richard,  born    1694;    married  Sarah. 
II.      Thomas,  born    1696;    married    1722    |-*hiladelphia    Titus, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Titus. 

III.      ,  born    I  699. 

IV.  |anc,  born    1701;    married   fames  Titus. 

V.      Adam,  born    1704;    married   1730  Hannah  Pine. 
VI.      Sarah,  born   i7o6;married  Henry  Dusenbury. 
VII.      Hannah,   born     1710;     married    1733    Isaac    Doty;     she 
died   1753. 

VIII.      Giles ^  born    1712;    died     1782;     married    Letita    Onder- 
dunk,   1735. 


IX.      Elizabeth;    married 


Townsend. 


X.      Phebe. 
XL      Mary,  born  about   1720;    married   William    Mott,  son    of 
James  Mott  of  Mamoroneck,  N.  Y. 

Giles  Seaman,  seyenth  child  of  Richard  and  fane  ( Mott)  Seaman, 
was  born  about  1712.      He  married   1735   Letitia,  daughter  of  Hen- 
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drick  aiui  Mary  (Foster)  Onderdonk,  son  ot  Adrian,  who  came  to 
America  from  HoHand  about  1637  and  settled  in  New  Castle,  Del., 
remo\ing  from  thence  to  Flatbush,  L.  I.,  in  1672.  He  was  the  son 
ot  Andreas  of  Holland.  The  legend  on  the  coat-of-arms  is  Van  der 
Donck.      The  children  of  Giles  and  Letitia  (Onderdunk)  Seaman  were 

I.       yo7-da?i^  born   l*'eb.    17,  1743;  married  1  764  Mary,  daughter 
of  Zebulon  and   Phebe  Seaman. 

II.      Giles  (2),  born    1748;    married    Lydia    Mott,  and  had    Le- 
titia, who  married  Elisha  Carpenter. 

HI.       Richard;    married    1789  Sarah  Smith.       No  issue. 
IV.      Mary;    married  [acob  Hawxhurst. 
V.       Hannah;    married  Henry  Oakley. 
VI.      Zipporah. 

Hon.  Jordan  Seaman,  eldest  child  of  Giles  and  Letitia  (Onder- 
donk) Seaman,  vyas  born  Feb.  17,  1743.  The  History  of  Qjieens 
County  says:  "From  Jonathan  and  Richard  descended  Jordan  Seaman, 
a  sturdy  patriot  of  the  Reyolution  and  judge  of  Qiieens  county.  He 
was  a  brother-in-lavy  of  John  W.  and  Zebulon."  He  married  Mary 
Seaman,  daughter  of  Zebulon  and  Phebe  (Valentine)  Seaman, 
daughter  of  Obadiah  Valentine  and  his  wife  Martha  Willets.  This 
Zebulon  was  in  the  assembly  at  Albany  from  1769  to  1775.  The 
assembly  offered  a  premium  for  the  best  linen  that  the  assemblymen 
could  produce,  they  to  raise  the  l^ax,  the  vyiyes  to  spin  (and  perhaps 
weaye)  the  cloth.  Zebulon  raised  the  ilax,  l^hebe  spun  the  thread, 
and  they  took  the  premium.  A  specimen  of  this  homespun  linen 
is  in  the  possession  of  Mary  Powell  Bunker,  compiler  of  "  Long  Is- 
land Genealogies."  Zebulon  was  the  son  of  Dayid,  son  of  Jonathan, 
son  of  Capt.  Seaman. 
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Honorable     Jordan     Seaman,     by     his    wife     Mary     Seaman,    had 

I.      [ane,  born   1764;    married  Garret  Layton. 
II.      Esther,  born   1766,    died    Sept.    14,    1834;     married    Peter 
Willets. 

III.  Henry  O.,  born  1769;  married  Almy,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Rosetta    Jackson. 

IV.  Zebulon,  born  Jan.  31,  1771.      (See  record.) 

V.  Andries,  born  1780;  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Israel 
Underbill. 

VI.  Rachel  ,  born  1782-  married  Isaac,  son  oi  Israel 
Underbill. 

Zebulon  Seaman,  tayorite  child  of  Hon.  Jordan  Seaman  and 
Mary  Seaman,  was  born  Jan.  31,  1771.  He  married  Mary,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Seaman  of  Jerusalem,  and  Martha  (Rowland)  Seaman. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah  (Marvin)  Seaman. 
Thomas  Seaman  aboye  named,  was  the  son  of  John  Seaman  and 
Sarah  Allen.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas,  son  of  Capt.  John. 
Zebulon  Seaman  by  his  wife  Mary  Seaman  had 

I.      Af-don^    born    Sept.    5,    1795;     married    March    26,    18 17, 
Elizabeth  Merritt,  daughter  of  Jesse. 

II.  Mary  L.,  born  May  11,  1799;  married  June  14,  181 8, 
Isaac  Wigham. 

III.  John  G.,  born  Noy.  20,  1802;  married  Oct.  31,  1835, 
Ann  R.  Wall. 

IV.  Charlotte  B.,  born  Oct.  31,   1805. 

Ardon  Seaman,  eldest  child  of  Zebulon  and  Mary  Seaman,  was 
born  at  Jerusalem  or  Jericho  Sept.  5,  1795.  He  was  a  deyout  and 
earnest  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  early  became  a  preacher 
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in  the  Society.  Though  a  man  of  only  ordinar\'  education,  he  had 
a  gift  of  language,  a  magnetic  and  spiritual  povyer,  that  gaye  him 
great  power  in  the  Society,  and  he  was  much  beloxed  b\'  the  members. 
He  was  gentle  and  kind,  yet  forceful  and  earnest,  and  like  young 
Timothy  of  old,  he  had  the  ^' power  of  persuasion."  He  died  Feb. 
4,  1875.  He  married  Elizabeth  Merritt,  daughter  of  [esse,  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Ann  (Fowler)  Merritt.  Nathaniel  Merritt  was  a 
man  true  to  his  convictions,  and  adhered  to  the  cause  of  the  royal- 
ists. For  this  he  suffered  persecution  at  the  hands  of  his  neighbors. 
He  was  a  man  of  spirit  and  determination,  and  resented  the  inter- 
ference of  his  neighbors.  During  the  War  of  the  Rexolution  he  was 
residing  at  Peekskill,  in  Westchester  county,  N.  Y.  He  was  finally 
obliged  to  leaye  there,  and  took  his  little  son  Jesse  in  a  small  boat 
and  rowed  to  New  York.  The  rebels  sent  word  ahead,  and  on  his 
reaching  the  city,  he  was  met  by  a  mob  who  would  haye  done  him 
harm,  but  \yas  rescued  by  the  mayor,  who  imprisoned  him,  and  sent 
the  son  Jesse  home  to  his  mother  in  Peekskill.  He  was  subse- 
quenth'  released  and  became  more  confirmed  than  eyer  in  his  adher- 
ence to  the  cause  of  the  loyalists,  and  organized  a  company  of  militia 
in  the  kincr's  service.  He  had  been  a  resident  of  Westchester  county, 
N.  ^  .,  for  many  years,  and  was  a  man  of  great  prominence  there  be- 
fore the  troubles  commenced.  He  was  tax  collector  in  North  Castle 
in  175H;  also  engaged  in  the  settlement  of  the  leases  and  releases 
between  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt  and  Robert  Gilbert  Lixingston.  The 
lieutenant-goyernor  and  assembly  appointed  him  to  survey  4151 
acres  of  land  in  1760.  He  was  constable  of  Cortlandt  Manor  from 
[76^5  to  1766.  He  was  a  merchant  at  Peekskill  for  some  years  un- 
til the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  went  to  Long 
Island  while  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  British,  and  then    entered 
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the  king's  service  as  captain  of  a  C()mpan\.  In  1780  he  had  a  store 
at  Raynorstown,  L.  I.  On  Aug.  3,  1783,  Capt.  Nathaniel  Merritt's 
company  left  New  York  in  the  sloop  Cynes  for  New  Brunswick. 
He  subsequently  opened  a  store  at  Gage  Town,  N.  B.  He  was  no- 
tary'public,  registrar,  surveyor  and  farmer  during  the  five  years  tliat 
he  was  in  New  l^runswick.  After  the  excitement  of  the  war  was 
over  he  returned  to  Long  Island,  and  in  1789  he  and  his  son  Jesse 
were  in  partnership  in  two  stores,  one  at  Jerusalem,  where  his  daugh- 
ter Elizabeth  was  born.  They  had  another  store  in  Huntington 
township.  Nathaniel  the  father,  died  at  his  son  Jesse's  house  in  Beth- 
page,  Mav  17,  1803.  [esse  Merritt,  his  son  and  the  father  of  Eliza- 
beth, was  born  at  Peekskill,  b'eb.  20,  1769,  and  was  with  his  father  on 
Long  Island  in  1781,  when  3.£'  15s.  6d.  was  paid  for  his  schooling. 
Their  home  was  then  at  Raynorstown,  now  Freeport.  He  went 
with  his  father  to  New  Brunswick,  and  subsequently  returned  with 
him  to  Long  Island.  He  received  the  following  certificate  April  17, 
1787,  from  George  Sproule,  surveyor-general:  ''Idiis  certifies  to 
whom  it  may  concern,  that  Mr.  Jesse  Merritt,  Deputy  Surveyor,  lias 
attended  my  office  for  some  time  to  qualify  himself  as  a  Deputy  Sur- 
veyor, haying  before  studied  the  theor\'  of  that  business,  and  I  do  on 
strict  examination  find  him  qualified  in  all  respects  to  execute  that 
duty."  In  1788  he  requested  and  became  a  member  of  Jericho 
Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends.  He  was  married  by  Friends'  cere- 
mony June  5,  1789,  at  Bethpage,  to  Mary  Cornelius,  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Powell)  Cornelius.  He  became  a  warm  friend  of 
Elias  Hicks,  and  traveled  with  him  through  the  West  in  1828. 
They  held  and  attended  many  meetings,  often  meeting  with  oppo- 
sition and  persecution.  He  continued  to  carry  on  his  business  as 
merchant,  farmer  and  surveyor,  and  was  often    called    upon    to    write 
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wills,  deeds,  and  to  attend  to  other  legal  business.  He  took  care  of 
his  father  in  his  old  age,  and  made  many  impro\'ements  in  the  prop- 
erty at  Bethpage,  where  they  resided. 

Ardon  Seaman  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (^daughter  of  Jesse  Meritt") 
Seaman,  had  issue 

I.      Ann    Merritt,  born    Feb.   19,   181 8,  died    May    26,    1864; 
married    1838  Adam  Kmeigh. 

IL       Mary  Powell,  born   Feb.  27,   1820;   married  Oct.  17,  1839, 
Alexander  C.  Bunker. 

III.  Edward  Hallock,  born  March  8,  1822,  died  September  12, 
1891;  married  fune  18,  1848,  Martha  Althanes  Seaman,  daughter 
ot  Benjamin.      (See  record.) 

IV.  Caroline  E.,  born  Feb.  20,  1829;  married  Oct.  19,  Wil- 
liam Garner.       He  died  October,   1875. 

Edward  RallOCK  Seaman,  third  chUd  of  Ardon  and  Elizabeth 
(Merritt)  Seaman,  was  born  at  Jerusalem,  March  8,  1822.  With 
a  limited  en\'ironment  levy  men  have  accomplished  more  or  achieved 
greater  distinction  locally.  He  seems  to  have  inherited  all  the 
energy,  force  and  strength  of  character  of  the  Merritts,  and  the  very 
best  qualities  ot  the  Seamans.  Though  not  ha\'ing  even  a  classical 
education,  he  was  a  man  of  line  intellectual  attainments,  and  a  born 
leader  of  men.  I'hough  trained  in  the  simple  faith  of  the  Friends, 
he  followed  the  bent  of  his  own  inclinations  regardless  of  the  opin- 
ions of  others.  WHien  once  he  decided  upon  a  course  of  action 
nothing  could  induce  him  to  s\A'erve  either  to  the  right  or  to  the  left. 
Long  before  he  reached  his  majority  he  became  actively  interested  in 
the  great  political  questions  which  agitated  the  country.  In  1848 
he  was  known  as  a  free  soil  democrat,  and  had  grown  to  be  very  popu- 
lar with  the  people  of  Queens  county.       Had  he  "trimmed  his  sails  to 
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catch  the  popular  breeze"  he  could  have  been  elected  to  any  office 
in  the  gift  of  the  people,  but  he  chose  to  follow  his  own  convictions, 
and  like  Clav  he  would  "rather  be  right  than  be  president."  He 
was  opposed  to  slavery  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  repub- 
lican party  that  formed  the  nucleus  of  that  party  in  Qiieens  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  thirteen  in  his  native  town  who  voted  the 
republican  ticket  and  assisted  in  organizing  that  party  in  his  native 
countv,  much  against  the  wishes  of  his  old  friends.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war  he  was  first  and  foremost  in  his  efforts  to  aid  the 
government  by  furnishing  the  sinews  of  war.  In  the  political  cam- 
paign which  preceded  the  war  he  organized  a  company  of  "Wide 
Awakes,"  which  contributed  materially  to  the  success  of  his  party, 
and  when  hostilities  commenced  as  the  result  of  the  election  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  enlistments,  and 
although  himself  exempt,  and  being  under  no  obligations,  he  sent  a 
substitute.  He  helped  to  organize  Company  H,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Benjamin  A.  Willis  attached  to  the  i  19th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Volun- 
teers commanded  by  Col.  Peissner.  He  organized  a  local  branch  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission  which  sent  large  quantities  of  supplies  to 
the  army.  His  time  and  money  were  fairly  spent  in  support  of  the 
government  until  the  war  ended.  New  issues  arose  and  he  became 
a  strong  ad\ocate  of  tarifT  reform.  In  iHj2  he  was  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  National  convention  at  Cincinnati,  as  a  liberal  republi- 
can, but  was  prevented  from  taking  his  seat  when  Greelev  captured 
the  convention.  The  same  year  he  helped  to  organize  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Conference  which  resulted  in  the  nomination  of  Charles 
O'Connor  for  the  presidency.  He  became  finallv  a  Tilden  Demo- 
crat and  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the 
first  election  of  Grover  Cleveland. 
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During  the  draft  riots  of  1863  he  was  enrolling  officer  for  the 
town  of  Hempstead  and  helped  to  organize  the  Home  Guard,  out 
of  which  grew  the  Union  League  Club.  Principle  and  patriotism 
were  paramount  to  all  political  considerations,  or  even  the  ties  which 
bound  him  to  the  P'riends.  Great  latitude  was  permitted  and  he  was 
never  called  to  account  for  his  encouragement  of  and  participation 
in  warlike  measures.  No  one  could  ever  accuse  him  of  inconsis- 
tency. He  sacrificed  his  chances  of  preferment  all  through  life  be- 
cavise  he  permitted  principle  rather  than  policy  to  govern  his  actions. 
He  married  January  18,  1848,  Martha  A.  Seaman,  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin and  [emima,  son  of  Enoch  and  Mary  (Smith),  son  of  Benja- 
min and  Letitia,  son  of  James  and  Martha,  son  of  Capt.  John 
Seaman.      The  children  of    this  marriage  were: 

I.    Mary,  died  in   1876. 

II.    Albert  William  Seaman  (see  record). 

Albert  William  Seaman,  onlv  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Martha  A. 
Seaman,  was  born  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  town  of  Hempstead,  Octo- 
ber 3,  18^1.  While,  like  Cincinnatus  of  old,  he  "followed  the 
plow,"  yet  at  the  same  time  he  was  permitted  to  follow  his  own  in- 
clinations and  pursue  a  course  of  study  leading  to  a  professional  life. 
The  public  school  and  two  winters  at  Mansfield  Academy  of  Brook- 
Ivn,  and  a  course  of  study  at  home  after  working  hours,  formed  his 
principal  equipment.  He  entered  Columbia  Law  School,  graduat- 
ing with  honor  in  1879,  and  was  admitted  to  the  New  York  Bar 
the  same  year.  He  entered  the  New  York  office  of  Hon.  William 
H.  Onderdunk,  former  Surrogate  of  Qiieens  County,  and,  though 
nominally  a  law  clerk,  he  was  permitted  to  work  up  a  private  practice 
for  himself      He    opened    an    office    for    himself   in    1881,  and  from 
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that  time  forward  he  has  had  a  constantly  increasing  and  successful 
practice.  He  has  tried  many  important  cases  which  have  added  to 
his  reputation.  A  case  which  was  probably  the  most  far-reaching 
in  its  effects  was  that  of  the  Dosoris  Pond,  Long  Island,  in  which 
he  succeeded  in  establishing  the  title  in  question,  which  had  long 
been  a  matter  of  controversy  and  litigation. 

His  desire  to  promote  good  government  and  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  of  his  native  town  and  country  naturally  led 
him  into  politics,  and,  like  his  father,  he  has  always  been  on  the  side 
of  reform.  With  that  independence  of  character  for  which  his  father 
was  noted,  he  has  followed  his  own  convictions  and  never  aimed  at 
popularity.  He  attended  the  call  at  Long  Island  City  in  1893  and 
was  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  Syracuse  "Anti-Snapper"  convention, 
and  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention  at  Chicago  which 
nominated  Grover  Cleveland  for  President.  He  worked  faithfully 
and  earnestly  for  the  success  of    the  ticket. 

Of  late  years  he  has  given  considerable  attention  to  yachting  as 
a  source  of  recreation  and  pleasure.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Pena- 
taquit-Corinthian  Yacht  Club  of  Bay  Shore  and  the  Unqua  Yacht 
Club  of  Amityville.  From  the  masthead  of  his  own  yacht  he  flies 
as  his  private  signal  the  crest  of  the  Seaman  family,  which  is  espec- 
ially appropriate  for  the  purpose. 

At  Wantagh,  formerly  Jerusalem,  he  is  largely  interested  in  de- 
veloping and  improving  the  property,  which  comprises  a  part  of  the 
300  acre  tract  of   the  first  Capt.  John  Seaman. 

Mr.  Seaman  has  been  too  much  absorbed  in  his  professional 
duties  ever  to  give  much  attention  to  social  or  club  life.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Nassau  County  Bar  Association  and  of  the  New 
York  Law  Institute. 
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He  has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  A.  Hopkins, 
daughter  of  Edward  A.  Hopkins.  She  was  a  great-grand-daughter 
of  Isaac  T.  Hopper,  the  noted  Abolitionist.  She  died  in  i8g8. 
He  married,  second,  Daisy  G.  Hatton,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Hat- 
ton,  of  Grovetown,  Georgia,  who  served  as  surgeon  in  Cobb's  Loyal 
Legion  during  the  Civil  War.  Her  grandfather,  James  Stedman,  was 
an  officer  in  the  American  armv  during  the  War  of  1812,  while  her 
great-grandfather  was  captain  on  board  the  sloop  of  war  May,  and 
was  captured  by  the  British  and  confined  in  the  old  prison  ship  in 
New  York  harbor. 

Mr.  Seaman  has  one  son  bv  his  first  wife,  Edwin.  He  was  born 
at  Wantagh  (formerly  Jerusalem),  and  graduated  at  the  Brooklyn 
Polytechnic  Institute,  where  he  is  now  taking  the  Collegiate  Course. 


THE    HULBERT   MANSION. 


Prospect    Park    West,    Fronting    Prospect    Park. 


One  of  the  most  imposing  and  magnificent  edifices  fronting  on 
Prospect  Park  is  tlie  home  of  H.  C.  Hulbcrt,  the  v\ell  known  New 
York  merchant,  who  for  nearly  half  a  century  has  led  his  competitors 
in  his  line  of  business,  and  this  mansion  forms  a  fitting  monument 
to  his  grand  achievements. 

The  house  towers  high  above  all  the  surrounding  property,  af- 
fording the  most  extended  view  in  every  direction  probably  of  any 
house  in  Brooklyn.  It  is  situated  on  the  south-east  corner  of  Pros- 
pect Park  west,  'corner  of  First  Street,  fronting  on  Prospect  Park. 
It  is  historic  ground,  being  in  direct  line  of  the  old  Porte  road, 
through  which  the  retreating  Americans  under  Sullivan,  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th  of  August,  1776,  were  drixen  after  a  hard- 
fought  battle  in  what  is  now  Prospect  Park,  and  finally  saved  from 
utter  destruction  by  the  gallantry  of  the  "Four  Hundred  Maryland- 
ers"  under  Lord  Sterling. 

The  style  of  the  house  is  what  is  known  as  Romanesque,  and 
the  material  used  is  the  rock-faced  Indiana  stone,  which  retains  its 
rich  grey  coloring  for  ages  and  is  not  affected  by  the  elements.  The 
architectural  features  are  faultless,  not  a  break  or  opening  of  any 
kind  to  mar  the  perfect  harmony  of  the  whole.  When  built  it  was 
one  of  the  finest  structures  ever  designed  by  the  well  known  archi- 
tect, Montrose  W.  Morris. 
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The  interior  of  the  house  is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  exterior. 
There  is  a  solidity,  grandeur  and  beauty,  indicatiye  of  the  character 
of  its  owner,  in  e\'ery  portion  of  the  house  from  cellar  to  attic. 
The  massive  doors,  wainscots,  window  frames,  etc.,  are  in  polished 
oak,  mahogany,  vermillion  wood  and  other  rich  and  expensive  woods, 
all  in  harmony  with  the  artistic  wall  and  ceiling  decorations  and  the 
elegant  carved  and  richK'  upholstered  furniture.  Each  room  is  a 
revelation  in  itself,  and  each  presents  some  new  feature  on  which  the 
eve  delights  to  dwell  upon.  E\'erything  is  suggestive  of  the  high- 
est style  of  art  as  well  as  the  good  taste  and  judgment  of  its 
designer. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  interior  is  the  beau- 
tifully stained  glass  window  at  the  head  of  the  first  flight  of  stairs, 
representing  as  it  does  a  chapter  in  the  family  history  of  the  Cham- 
pion Marmion  and  Dvmokes,  from  whom  Mr.  Hulbert,  on  his 
mother's  side,  is  descended.  This  branch  of  the  Dvmoke  family 
claim  descent  from  the  family  of  Marmion  and  Dvmoke.  William 
the  Conqueror  appointed  Marmion  as  King's  Champion,  the  cham- 
pionship to  be  held  bv  tenure  of  the  estate  of  Scrivelsby.  In  the 
Fourteenth  Century,  no  male  issue  oi'  the  Marmion  family  living,  a 
tournament  was  called,  the  successful  knight  to  marry  Margery,  the 
heiress  of  Scrivelsby,  and  continue  the  of^ce  of  King's  Champion. 
Sir  John  De  Dvmoke  was  the  successful  knight,  as  told  in  the  old 
Anglo-Norman  ballad: 

''Sir  John  De  Dvmock  claim'd  of  right 
The  championship  through  Margery, 

And  'gainst  Sir    Baldwin    Freville,    Knight, 
Prevail'd  as  Lord  of  Scrivelsby. 
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And,  ever  since,  when  England's  Kings 

Are  diadem'd — no  matter  where, 
The  Champion  Dymock  boldlv  flings 

His  glove,  should  treason  venture  there." 

The  scene  depicted  on  the  window  represents  the  Champion 
entering  his  home  through  the  Lion's  Gate  after  a  Coronation.  It 
is  faithfully  worked  up  by  the  artist  from  a  photograph  brought  from 
England.  The  window  itself  is  a  work  of  art  and  reflects  great 
credit  on  the  artist. 


HENRY  CARLTON  HULBERT. 


His    Ancestral    Line   and    Allied    Families. 

Benry  Carlton  RUlbert,  only  son  of  Amos  Ccer  Hulbcrt  and  Cyn- 
thia Bassett,  was  born  in  Lee,  Mass.,  December  19,  1831.  The 
ancestral  lines,  both  paternal  and  maternal,  extend  back  to  the  ear- 
liest settlement  ot  the  country  and,  both  directly  and  collaterally, 
include  many  of  the  most  ancient  and  honorable  ot  the  old  Puritan 
families  of  New  England,  the  characteristics  of  whom  are  developed 
in  him  to  a  marked  degree. 

His  paternal  ancestor  was  Lieut.  Thomas  Hulbert,  who  accom- 
panied Leon  Gardner  to  this  country  in  1635,  to  build  a  fort  at  Say- 
brook.  When  attacked  by  the  Pequots,  while  absent  from  the  fort, 
he  made  a  most  gallant  tight  and,  though  severely  wounded,  fought 
his  way  back  to  the  tort  inch  by  inch.  Gardner,  in  his  account, 
says:  "But  in  our  retreat  I  kept  Thomas  Hulbert,  Robert  Chapman 
and  John  Spencer  still  before  us,  we  defending  ourselves  with  our 
naked  swords  or  else  they  had  taken  us  all  alive."  Thomas  Hulbert 
afterwards  settled  in  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  where  he  died  in    1673. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  descendants  ot  Thomas  Hulbert  and 
Robert  Chapman,  above  mentioned,  were  united  by  the  marriage  of 
H.  C.  Hulbert  and  Susan  R.  Cooley  (a  direct  descendant  ot  Robert 
Chapman)  in   1854. 

The  direct  line  of  Henry  Carlton  Hulbert  is  through  John,  the 
second  son  of  Thomas,  born  March  8,  1642,  died  Aug.  30,  1690, 
settled  in  Middletown,  Conn.;  Ebenezer,  third  son  of  John,  born 
January,  1683,  died  1766;  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  born  May  6,  1725,  died 
1777;  Amos,  born  in  Chatham,  Conn.,  1752,  died  in  Lee,  Mass., 
1835;    and  Amos  Geer  Hulbert,  of  Lee,  Mass.,  born  in  Wethersfield, 
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Conn.,  1799,  died  in  Lee,  Mass.,  Aug.  6,  1884,  the  father  of  Henry 
Carlton  Hulbert,  ot  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  born  in  Lee,  Mass., 
December  19,  1831. 

On  the  maternal  side  Henry  C.  Hulbert  is  closely  identified  with 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  among  whom  were  the  English  families  of 
Bassett  and  Dymoke.  The  founder  of  the  Bassett  line,  William 
Bassett,  came  over  to  the  Plymouth  Colony  in  the  ship  Fortune  in 
1621.  He  removed  to  Duxbury,  Mass.;  later  to  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  proprietors,  and  was  admitted  freeman 
in  1633,  and  died  in  1667.  He  maintained  a  position  of  promi- 
nence, and  was  intimate  with  the  chief  dignitaries  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Colony.  The  intimacy  of  his  son,  William  Bassett,  2nd,  with 
Governors  Winslow  and  Hinckley  was  so  close  that  he,  dying  early, 
appointed   them  guardians  over  his  children. 

From  William  Bassett,  the  founder  of  the  line,  proceeds  William 
Bassett  (2),  born  1624,  died  1670;  Colonel  William  Bassett  (3), 
born  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  1656,  died  Sept.  29,  1721;  William  Bas- 
sett (4),  died  1744,  at  Sandwich,  Mass.;  Nathaniel  Bassett,  born 
Oct.  15,  1719,  died  1814;  Anselm  Bassett,  born  at  Sandwich,  Mass., 
[uly  20,  1768,  died  July  14,  1837,  at  Lee,  Mass.;  Cynthia  Bassett, 
born  Jan.  28,  1802,  died  July  9,  1869,  married  Jan.  27,  1824,  to 
Amos  Geer  Hulbert,  and  thus  became  the  mother  of  Henry  Carlton 
Hulbert. 

By  the  marriage  of  Nathaniel  Bassett,  of  the  fifth  generation,  in 
1745,  to  Hannah  Hall,  the  great  grand-daughter  of  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Governor  Josiah  Winslow,  Henry  C.  Hulbert  is 
eighth  in  descent  from  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  as  also  from 
Widow  Susannah  Fuller  White,  whose  marriage  with  Governor  Wins- 
low, May  12,  162 1,   was    the   first    marriage  celebrated  in  Plymouth 
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Colony,  and  whose  child,    Pcrigrine   White   (bv  her  former  husband), 
was  the  hrst  white  child  born  in  New  England. 

Mr.  Hnlbert  is  in  the  seventh  generation  from  Governor  Josiah 
Winslow,  son  of  the  preceding,  who  was  the  hrst  native-born  Gover- 
nor ot  Massachusetts,  also  the  first  native-born  General,  serving  as 
General-in-Chief  of  the  whole  military  force  of  the  United  Colonies 
during  the  Pequot  war. 

Mr.  Hulbert's  line  of  descent  from  the  family  of  Dymoke  is  de- 
rived through  his  grandmother,  Hannah  Dymock,  mother  of  Cynthia 
Bassett.  The  ancient  cavalier  family  of  Dymoke,  by  marriage  with 
the  heiress  of  the  house  of  Marmion,  became  hereditary  champion 
of  the  Kings  and  Qiieens  of  England,  it  being  the  knightly  duty  of 
the  head  of  the  family  on  Coronation  Day  to  challenge  to  mortal 
combat  any  one  who  dared  to  deny  the  right  of    the  Sovereign. 

The  Dymokes  were  a  strong  Catholic  family.  Tradition  has  it 
that  one  of  the  sons  married  a  Puritan  girl,  and  Thomas  Dymoke, 
baptised  at  Pinchback,  England,  Oct.  6,  1604,  one  of  his  descend- 
ants, joined  the  Massachusetts  Bay  colonists  prior  to  1635.  He 
married  Ann  Hammond,  daughter  of  William  Hammond  and  Eliza- 
beth Penn,  sister  of  Admiral  Sir  William  Penn,  ancestor  of  William 
Penn,  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania.  He  appears  in  the  later  records 
as  "Elder  Thomas  Dymoke."  He  was  selectman  of  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  1635;  admitted  freeman  1636;  removed  to  Hingham  in 
1638,  and  in  1639-40  to  Barnstable,  he  being  one  of  the  original 
proprietors.  He  was  Lieutenant  of  Militia,  the  highest  military 
commission  in  the  colonies  at  the  time.  He  died  in  1658.  The 
line  from  him  descends  through  Ensign  Shubael,  bap.  Sept.  15,  1644, 
died  at  Mansfield,  Conn.,  in   1735,    aged  91  ;    thence    through  John, 
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born  1666;  Theophilus,  of  Falmouth,  Mass.,  born  i6g6,  died  1760; 
Theophilus  (2),  born  1727,  died  1765;  Sylv^anus,  born  at  Fal- 
mouth, Mass.,  in  I  754,  died  at  Lee,  Mass.,  March  16,  1837;  Hannah 
Dymoke,  born  [an.  5,  1778,  died  in  1853,  who  married  Anselm 
Bassett,  born  in  Sandwich,  Mass.,  July  20,  1768,  died  in  Lee,  Mass., 
1837;  Cynthia  Bassett,  born  in  Lee,  Mass.,  1802,  died  July  9, 
i86g,  who  married,  Jan.  27,  1824,  Amos  Geer  Hulbert,  born  at 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Feb.  7,  1799,  died  at  Lee,  Mass.,  1884;  Henry 
Carlton  Hulbert,  born  at  Lee,  Mass.,  Dec.   19,   1831. 

General  Joseph  Dymoke  and  Captain  Lott  Dymoke,  of  the 
Revolution,  and  sons  of  Theophilus  Dymoke,  of  the  fourth  genera- 
tion above,  and  through  Sarah  Hinckley,  his  wife,  were  the  great- 
great-uncles  of  H.  C.  Hulbert;  through  Sarah  Hinckley,  wife  of 
Theophilus,  Mr.  Hulbert  is  descended  from  Samuel  Hinckley,  father 
of  Governor  Hinckley  of    Massachusetts. 

Through  the  marriage  of  John  Hulbert,  of  the  second  genera- 
tion of  the  Hidbert  line,  to  Honor  Treat  Deming,  Mr.  Hulbert  is 
descended  from  Richard  Treat,  father  of  Governor  Robert  Treat,  of 
Connecticut.  John  Deming  and  Richard  Treat  were  two  of  the 
patentees  named  in  the  Connecticut  Charter,  granted  by  Charles 
11,  the  famous  document  of  "Charter  Oak"  notoriety.  Another 
collateral  ancestor  (by  marriage  of  William  Bassett  (4)  of  Sandwich, 
Mass.,  Feb.  3,  1709,  to  Abigail  Bourne,  grand-daughter  of  Rich- 
ard Bourne)  was  Richard  Bourne,  of  Plymouth  Colony,  who  ex- 
ercised an  influence  over  the  Massachusetts  Indians  similar  to  that 
of  Sir  William  Johnson  over  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York.  Ban- 
stable  Records,  page  107,  says  that  he  did  more  by  the  moral  power 
which  he  exerted  to  defend  the  old  colony  than  Major  William  Brad- 
ford did  at  the  head    of   the    army.      A    score    of    other  ancestors  can 
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be  traced  who  were  prominent  colonists  and  who  arrived  in  America 
prior  to  1640.  So  far  Mr.  Hulbert  has  been  unable  to  trace  his  de- 
scent from  any  one  who  emigrated  later  than   1645. 

Amos  Geer  Hulbert,  father  of  Henry  C,  inherited  to  the  full  the 
hardy,  resolute  character  of  his  New  England  ancestry.  His  early 
boyhood  was  spent  in  Suffield,  Conn.  He  served  his  apprenticeship 
as  carriage  maker  in  Salisbury  and  Canaan,  Conn.  In  1820  he  re- 
moved to  Lee,  Mass.,  where  he  rose  to  prominence  as  a  successful 
manufacturer,  and  became  thoroughly  identified  with  the  growth  and 
progress  of  the  town.  His  chief  characteristics  were  cordiality, 
frankness,  a  spirit  of  investigation,  indomitable  perseverance  and  great 
thoroughness  in  all  his  undertakings.  "In  every  thought,  fibre  and 
movement,"  it  is  related  of  him,  "he  was  an  enthusiastic  business 
man,  yet  the  perfect  system  with  which  he  arranged  his  afTairs  gave 
him  ample  leisure  for  reading  and  self  improvement."  He  was  in 
person  above  the  medium  height,  but  of  a  robust  nature  and  erect 
form  that  gave  dignity  to  his  presence.  He  was  remarkably  vigorous 
for  a  man  of  his  age.  At  the  age  of  seventy-four  he  visited  England 
and  the  Continent,  e\'incing  all  the  interest,  enthusiasm,  etc.,  without 
any  physical  discomfort  more  than  one  in  middle  life.  On  January 
27,  1824,  he  married  Cynthia  Bassett,  of  equally  sturdy  and  resolute 
Puritan  stock.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  led  an  exemplary  Christian  life.       He  died  at  Lee,  Mass.,  in  1884. 

Henry  Carlton  Hulbert,  the  only  son  of  Amos  Geer  Hulbert 
and  Cynthia  Bassett,  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  and  completed  his  studies  at  Lee  Academy,  of  Lee,  Mass. 
Of  a  strong  individuality  and  pronounced  principles,  he  was  a  leader 
among  his  associates  in  the  various  school  day  affairs,  but  with  the 
blood  of   the    old    Plymouth    Colony  in  his  veins,  he  was  restless  and 
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anxious  to  begin  his  career  in  life  which  should  lead  on  to  fortune. 
He  had  strong  predilections  for  a  mercantile  life,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  bid  farewell  to  his  ahna  mater  and  started  on  his  upward 
career  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  William  Taylor.  He  remained  but  a 
short  time  when  he  was  offered  a  position  in  the  dry  goods  house  of 
Plunkett  &  Hulbert,  of  Pittsheld.  After  submitting;  the  matter  to 
his  parents,  he  was  informed  by  them  that  hereafter  "self  reliance 
must  be  his  capital."  He  was  equal  to  the  occasion  and  had  faith 
in  his  own  ability  to  succeed.  Within  three  years  he  rose  from  the  po- 
sition of  errand  boy,  through  the  intermediate  grades,  to  that  of 
cashier. 

The  little  world  in  which  he  lived  soon  became  too  contracted 
and  he  was  ambitious  for  a  wider  field.  He  felt  that 
"  No  pent  up  Utica  contracts  your  powers, 
But  the  whole  boundless  continent  is  yours," 
and  so  he  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the  great  metropolis.  As 
he  unfolded  his  plans  to  his  father,  he  was  reminded  by  the  latter 
that  not  more  than  ten  in  one  hundred  who  ventured  there  met 
with  success.  The  ambitious  young  man  replied:  "I  propose  to  be 
one  of  the  ten,"  and  it  was  plainly  evident  that  "that  one"  was  a 
host  in  himself,  and  that  his  capital  of  "self-reliance"  had  largely 
increased.  In  February,  1851,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  started 
for  New  York  City,  provided  with  suitable  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion, among  which  were  letters  to  Cyrus  W.  Field  &  Co.,  and  White 
&  Shel^eld.  Mr.  Field  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  his  father  and 
received  the  young  man  cordially,  but  informed  him  that  he  had  no 
position  open  at  the  time,  but  that  he  could  use  his  firm's  name  as  a 
city  reference.  He  then  presented  his  letters  to  White  &  Sheffield, 
importers    of    and    extensive    dealers    in    paper    manufactures.      The 
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firm  were  very  favorably  impressed  with  the  young  man,  and  espec- 
iallv  with  his  direct  and  intelligent  answers  to  their  questions.  Mr. 
Sheffield  asked  him  what  he  proposed  to  do.  His  prompt  reply  was: 
"If  you  give  me  a  position  I  propose  to  make  myself  so  useful  that 
you  will  give  me  an  interest  in  your  business,"  and  he  kept  his  word. 
His  salary  for  the  first  year  was  $400.  His  previous  training  had 
been  thorough  and  exacting,  and  he  had  been  submitted  to  the  se- 
verest discipline.  As  errand  boy,  salesman,  book-keeper  and  cashier 
he  was  well  equipped  for  his  new  position.  Ever  on  the  alert,  an 
opportunitv  presented  itself  near  the  close  of  the  vear,  which  he  was 
quick  to  avail  himself  of.  The  firm  was  in  the  habit  of  sending  out 
account  sales  at  the  close  of  each  quarter  to  the  manufacturing  firms 
they  represented,  and,  owing  to  the  illness  of  the  book-keeper  and 
cashier  who  attended  to  these  duties,  the  firm  were  in  a  quandary  as 
to  what  could  be  done.  At  this  juncture  voung  Hulbert  ofTered  to 
fill  the  place  of  the  absent  employee  until  he  should  be  able  to  re- 
sume his  duties,  at  the  same  time  informing  the  firm  that  this  had 
been  a  part  of  his  education,  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  of  his  abilitv 
to  fill  the  position.  After  some  hesitancy  the  ofTer  was  accepted, 
and  they  were  greatlv  pleased  with  the  result,  everv  detail  being  per- 
formed in  the  most  thorough  manner.  The  increased  confidence  of 
the  firm  in  his  abilities  and  his  personality  as  well,  gave  him  a  strong 
hold  in  the  line  of  advancement. 

Not  long  after  this  an  incident  occurred  which  raised  the  voung 
man  still  higher  in  the  estimation  of  his  employers.  There  was  an  un- 
fortunate rupture  between  the  firms  of  White  &  Sheffield  and  that  of 
Cyrus  W.  Field  &  Co.,  in  which  their  relations  became  very  strained, 
so  much  so  that  the  letters  of  the  former  firm  v\'ere  returned  unan- 
swered.     The  matter  was  placed  in  the   hands    of    Mr.  Hulbert,  with 
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discretionary  powers,  in  which  he  proved  himself  a  skillful  diplomat, 
and  through  his  efforts  the  matter  was  amicably  adjusted,  to  the  en- 
tire satisfaction  of   his  employers. 

In  the  great  panic  of  '57  Mr.  Hulbert  was  sent  on  a  Western 
trip  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  settlement  of  old,  and  to  use  his 
own  judgment  about  opening  new  accounts.  His  office  experience 
had  familiarized  him  with  the  financial  conditions  of  the  trade,  and 
not  a  dollar  was  lost  through  the  sales  he  made  at  this  time.  He 
had  fulfilled  his  promise  made  to  the  firm  at  the  time  he  entered 
their  employ,  and  in  less  than  four  years  he  was  giyen  an  interest  in 
the  profits  in  lieu  of  salary.  One  year  later,  at  the  age  of  24,  he 
was  admitted  to  full  partnership  and  the  firm  name  changed  to  |.  B. 
Sheffield  &  Co.  On  the  expiration  of  this  partnership,  Jan.  1,  1858, 
Mr.  Hulbert  was  offered  fifty  per  cent,  advance  on  his  interest  to  re- 
main, but  declined.  Forming  an  association  with  his  cousin,  Milan 
Hulbert,  of  Boston,  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  C.  &  M.  Hidbert 
(vyith  Otis  Daniell,  of  Boston,  as  special  partner  for  $30,000),  he  at 
once  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  on  a  capital  of  $40,000,  as  an 
importer  and  dealer  in  paper  makers'  supplies.  After  completing  the 
organization  Mr.  Hidbert  sailed  for  Europe  and  secured  a  number  of 
valuable  exclusive  agencies,  some  of  which  are  still  retained  by  Mr. 
Hulbert's  successors.  Returning  in  1858,  the  firm  opened  business 
at  83  John  Street,  and  entered  at  once  upon  a  successful  career, 
which  has  continued  uninterruptedly  ever  since.  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  business  but  two  removals  of  its  location  have  occurred, 
one  in  1861  to  13  Beekman  Street,  the  other  in  1881  to  53  Beek- 
man  Street.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  firm  has  been  but  once  re- 
organized, although  there  have  been  several  changes  in  the  personnel. 
In   1862,  special  partner  Otis  Daniell   sold  his  interest  to  the  general 
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partners,  without  security,  giving  them  three  years  in  which  to  malce 
payment.  In  1872,  general  partner  Milan  Hulbert  withdrew,  when 
the  firm  was  reorganized  as  H.  C.  Hulbert  &  Co.,  Mr.  Hulbert  ad- 
mitting as  partners  Joseph  H.  Sutphin  and  George  P.  Hulbert,  both 
of  whom  had  served  a  thorough  apprenticeship  in  the  business  as 
clerks  in  the  establishment.  Mr,  George  P.  Hulbert  died  in  the  au- 
tumn of  the  same  year.  In  1890,  Charles  F.  Bassett,  who  had 
grown  up  in  the  business  from  a  bov,  under  the  training  of  Mr. 
Hulbert,  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  and  the  business  was  continued 
under  the  same  firm  name  until  May  i,  1900,  when  H.  C.  Hulbert 
retired  and  Bassett  &  Sutphin  became  his  successors.  In  1893  Mr. 
Bassett  married  Carolyn,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Hulbert.  As 
Mr.  Bassett's  line  of  descent  was  from  the  same  Puritan  stock  of  the 
Bassetts,  Dymokes,  Winslows  and  Hinckleys,  the  ancestral  line 
merged  into  those  of  his  father-in-law,  thus  making  the  oiTspring 
doubly  related. 

While  controlling  the  principal  interests  of  his  own  firm,  Mr. 
Hulbert's  business  ability  and  influence  have  been  sought  in  other 
directions.  He  was,  from  1882  to  January,  1900,  when  the  Pull- 
man Co.  purchased  the  assets  of  the  Wagner  Co.,  and  when  J.  P. 
Morgan,  W.  K.  Vanderbilt  and  other  Wagner  directors  were  added  to 
the  Pullman  Co.  Board,  the  only  New  York  director  of  the  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  at  Mr.  Pullman's  death,  Robert 
Lincoln,  Marshall  Field  and  Mr.  Hulbert  constituted  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Company.  Mr.  Hulbert  is  also  trustee  and  one 
of  the  finance  committee  of  the  New  York  Life  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company,  and  also  of  the  Celluloid  Company.  He  is  one  of  the 
trustees  and  ist  Vice-President  of  the  South  Brooklyn  Savings  Insti- 
tution, and  is  now,    and    for    over  thirty  years  has  been,  a  director  of 
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the  Importers'  and  Traders'  National  Bank  of  New  York,  also  of  the 
United  States  Lite  Insurance  Company,  and  one  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Franklin  Trust  Co.  of  Brooklyn.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Commerce,  life  member  of  both  the  New  York 
and  Brooklyn  New  England  Societies,  member  of  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  and  a  member  and  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Brooklyn  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Children.  He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  South  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Brooklyn,  a  trustee  of  the  society  and  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath  School.  Upon  the  call  of  his  cousin.  Rev. 
Edward  P.  Ingersoll,  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Middle  Reformed 
Church  of  Brooklyn,  he  changed  his  membership  to  that  church,  and 
later  became  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  School.  With  the  call 
of  Dr.  Ingersoll  to  the  Puritan  Church  in  1882,  Mr.  Hulbert  united 
with  Christ  Church,  on  Clinton  Street,  of  which  he  is  still  one  of 
the  vestry. 

Mr.  Hulbert  has  been  twice  married.  In  September,  1854,  he 
was  married  to  Susan  R.  Cooley,  step-daughter  of  William  Porter,  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  Lee,  Mass.  She  soon  became  a  confirmed  in- 
valid, but,  at  the  expiration  of  about  seven  years,  regained  her  health. 
She  was  active  in  benevolent  work,  and  for  many  years  was  treasurer 
of  the  Brooklyn  Industrial  School  and  Home  for  Destitute  Children. 
She  died  August  22,  1882.  His  two  daughters,  the  offspring  of  this 
union,  are  the  wives  of  Mr.  Sutphin  and  Mr.  Bassett,  his  business 
partners,  who,  on  Mr.  Hulbert  retiring  from  active  business  in  1900, 
continued  under  the  firm  name  of    Bassett  &  Sutphin. 

Mr.  Hulbert  married  2nd,  on  Oct.  16,  1884,  Fannie  Dwight 
Bigelow,  daughter  of  the  late  Asa  Bigelow,  jr.,  of    Brooklyn. 


\m  2^ 


193^ 


